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Spiritual Infatuation, 
The Principal Cauſe of our * 
Paſt and Preſent Diſtempers. 


Or a ſerious 


CAVEATHN 


tothe many Seducers and Sedu-" 


| ced, who under the fpecious pre- 
! rences of Reformation and Conſcience en- 
deayour the ſubverſion of Church and State; 


a ſeveral Sermons on T/a. 9, 10,11, 12, 


| By W Stamp D, D. late Miniſter of . p- 


the Word at Stepz 5 near London, 


Ty 
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\ To the Right Honourable, 


THOMAS 


EARL OF 


LEAVLAND;: 


Baron of NETTLESTEAD, 
Lord WENTWORTH, 


May ever Honoured Lord and Patron. : 


My Los », . 7 
He ample experience 1 have had | 
of your Favour and Benigniay, ; 
both at home and abroad, come 3 
mands me to put theſe Papers 4 

der the ſhelter of your Lordſhips pro- ? 

Qtion : Which 1 ” 0 not ſo __ co ler 

world ſee my gratitude, as to- fatisfie | 

wy {elf in point of judgement acd diſere+ 


tion 


LR 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
fon, For were I altogether a (tranger'tg 
* your Perſon, or to that place which wa 
. once my Home.by your Lordſhips good} 
neſs; yet the Rarity of your unblemiſhet 
Honour in this ignoble age, and the Emil pc 
nency of your Heroick Spirit, would in de 
ite me to calt my anchor on the firmeſſ} ce 
botrom, The truth is (as theſe totterirg 4 
+ times are) there are few of your Lordg Ie 
ſhips Quality, that dare be Patrons, anf £0 
"there are fewer then thoſe that can bf G 
- Patrons, Truth never Rood in more need$j 3" 
+ - never met with leſs power to prote& iff M 
> The wildneſs and ſeverity of the Time yo 
enforce thoſe of our Coat, and perſever 
ance in our duties co God and the Kingy YO 
: to ſeek for Patronage, not to the greatel the 
Book-man bur to the beſt Sword-wan,Forf Mt 
\Pens, Preſſes, and Pulpits, are now awe - 
;- and governed as the Sword ſhall peaſe tg0 
» "dire and determine. So that, what wit Or 
- the rerrors of an exorbitant Militar neſ 


Power, and What with the attraftives dir 
Advantages ,: ariſing from the preſe » 


changes : unwary and ungrounded "Dd 
{ob 


| have followed their pernicious Leaders 
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{ ſons of all Ranks and Qualities, deſerting” ? 


themſelves and their own Conſcieaces, | 


ſuch © Wild-gooſe chaſe, as will make 

erity at once admire, and bluſh ro 
derive trom ſuch a degenerate and mer=. . 
cenary Generation. In which general _ 
defection, it cannot but very much cor- - 
re& the leverity of your low and exiled . } 
condition, that (however it ſhall pleaſe. 7 
God to diſpoſe of Publke Afﬀairs) you 6 
are yet ſecured in the felicity of your ? 
Memory, ia that in the worlt of Times 
= have obtained Mercy to be found 
aithful and couragious in the. defence of 
your Sovyeraign's power ; and in that, 
the Churches, your own, and all honeſt 


oo mens Intereſts. 


Ay Lord,You ſhall meer with nothing 


$ in this Treatiſe that may preſerve it from 


contempt and ſcorn,-more then the plain» 
neſs and fincerity of tt; which being 
direed to ycur Tenants (in diſcharge of 


M my faithfulneſs to them) owes it ſelf in - * 
of *he fuſt place unty your Lordſhip, which 
| A 3 


I 
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would make it unto them a Glaſs. wherein 
they may ſee the ercor of their doings in 
- theſe rebellious times ; and that he would 
preſerye your Lordſhip to be yet a more 


: _ thiclty and Deceitfyul Generation 
; gn This ſhall be the conſtane 
» by om cere Deyotion of 


Your Loraſhips 
CM humble, faithful, 
and obliged ſervant, 


* I ſhall follow wich my prayers, that Gul 0 


torious Inſtrument of his juſtice, upon a} 


William Stampe, | 


T, 


$426S$66660$663606s36220 


To the Maſter, Wardens, Aſſiftants, and: 
Brothers of the Trinity houſe 5» Rars 
cliff, and to all other Inhabitants with * 

| #n the Pariſh of Stepney. 


D er cc 


of My Dear Friends and Pariſhiovers, 
Js not for ary other Satiefattion f@ 
impertant, as the diſcharge of my Con-- 
ſcience towards God and your ſouls, that .. 
puts me wpon this dangerous adventure of 
writing unte you At this time, Whereins I © 
do apparently hazard more, as to all ſecu 
| /ar reſpeits and aimes, ther ary bjaſſed - 
| advantage can compenſate, But as it was 
S, Paul's piers care to write Epiſtles #nta 
thoſe places where. he had formerly 
=-| Preached ; ſo it.ſhall be mine , chuſing 
rather to ſpeak unto you by my Pen, then". 
Fo #07 &t all. F 
It i now almeſt eight yeers fince I had 
the freedoms of ſpeaking nnto you 4s your 
Spiritnal Embaſſader from Chriſt, The 
ſufferings, hazards, and extremities 
A 4 have 


The Epiltle Dedicatory. | 
have andergone ſince that time, for thts #1 
preſervation of my heart from a deliberateh in 
wound (though it be the matter of much fu 
Spiritual joy and thanksprving, as t g 
Z bighe ft honogr that poar fleſh and blood ul. fi 
| Capable of in this vale of miſery) yet to\ F, 
| waſte any of this Paper in a particul:y\ ra 
Narrative theresf, would ſavour more off to 
a mendicarnt aeſigne, then of that ſincere} H 

advice I tvtend unto you. *'Tis enough yeh p! 
+ know, that God hath hitherto preſerved} ce 

ard ſupprted me Ly his usſpeakable mercyy w 
' and goodneſs; and I hope (in hu ſecret} ſt 

wiſdom) hath reſerved me for his further} v 

ſervice,in the place where he once ſet me} pr 

In the mican time, I hope a well meaning} 

man,who hath ben peaceable and fathfull ſ# 

in our [ſracl, 1 Sam. 20.19. may have} er 

leave to publiſh thoſe ſerious Conceptioni{ or 
which are within his heart, lik: wmethatl a 
hath wo vent,)ob 32.19. and can ns long- 
er with duty and Conſcience be ſuppreſſed 
Topaſs by the Controverſies of theſy of 
ſad times ſo unſucceſſively diſputed botlh ts 
in [nk and Blocd ; I ſhall only repreſem} (? 


Avl 


Mal 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
unto you the Map of your Native Couotry\ | 
eh in its preſent blirdneſs, iniquity, and con-'. 
J, fuſion, which ts (doubtleſs) o much the” 
reater, by how much the leſs we are ſer. 
i} ſible of the ſevere hand. of God upon ud? 
tol For that which makes our wonnds ſo deſpe=. > 
wi rate (if not incurable) 14 our averſeneſs.” 
oft to have them ſearched by a faithful hands.” 
He that ſhall enter into the ſad cotnte win | 
plation of Englands preſent eſtate and: - 
condition, 'and compare it with what mt -} 
was of late yeers, ſhall diſcern 4 very : 
ſtrange and viſible Eclipſe of Gods far | 
vour towards it,and (notwithſtanding all | 
e | pretenſes of Reformation, or new lights, | 
wh co gloriow days) ſhall have reaſon ts 
wit ſuſpett that the Candle of the Goſpel 14 
vel erther in danger to be quite extinguiſhed, 
or at leaft burns very dimnly among#t us, 
and does apparently dwindle, , 
| For to begin with that which ſhould be” 
dj moſt dear unto a Nation(the eſtabliſhment 
of Religion in its Purity avd Lnuiter) who 
& not ſenſible how far the Arkh of God © 
m (namely our Religion , ihe glory of our \ 
1 A 5 Tſracl, - 


. The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
"ay and the Chriſtian werld). h 
5-0 for prized by profane and ſacvilegis 
p , WhylfF the name of the Goſpel a 
| ion hath. been uſed 45 « ſtalking 
” horſe, to diſguiſe and palliate the blackei1 
+ Reſigns the Se ever lookt upon ; inſonouel 
| Fhat the Church of E —_ may complat 
| Aud cx). out, 4s once the Church of Iſraol 
- &d,, Ha. 24.16. My leancls, my kanels 
Wo unto me ; the trecheroys dealers bave 
- deak recheroufly ; yea the trecherous 
* dealers have dealt very trecherouſly.Cers 
- fainly there is no Drivel [o improved and 
 compleat as the white Divel , the Prins 


»p « 


* mate in his miſchief,as when he transforms 
z himſelf*into an Angel of light ; and our 
* Religion could never have received [0 
deep a wound from any mfernal ſtratagem 
- & from the plauſible pretenſions of refining 
and [ecuring.tt unto us. How well it u 
” refined and ſecured, your ſelves may judes 
* by the preſent Complexion of onr De 
- Mother, ſtript and mangled and wo:rnds 
ed to death by the ſons of her own bowels, 
b” | Her 


of Darkneſs i never ſo perniciouſty fortue| ( 


=» kt 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
s Her Government diſſolved ; Her Feaſts, + 
(tbe Religious Commemerations of the. ; 
great myſterie of ſalvation)aboliſhed; Her ** 
ſacred Forms of Prayer (the ſweet bar- | 
Wo mony and agreement of hearts and voices). Þz 
bt w4lified and ſcorned ; Her Prophets (the ,: 
wh Ambaſadonrs of Chrift for. Peace and. \ 
| Recoxciliation) impriſoned,impoveriſhed,. F 
+ and reputed as the filth aud off-ſconring. 
f of the world. Her Champions (that a * 
al waixtain hex Deftrine againit the frauds * 
# ard fallacies cf ker ſubtle and maliciond * 
Adverſaries) expell'd and baniſhed rhe 
Schook of the Prophets. Her Dottring 
(exwatted purely from the Fountain of; 
living water) inwvadcd,and trampled inte > 
a muddy puddle. Her Diſciphne diſcharge * 
ed and threatued, not daring to appeat 
againſt avoychen, aud rrofelſed Hereſres 
end Blaſphemies. Her Temples either de= 
faced and demoliſhed, or elje locked up by: 
the Military Power ; Inſomnch that m 
one of her Cities (as I have been credibly * 
mmformed ) viz. Lincoln, che Sacramental* 
Bread ana Wine hath not been communis | 
cated” 


SD = SB DEST =» > 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the True Proteſtant Religion (which h 


* ſolemn Proteſtation we were obliged t 
| maintain) 1s now ſqueezed into ſuch 
F» narrow room, that few or none dare ow 
the Prof. ſion of it, unleſs it be upon thi 
| ſcaffold, where innocence ts ſecured fio 
| any future blow of malice, 
- So that as when a mirrour ts broken i 
| pieces, it repreſents the ſame objeft divs 
, ded Ge deformed,whjch before was entir 
- and amiable - - ſothe Bond and Compoſu 
© of Religion, when it is once broken as 
© difſolved, - 15 apt to ſplinter it ſelf into 
thouſand Herefies ard Schiſmes, whicd 


* redintegrate, Thus (by ſad experience\we 
fee owr juſt and angry God hath forſaken 
+ bis Houle, decried his Heritage, g o1vent 
- dearly beloved of his ſoul intro the handy 
of her enemies ; Jer. 12. 7. eArd now, 
how do our enemies round about ws, the 
eſuite abroad, and the Schiſmatick 
F-d103s: e./ ard the infernal ſpirits under 
"clap their maiiciors hands, ſaying, 
* Cit 


nothing leſs then a miracle can piece and 


catcd for three Jears together. And Laſtly The 


tha 
Wea 


, There,ſo would we have it ! not knowtn - | 


t 


4 


Js 


fered you to wade into that difpmte ſo far, 
ard with ſuch ill ſucceſs, as to have nets 
| ther King nor Parlizment left you” for 
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that the ſevereſ> Perſecution ts not the®: 
weakeſt Argument of the _— Profeſſis +. 
on, in its greateſt candor and ſincerity. -- 
In the ſecord place, ef you ſhall caſt 
our eyes upon the (,rvil Government, you" * 
cannot but diſcern the goodlieft F abrick\. 
of the Chriſtian world demoliſhed, and" 
diſſolved into nothing elſe but rubbiſh and 
confuſion. Certainly God was not well. ? 
pleas'd with . your diſputing the rights of © 
King and Parliament. by Tumnlts and © 
Arms,and ſecret fallacies, who hath ſuf< 


your ſhelter and protettion,unleſs it be ſuch 4 
a Parliament as God in his juſtice hath. | 
deſign'd to be the general grievance: and. 
diſeaſe of th: Kingdom, E 
Not to expatrate far in deſcribing the. 7 
excellency of the Regal, beyond alk othen ? 
kinds of Government whatſoever, as has. . 
ving its foundation firſt in Nature, and 
afterwards its eftabliſhment over that : 
People 7 


* , | The Fpiltle Dedicatory. | 
© Paogle, mherxe God bimſelf was the Lo: 
| goflative Power,  'F will be. exongh ta; ſo 
- ſabigfhe all diſ-interefſed Perſons to know, G 
* that it was propounded wata the Ifraclites 
© wet only as the beſt form of Government, } 
bit 44 4xeward of Uprighteouſneſs and} | 
Thtegrity, and 6 particular expreſſion of} x; 
| Gods morcy and favour towards them, as | |} 
© appears, Jer.32,34. Thus ſaith the Lord, p 
* Execute ye moment and righteoulneſs, |' 7 
. and deliver the ipoyled out of the hand E 
- of the- Opprefſor, and do no wrong nos | 5 
violence .to the ſtranger, fatherlels, and | ;, 
* widdoww ; and then fhall there enter in | 6 
\ by the gates of this Houſe, Kings ficting | 
upon the Throne of David, riding on {| 
Chariots, and Horſes, he and his ſervants, | 
and his people. eAnd when that people | 


71 

k 
'n 
ſhowid: fin themſelves out of that bleſſing, | \ 
+ See how God threatens them: with a cons, | |} 

44 puniſhment, Via. 3.5. The people ! | 
” hall be oppreſlied every one by another, . | 
and every one by his neighbour ; rne | | 
child ſhal behave himſelf proudly againk | | 
| the ancient, and the baſe againſt the ho- 
noutable, | 


| 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | * 
nourable. for that Text which. uw. * 
ſo mech inſiſted on to-prove the evil of thit''. * 
Government, be thas foalt look” apon- it: 
A} with 4 fngle oye, as men 0ughe te look mpr 
Ft on thoſe ſacred Ovacles ; bak find, that | 
tbe people Werg volt reproved for akivg Mat 
of: King (for thay Rind of Government wad: © 
G} determined unto them long before, as Ap= 
l, poars, Deut. 17. 15.) but for rejetiing” * 
bt |* :hair God; They bavenor rejected thee, | 
> | bue methey havexcjefed. 1 Sam. 8.9%... 
F.' Suro] amthe Soxipture cannot ”; 
4 | it ſelf, mbich ſays ; For the T ranfgrefhomi. © 
a | ofa Land, many are the Princes. thereof: | 
S | 7 wg And Baham being entight= © 
a | om God, and prophecying of the fun 
, | ture proſperity of felon rofl 

| ratter of 4 peoples felicity into.4 very fown 


c 

» | words ; ſaying, The Lord his God is with | 
? | him, and che ſhout of a King is among / 
© | them. Numb, 23, 21, Ad if theſe Texts 
} 

t 


. be looked npon. as Old Teſtament, and'fo * 
of Jewiſh concernment only 1 fee What was * 
propheſied many hundrcd years before, | 

" | awpon the acceſſion of the Gentiles wherein * 

we * 


' 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
_ we #0 ſelves are melnded. Behold, I wi 
> lift up mine hand unto the Gentiles; and 
ſerup my-[tandard to the people;andthey 
L ſhall bring thy ſons in- their arms,and th 
* daughters-upon their ſhoulders,and king 
| ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers, and Qyeens 
thy ourfing Motbers-I1fa. 49, 22, 23. * 
Tf it beet objetted, that the forecitedl for 
' Fext ſpeaks only of ſome favours whichl Re 
. the Church was toreceive from the induls] ga 
; gence and beniguity 'of ſame Heathen an, 
; Feng rand Emperours ; and: that Chriſt mo 
Kingdom «© rom and the ſubjeti 
: | thereef diſcharged of their obedience ta 
| "7 Temperal Monarch - Such may kyow, 
| that :thty have borrowed an Argument 
| from. the Jeſuits, that ſivours more of | th 
p fabtilty-and ends, then any true ſolidity, th 
and & fuſficiently anſwered ; 1 Pet.2.13, | w 
>. Submic your ſelves: to every Ordinance | Lt 
of man, for the Lords fake ; whether it | th 
| be tothe. King as ſupreme ;- or unto Go | ca 
| vernoursy as unto them that are ſent by| kt 
him ;.'&c. and if you world krow who) 2 
| they are who are thus commarrd:d to ſub-| th 
mit 


1 


» 
—- 
- 


ul wit ; they are deſcribed v. 9, ro be a cho»? b 


M which I have mentioned, only to lay be» | 
| fore your o9os that ancient and plorious 


form of 


x 
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ſea generation, a royal Priefthood,an ho-+, * 
ly Nation, a peculiar People : Terms of 
a#high ſanttity and priviledge, as any can: 
pretend to within the Chriſtian Pale, All 


e 
Government which our blefſad- > 
Refurmers (by your concurrence aud en: 
gagement) would pluck, #p by the roots, 
and ab 'ure for cu:r; as if it were (ome: 
monſirou or accurſed thing. the 

To this may be added, the experience: © 
we have had of this Government for ſo E 
many generaiions ; and the diſmal change « 
we have taſted from the want of it, To 
theſe lait ſeven yeer: ; enough to write. - 
that counfel of Solomon upon our hearts, _ 
with a pen of tron : My ſon, fear thou the» 
Lord, and the King, and meddle not withs -3 
them that are given to change ; for their 
' calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and whos ? 
knoweth the ruine of them both? Pros. 
24 21, 22. That i (as Deodatus on: © 


that place)-who can foreſes or avoid theſe; 
h Iwo : 


- 
. 
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ro ſudden thunders,of divine vengeance y;, 
anda Kings wrath > And ſure, if there /} 

wore neither of. theſe Tervors to aw ms i F 
'. $o.Quy duty, yet the love of that peace amt] ,x 
* Profperity which u infallibly annexed. ta; þ,, 
| the obſervation of the fift Commandment ;\ |, 
5 * inducement exough, Honour thy Fathe ſuc 
- and by Mother, - ts thy days may be 
+ long; or, as it s in another place, Deut; 

5. 16, that thou mayſt have many, and. 
good days, &c, where by Father, the Ch ſe 

vil Parent us (by all Expoſitors) as well ins 
cluded as the Natural. Now if we ſhall 
enquire bow it comes to paſs that our me 
” and good days (which heretofore wa 
enjoyed in peace and plenty) are changed 
into few and evil deys ; the ſacred/Orasi 
cle will reſolve us, becauſe we have had. 
wory liitle or na refpett at all to the obſer- 
- vation of this Commandment. 

Plutarch tells a tory of a Serpent ,whoſd 

- tayl was diſcontented that the hrad (hoult 
| have the power to govern, and carry i 
' which way foer or it pleaſed ; and theres 

" fore petitioned, that the ſame Power 
4 might | 


The Epiſtle (pn pones » | 

CO might refide in the tay! another while z . 
"" which being unwarily granted, upon great 
"1 imeportunity ; the tayl ( a member very 
**{ aftive, but withal blinde)) carries the* 
tl head and body through many holes and". | 

5 creviſes, till at Laff it brought it ſelf imo _ 
ſuch Rreights, that it could not ftir, but" + 
head, body, tay and all were deſtrozed. 
WT his ſtory (though but a Fable init ſelf ) 
nd has yet a moral truth in it, which we have 
Fl ſeen and felt by direfyl experience. To 
| theſe high injuries and affronts done to 
our common other (the ( hurch) and to | 
onr common Parent. (the King) 4 might 
{remember ye of our Laws, Liberties, Privis 
*| ledges, Properties, Peace, Proſperity ; 

1 which ty trampled under foet before your 
| e305, as fo many heaps of rubbiſh and con-' 
Fofs ; to proclgins to all the world the 
impudent and nngedly frauds of thoſe that* 
| pretended te be Guardians of theſe Cam- - 
4 mon Jewels ; and the 17faruatiov of the 
| ta8 credulous world, that world believe' 
* | them all 1his while. 3 
Ti But if thoſe men have thus notoriouſly 
: ps betrayed * 


- . 
. 
=” 
, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, © | 
betrayed their 1Tyft ; you will reply pen fer. 
hap: (with the chief Prieſts and Elderil <1 |, 
Mat. 27.4. What is that to us? Let th 


4 thou 
look to that : ever man « reſponſible fal conc 


- bu own, but not anothers puilt, *Tu tr 
indeed, theſ- grand Troublers of our 16 the 
rael [hal! bear the puilt of Principals, il , ſa 
the great ard general dar of account, whe ,þ, 
Icquiſfition ſh211 be made for blood ; but fe 
every inferiour wheel b which they ham þ, ; 
moved ſhall bery the gu'lr of an Acceſſory] jo þ 
| Judas, and Pilate, and Caiphas, had th] 1;ye 
ehicf hands in the Treaſon and murtha\ 11; 
of onr bleſſed Saviour ; and yet vhe guild] 151 
of tha! blend extend:d to the whole Nt ,1; 
tion of the Jews,and to their poſterity after\ 5, 
them In the caſe of bleod,where the mur- of t 
F therer was concealed, ſo that no many oy; 
 wonuld acknowledge the falt, the Law\joi 
commanded the Judges of thoſe times, ton 
| meaſur: unto that City which was neareſt |y, 
E. ute him that was ſlain ; and the Eldert |; 
* of that City, though they were innocent; ue, 
and not ſo much as privie to the murther,;ico 
” Were Jet cemmanded to Sacrifice au « &* \di 
a a, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
fer, and to pray in this form : Be merciful 
O Lord unto thy People Iſrael, whom 


{ thou haſt redeemed , and: lay not inno- 


a 


a 


IS 


3 I. £2 


oF © 


cent blood unto thy People Iiraels charge. 
Deurt. 21. $. Ss prec:0:# in thoſe days was 
the blood of any priv.Ote perſen.'t would be . 

4 [ad contemplation,to lay before your eyes 


1 rhat red (en of blood winch hath been ſhed 


like water on every (ide of our Jeruſalem, - 
by thoſe who dar: not ſo much as preteud 
to have (of them(e/ves) a power over the 
lives of their fellow S:6iefts : But, as if all 
this were not guilt. enough ro weigh them 
down to the bottomleſs pit here hath been 
added to that (carl ſin, the blood of one 


{Sacred Perſon,of more value th:n 10000, 


of the beſt of hs Sub;ets,by the Scriptures 
own con:patation,2 Sam.18.3. namely,the 
liohr of our eyes, and the breath of our 
noltrills. Lam.4.20. Iz whoſe life and go- 


[vernment all the thouſands that rehide 


Fit 


OF 


P 


6) 


within bu three Kingdoms,are really and 
early concerned, as in the life of their 
common P arext. An aft ſo horrid and pro- 
; gt0u,that As 1:0 language CAN expreſs it, 
, 


Jet ſo far are men removed ont of the 


The Epiſite Dedicatory. 
fo no hiſtory can parallel it. And yet,th 
the guilt of this blood be as viſible to lf x1, 


world,as it's clamorous in the ears of Gu ver 


of their repentance,that no man will n ſai 
it ; not ſo much for the guilts ſake, as ji up 
the ignominy ard merit that belong to ſui 
tranſcendent Truiters. Anu if we(who of 
to deal impartially with all men)charget#{ ©; 
gilt of this blooa,where by the law of 68 p, 
and man we find it the ; the Councel(q ,,, 
rather the Conſpiracy )is preſently as hight g1, 
enraged ag ainſt 15,45 was that of the Pl 
riſes againſt $.Peter and proclaim us mil”, 
lignants and delinquents,that our deſign ,, 
to fill Jeruſalem with our Do&rine, all ,,,, 
intend to bring this mans blood upon they ,p, 
Att.5.28, Well,what ſhall we do then, | 
the clearing our ſelves ? Why,we will maj ,,, 
ſure to the next City x «nd ſee if Exckidh ,,, 
wo belongs not to it, Wo to the blood for 
Ciry,to the pot whoſe ſcum is not gone « oP; 
of i, bring ic out piece by piece, let nol p, 
fall upon it; for = blood is in the mic ok 
of her,ſhe {cr it upon the top of a rock, # 'my 


whic 


The Epiltle Dedicatory. _ 
which » al Node top of 4 Scaffolll, 
# ſhe poured it not upon the ground to'©@+ 
{ yerit with duſt ; that ic might canſe fury 
to come up to take vengeance ; Fherefors \ 
i. [aith rhe Lord, 1 alſo have fet her blood © 
A-upon the top of a rock, that ic ſhould nox 
be covered, £2eh.24.6,7,8: The meaning * 
of the Prophet is very plain; The bloody © 
City ts Jeruſalem, arraigned here by the 
Prophet, for the bold juſtification of her 
4 worrtbers and oppreſſions; and therefore hey 
"1 blood ( ſaith God) ſhall be alwaies rm my | 
" fight, as a remembrancer of vengeance, 
which ſhall be ſo certain and general, that 
wo lot,no caſualty or exemption ſhall pre= 
vent the utter rnine and deftyuttion of | 
T that City. q 
And truly (my beloved friends) when I © 
1 enter into a ſerious contemplation of the . © 
"I gnilty conditton of - our bloody f ernſalem, 
1 for her boldneſs m murther,ſacriledpr,and 
WM oppreſſion, 1 am be 1rtily ſorry that on 
hs P ariſhioners) are fo nerly A lyed __ Ars 
q your neighborhood and relations, but far 
10 more ſorry you are ſo nearly alhed nuts hey 


fone, 


ic 
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| Prs,as Tf, ear you ar: ; fer_if I am not! 
Baker in the hiftory of theſe [ad timer;] tes 
” 425 20 ſlight con;riþuttgn that you haves poſ 


Ewen th the miſcries we complain of, 
” know wot how toremedy. A man.may be a6 
3 vefſory to the guilt of b!ood-(hedaing, man 
Ways then perhaps you are aware of : 
only I ſhall namc, firſt jun con:3ibuting 4 
t- ftance to the fait before it ts commutted 
C 217, by approbation: and [ uſtificaticon of t 
fatt after it is committed. For (to borrom 
F yeſemblance from the learned Salmafu 
” wpon another rcfl:tHio::)what thi: k ye?$ 
- poſt a Gerntlem in who ts peaceably paſſe 
= fed of his houſe and eſtate ſhall be aſſault 
» "and ſurprized by a combination of theeve 
E vecerving ſtrength & encouragement fro 
k. the neighbours. Fenants, and ſermants 0 
& that Gertleman : Thi man, by this com S: 
E fpiracy, i rovbed, ſlripped, and diſpuſſeſſe ha 
» of his eftate, bound hand and foot and rye ho 
” mito a tree,and there lefttel a wild be 
; ” comes and d: ſtroys him » when inquifttion 
ſhall be made for the blood of this man, 'it 
-. will be very eaſis to determen: at whoſe 

Sy dore 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. Y 
doye the guilt will be fourd(namely) at the? 
of tenants and ſervants in ſome degree, as 
"1 well as at the grand Conſpirators, Or ſup= 
fl poſe theſe theeves ſhall be ſo impudent and 4 
i pleaſant in their wickedneſs, as in a mocks Þ 
#* ery of juſtice,to ereft a Conrt among them- 
elves; ard execute their own wotes and 
concluſions in a form of Law,upon pretence | 
the Gentleman was none of the beſt huſ= 
bands of hus eſtate :_ will this extenuate * 
the murder.or palliate the violence,or clear ; 
the adherents ? 1 trow not; but will prove 
rather an high aggravation of the wickgd= © 
weſt. I ſhall leave every man to make his | 
own application, with this aſſeri:on only ; 3 
That he that is not aſhamed to draw up a 
4 charge againſt huſelf in this particulars | 
in the hopefulleft way to obtain his pardon. 
; It was our Savieurs chaxge againſt the 
Scribes and Phariſees, that his Fathers 
A houſe (which was wont to be called the 
houſe of prayer) was by them made a den 
of theeves Mar.21.13. 1 world to God it. 
were in the power either cf my Pen or 
of Prajers,to cleer thoſe that fit at Weſt min= 
B fter 


The Epiltle Dedicatory. 
ſter (once the houſe of © od, of this dee th 
guilt;or Tos of your aſſiſtance or ac.heren ds 
ro then in contratling it ; for they who aj 
firſt(with Ablolom) ſtole away the heart ſo 
of our Iſrael » upon Yetence of a zealowi V* 
Care of Religion AM Tudicature - ha th 
ſince thrived ſo well m their deſign (by thy ſb 
ſtrong contribution of our is) as hath er J® 
abl:d them to rob God himſelf of hu trutl fe 
and honour, the King of his revenue ani *t 
life, and the Church of its patrimony, thi #1 
Kingdom of its peace, and all peaceabl of 
. and faithful men of their ſecalay intereſt ſtr, 
& ond while they pleaſe themſelves wiih the in 
* ſad execution of ſome petty robbers (whay #9 
” their injuries have driven into extremd 1! 
want \theſe fit undannted andunconirould © a 
rpon the tlyone of iniquity ; lik; the gre th, 
whore fon the many headed Beaſt, car hos 
1g to themſelves the ſatifaftions of thein 19 4 
own pride, ambition, and covetoulneſs, fv! 

errue of their unjuſt and byaſſed Oraq*©: 
'  mances, impoſed (as ſo.mary ſnares) upp! 
\ the tame, infatugted, and cbuſed people, abo; 
But Jou'l It ay, what we bave "a bathe 
EFRcti 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
gl therto in twiſting with theſe men,we have 
ut} done either out of ignorance or compnlſron, 
al not ſuſpefting their ways would have been 
wil ſo bloody and abominable, or their ayms ſo 
owl 44ſt and particular to themſelves.Well, if 
el this plea of yours be as ſincere as it 1s plans 
th ble 3 you have the leſs to anſwer for. But 
en4 yet grve me leave (with an Apoſtle)to pro» 
uh feſs the fears and jealonſies I have of you, 

and to tell you, that when Jou went 10 
ef Whitehal in your lofio boats,with the month 
big of your Canon toward your Soveraign, iti- 
f ſtrutting the whole Kingdorn to follow you 
the #2 that lord clamonr, I am ſure you were 
howl 10t pref? into that ſtrange ſervice. Or ad- 
end mit that unhappy officiouſnes of yours want= 
wlg £4 eys to guide it unto its right objeft and 
read that you miſtook, Whitehal for the black, 
.ruh Sonſe of Commons,by the direilion and per- 
hen [9/108 of thoſe Prophets, who put light 
;, (for darkneſs,and darkneſs for light, 11. 5. 
rdd20-Vet it ſeems very ſtrange to me, that 
vpo on,wh;(e Jndgements are ſreſamed to be 
{», ebove the ordincry pitch of other mens,by 
» bathe acvartage you have of ferrain obſer- 
i B 2 VA100, 
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vation; you,who have found the [ighy 
tation you had formerly with all Nation) 4 
where you were employed, charged ing 1s 
contempt and ſcorn,for your unratural au by 
barbarons deportment toward your King lo 
You,who were(many of you;obliged by pa I 
ticular Truſts and endearments. Yow,m 
have bin eaten up to bare bone by thee 
terpillirs of the Land ; who have felt 
little finger of your ſevere maſtcrs,heavi 
then the loyns of your late pious Soveraig 
(to the honour and approbation of the ſh 
monj-tax by all poffterity) You that ha 
ſerved ar apprertiſhip of more the: 7 yet th; 
to theſe Eryptian TaiRmaſters, ſecn th 
Jugling Aris,fornd your ſclves cheates 
ef:en in your expectations, that you (wh 
all the world b: fide look upon thems as iff 1 
prodigious monſters of this age) ſhould bel 7o 
far b.witched with their ſyrceries,as to Sa 
fill their ſervants(or ſlaves)and no Pilath 79 
wife amorg jor. to ſriggest a Chriſtian ca ©e: 
trons a ſad aid (yr fateywhich I not tha 
much admire as cordole.and which inde 6 
hath command:d th:s plain dealing Tre by 
riſe in;o publike View, frſ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ls So that what before (by the eye of God * 
on} and man) might be lockt upon as a ſin of 
ml ſonorance (like that of the 200, men, who 
by ſmooth perſwaſions were induced to fol- 
low Abſolom in Rebillion, in ſimplicity of 2 
heart, not knowirg whither they went, 2 
Sam.15,11, will now be found (if ye per- 
fiſt longer therein) a ſin of choiſe and aclt- 
th berate reſolution;wherein ye declare to the 
4 world(preterd what you will)that you high- 
a {y approve of the unparalleld iniquities of 
theſe men ; and not ovly do the ſame 
things your ſelves, but take pleaſure in chem 
that do them, as well as taks pay from them, 
and contratt their guilt unto your own ſouls . 
in a deeper meaſure by your Approbation, 
ly then you have done by Atting with them, 
; tft For,give me leave to argue ard conclade 
he 70 otherwiſe then the $ cripture does, Was 
'oþ Saul fornd guilty of the blood of the Pro- _ 
Ila) fomartyr Srephen,ouly fer conſenting to his | 
cad death, and keeping the rayment of them 
,t | that ſlew him ? Act, 8. and are not thoſe 
ded men guilty of their SOVErargns bloed, who 
of Oy their clamorous Petitions cried aloud; 
firſt,for noTreaty with him,and afterward 
| B 3 ma 
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no mercy on him ? ard ſince have ſeized, 


not his rayment on!y,but alſo his revenu ' 


and ire reſolv'd to do as much by the hey 
(if God preſerve him not) that the inbers, 
tance may be ſetled in themſelves ? Wha 
| difference was there (in point of guilt) be. 
eween the hands that drave the nails in 
our Saviours crucifizion,and the bold Soul: 
dicrs that ſtood by to maintain the execu- 
tion ? What difference between the Soulds 
ers that were upon the ſcafold where on 
Soveraign was murthered,and thoſe which 
ſtood under the ſcaffold, ard drew thei 
ſwords in approbation of that fatal ſtroky, 
which at once cut off the head of our King, 
and diſmantled the Peace and felicity of 
his thr:e Kingdoms ? Or what differenct 
between thoſe that then drew their ſword 
in approbation of that horrid fatt ,; and 
thoſe that now draw their ſwords in dt- 
fence of thoſe viſible betrayers and mur- 
' therers? ſure if there be any difference tbe 
laſt are by much the deep:y delinquents;far 
| Non ſemper corrupta eft mens male ope- 


rartis.at ſemper corrapta elt male defen- 


dentis,T he mind of him that worketh evi 
P 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, ; 
i not alwaies corrupt but the mind of him 
wr) ' that defendeth evil, is alwaies corrupt, 
ni And the reaſor why this fin ts ſo fearful, 
rh, and deſparate,ts,becauſe when a man com * 
Mal mends and juſtifies a wickedneſs (knowing 
be. it to be ſuch) its a certain figne that hw 
nl judgement and conſcience are both corrus ? 
ul} pred ; inſomnch,that he hath neither eysto } 
wh ſes it, nor heart to be touched with the 
dil guilt and horror of it. | 
” But youl ſay perhaps,ovr heorts did ever * 
ich} abhor the taking away the lat Kings life, : 
eirl ( for I inflance in that only as the moſt: 
ke) motorions addition to all ether evils) and * 
m,| were our hearts legible at preſent, it would 
of} be ſeen how zealous we are for ſct'ing the 
uct preſent King in hzs juſt power and authg- 
rdil rity. But als, we are under the graſp of an 
nll Arbyirarie power,and if we were not what | 
de-\ can ſingle endeavors do? 
wr-| Theſe,I preſwme, are the thoughts of 
thel ſome of yon, for I have heard thens from * 
for| your own months : Truly, you have great © 
pe-| reaſon to do ſomthing exiraordinary for» 
en-| your King if for no other reaſon,but to out 
as what you have done ; but 1 have great” 


B 4 reaſon= 
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reaſon to ſuſpett your minds do but fainth 


"xp in ſmooth words, whes your abticns lock, 
k c/e.122 cnother way? If jor have executed 
* the Loras commr1d( ſuich Samnel to Saul) 
» what meancth the beating of ſheep, and 
E lowing of oxen in mire cars ? If your 
| bearis are a4 jou pretend, what means the 
| Poiſe of your draws,ocnd thander of Cannon 
wt Ser, eppoition ard defiance of Jour 
"Kings Commuſſions ? wyiat means the 
Cnarging Your F {ags, and YARINg your So- 
F veraions Arms out of your Sterns, in de- 
| #+f ation of his government ? Theſe (to my 
f apprehenſion) are ſtrange charatlers of 


Emore devotion to (efars pitture in hu 
| Copy, then to his Perſon or Power, Adv- 


| new maſicrs.in which were the croſs(once 
Fa 41k of the Bea) changed into a pair 
of Gallyws, or into the Div.ls cloven foot, 
world yei([ fear) find !co warns a receptt- 
Fon in too a1) of you, Tt us thought by ma- 


+ 


E gncline this way ; for quid verba audiam, | 
| cum facta videam ? what ds you ſþrak, of 


" planfpble intendments and deſires, wrapt 


or" * 


4 


tojalty in Subjefts : And ſuch as ſpeak, | 


=—- yo 


ring that new minted Mammon of your | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. J 
ny wiſe men,that had not you been the firſt ? 
and fiercest of the Kings enemies, the. 
Royal Throne had been eſtabliſhed, ard +; 
f| the Kingdom ſetled long ere thu ; And Þ[ * 
| beſeech you lock well to it, fer if the hing= 
K fdoms miſeries increaſe for want of its tran |} 
al tural Shepherd, which i mare then probz=" |} 
)| Bles "tis becauſe you hat e taken away the \ 
T] wooden bridge that ſhould convey Fim in- * 
Ti tohis Domimons : and certainly, the enilt * 
ef of all the ſ:d conſequents which ſhall ariſe * 
| pon the want of hum will one day be laid | 
7 | at your Cabbin dares. 
e) But men muſt live in that calling where- 
in God hath placed them, and provide for 7 
their families, or be conclded worle then Þ 
Infidels, 1 Tim, We cannot (with all our * 
| endeavonrs ſayl against wind and T, ide®. F- 
the current of the Times ts ſtrong, and he Þ 
that ſpits againt the wind, ſpits in his own 
face, iy 
Well, let all this be oranted, and what iy 
| elſe can be alledzed to this purpoſe and yet | 
That maxime and concluſion of Solomon + 
ſhall Rand in force ; He that juſtifieth the 7 
- wicked, and he that coxdemneth the juſb,o F 
| cyen + 


: 
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even they both are an abomination to the 
E Lord, Prov.17.15, And that Precept of 
| Moſes (hall out-live all the changes of the 
> world, Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude | 
to do evil, Exod. 23,2. It was never good 
world, ſince things have been carried al 
by Votes, and they that pretend to att what 
' they do.by vertne of a Power derived from 
- the Pecple,da moſs of all abuſe the People; 
woking thers ſpeak, as the Divel ard the 
Heathcn Oracies,or as Friar Bacons bra 
| ze: head (1.e.) what 1 moſt ſerviceable 
|. to their own ends. In an Age ſo miſerabh} 
corrupted and depraved, the major part u 
ſeldom found to be the melicy. And he that 
deſigns himſelf always to the ftrongeſt fidt, 
will certainly be involved in the broad 
Þ.2y,which leadeth to deltrution, Mar. 7.| 
When you ſayl together m a fleet, your Ant! 
T anſtruits you (as you are Sea men) not 0 
* ſayl as others do, at random, but that eve 
; ry man ſtecr according to his own Compaſs; 
41d ſure,as you ave Chriſſians,and in your! 
' wo. £6 toward the Haven of cternal hap: 
p. pineſs, Religion obligeth your to ſteer not al 


OO 


a 0. hers do.but accorairs to the direction of: 
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el Your own Conſciences,guided by the infall | 
of Gle compaſs of Gods Word; he that does 


otherwiſe,runs an irrecoverable hazariss 
le! and it is not by choice, but by chance gf he: 
7d get ſafe to ſhore, | 
a And as touching the ſupport of jour fan 
al mwilies; as he is worſe then an Infidel that; 
my provides not for thoſe of his own houſe,” 
leh by his lawful and honeft endeavonrs ; ſas 
he e ts no better then an Infidel, that ſtands: 
«} inſuch aw of the Divel, as( with the In- 
| Fo s) to wor(hip hins, ne noceat, that he! 
b | may mot hurt him - and out of A ſecret dife. 
s belief of the divine Providence and roods 
al reſs,puts himſelf upon helliſh and unware: 
itil rantable ways for ſupport and advantage. 
all You know who it was that ſaid, all theſe? 
7-4 things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
in! dowa and worſhip me; Ard thengh the} 
lv. times ſhould prove ſo ſevere and particular. 
Ve as to ſome mens deſigns ; that S. Johkus\ 
5 Prediction ſhould be verifi'd among us,VIg, 
wr} that no man might beallowed to buy cr * 
4" 1eil(orio kave the benefit of the Law fave? 
4} he that had the mark of the Beaſt in his 
f right hand , ard that 25 many as would: 


not 
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tot warſhip the image of che Beaſt, ſhould 
be killed, Rev, 13. 15. &c. $17; thoſe who 
arc not irrecoverably fola to their ſecular 
2Gts and in tereſts, hal de well to remem- 
Ser that Gokns expoſtulation of onr Sa- 
jour ; What ſhall ir profic a man if he 
ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe his 
own foul ? Or, what ſhall a man give in 
eexchange for his foul? And iherefore the 
rule 15 fixed in the next verſe, W holoever 


my words.in this adulterous and ſinful oC= 
Fheration ; of him alſo ſhall che Son of man 
be aſhamed,when he cometh in the glory 
of his Father, with his holy Angels, Mart, 
-C 8,70, Sere 1 am, that (notwithſFaxding all 
r byſtls @ after the traſh of this world) 
we [ai carry nothing beyond the grave but 
afrrr Conſcierces, &n leſs »me certain woes 
ard cr T5 catvirnutied by the voluntary de- 
y:109 of our dearest friends (our Confci- 
mee) Among which, thoſe of the Prophet 
| Fl bb. tb::c will certainly have their ſhare ; 

"0'to him that covetcch an evil coveroub 
nels to his boule, that he may fer his neſt on 
thiob, char he may be delivered from the 
| | power 


ttercfore ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of | 


US  m&# 
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Wo unto him that buildecha Town with 
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to thy houle, by cutting off many people, \ 
and haſt ſinned agairit thy lou], For the : 
ftone ſhall cry our of the wall, and the 
Beam out of the Timber (hall anſwer it. 


blood, and (tabliſheth a Ciry by iniquity. 
They that will be rich,ws!! as certainly al . 
into Tempration, and a ſnare,and into mas » 
ny fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown : 
men in deſtrution and perdition. 1 Tim.6. 2 
9. eAnd they that love to fiſh in treubled | 
waters, or trouble the waters thas they * 
way fiſh for prefit, ſeldoms thick of the mas | 
lionity of thoſe Curſes, that are wrapt up 
in thy ill gotten wealth , The wealth is 
winged, and will ſoon take its flight, Prov. © 
23. 5+ But the curſes are of a longer dus + 
rance, and ſtay behind. That which was © 
a ſnare to the ſoul tn th: acquiſition, tu ve= | 
7) likely to prove 4 curſe to the family in." 
the deſignation. It is a ſnare{ſaith Solomon): 
to the man, Who devourcth that which is: 
holy, and after vows to9,make enquiry. ? 
Ala (my deur friends \ what comfort can. 
you take on your death beds, tm bequzathing 


thoſe : 
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| things #2nto friends or poſterity, that ſian 
| before your trembling eys, but as ſo man| w 
witneſſes and remembrancers of gnilt wan y0 
iniquity ? with what comfort or 7 onſcienc} ſe 
can you diſpoſe of your Effates, when yu} o 
know not what to do with your immortd} &« 
ſouls? how « it poſſible you ſhould ſet you # 
| honſe in order when your better part (yom| fo 
wind which ſhould do it) tin the greateſi| 0 
diſorder and diſtrattion ? when all that yu} #t 
have graſped by the hand of Power poo! B 
preſſion, ſhall nat be able (in the leaſt mea} ® 
ſwre)to releaſe you of the horror and amaſe fe 
ment wherewith your mercenary ſouls will 0 
' be ſurpriſed, Therefore if any accurſed gainil} % 
| frick to your fingers,,) advice ts very ſhort, 0h 
but withal ſafe, and I hope, not unſcaſont k 
| ble, Make to your ſelves friends of theþ #: 
Mammon of unrighteouſneſs,chat when ye} 9] 
| fail, ye may be received into eyerlaſting| 
habitations. Matth. 16. 9. | M 
The laſt objettion T foreſee, us very ge-| 
| weral, and very deſperate, and runs parallel} 7 
with that of Cain and Judas, Mine iniqui-| # 
| ty is oreater then can be forgiven,”7 z true} 4. 
© indeed, if you ſet your ſelves befcre the F 
| glaſs 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. I 
d} glaſs of Gods 219,499 look, mpon your ſelves * 
1 wiih as impartial ey (as God looks on you) © 
dl you have reaſon enough to be highly diſple= * 
of ſed with your wglineſs and deformity,Or if 
ul 0# (uffer your attions to be ſcanned and try- 


a} ed by the Municipal Laws you were born * 
ml #nder,which arc the beſt ſecurity you have 

wl for any propriety, you carnet but diſcern 
ef} your Perſons and Effates (in juſtice) to lie” 
ol 4t the mercy of Conſfiſcation and Cenſure. ' 
| But yer, for you to ftand ſo much in your 
&f own light,as to turn your backs upon all of- 
ſel fers of Gracs and Mercy,and to prefer your | 
ll own guilty fears before your Princes fa- 


vour,zs to add more weight to the afflifti=- * 
rt,} ons of your injured Soveraign, To conclude 
u-} kim ſevere,becauſe you are pre-reſelv'd not 
hel fo taZt of his benignity, ts an high breach 
ye} of Charuy and Gratitude, But to ſay withe 
no! #norr ſelves, Nolumus hunc regrare, for 
no other reaſon, but becauſe you adhere to 
1e.4 theſe who killed hu ſervants, murdered his 
ell rojal Father,and ſeized on his inheritance, 
u cleerly and undoubtedly to rebel,not only 
ue Againit his Prerogative(the means of your 


he| Proteltion) but againk the Goſpel i ſelf, 
the. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
* the means of your ſalvation; and infteed of 
giving God and Ceſar their due ; you do at 
ence d:ny Ring and your Chriſt together. 
T rather wiſh and pray,that you may learn 
of Benhadads ſervants,a ſafer way to Peace 
and reconciliation; Behold ( ſay thoſe hea- 
: thens)we have heard that the kings of the 
| houſe of Tirael are inerciful kings ; and 
therefore they reſolve to addreſs themſelvs 
fo the king in a poſture of humiliation, And 
ſo will you (I hope) if yo are not bewitch'd 
| ante your own ruine, Ton have a merciful 
; king to deal withal; one, who #5 bone of 
; your bone, and fleſh of your fleſh; Oze,in 
* whom the heroick ſpirit of his Grandfather 
Henry 4 of France;the peaceable mind of 
* bs Grandfather KJ ames, and the merc- 
ful inclinations of hu martyr d father,d o all 
' Concer to make up an incomparable king : 
who (when we are tyred and jaded with 
© diſputes) muſt at laft be truſted,or can be 
" 0 king; and 15 not in 4a Capacity to ſhew 
mercy, till he hath power to do otherwiſe, 
For, Where the word of a King is,there 1s 
power. ſaith Solomon ; and withour that 
4 power,mercy is not mercy, but ſervile and 
” flaviſh compliance, So 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

Ss that if there were nothing to be al- 
ledged in defence of the Regal power,or in 
demand of the Subjects duty, yet juage 
within your ſelves whether itis better for 
you thatall the ſons of Jerubbaal (which 
are more then 70, raign over you ;) or elſe, 
that the natural head be reſtered to the 
body, for the preſervation and reſt auration 
of our langriſhing gaſping C hurch & State? 
Whether it be better to returnto our former 
Laws and Government, or remainunder 4 
perpetual ſluituation of Arbjtrarie Power, 
which rowls from one f.:ction to another,c 
the wiſeft among us cannot image where 
it will ſettle? Whether one forme of dottrine 
and Diſcipline.or a th orſand Hereſies ard 
Schiſms be the better Religion? Whether 
one King or fifty Colonels is liks to proauce 
the more ſafe and quiet Governnent ? 

It is [aid of ſome who adhered to Saul 
(who was none of the beſt kings) that they 
were a band of men whoiz hearts God 
had touched - bxt fer thoſe th..t deſpiſed 
bim, a11d brenght him no preſets, they are > 
branded with the xame of children of Be- .7 
lial. And in another place, we read of a _* 


fierce 


The Epiſile Dedicatory, 

erce conteftation between the men of I(- 
racl,and the men of Judah,who ſhould ex- 
preſs the greateſt zeal in bringing the king 
to his rejal T hrone; oh,that it might pleaſe 
the God of Peace and Order,to cleſe all our 
unnatural and bloody differences in ſuch 4 
ſweet emulation and agreement, that the 
laſt conteftation among us, might be that 
of out vying one another in the ſeaſonable 
expreſſions of duty and allegiance; that our 
Abſoloms,aud Sheba's,and Achitophels,6 
which are worſe then theſe,onr ſins, being 
fuppreſt;we wonld be as zealous and atlne 
m reftoring the Throne of Gods Anointed, 
as wo have been fatal and unfortunate m 
the demoliſhing of it; without which I fear 
' the youngeſt amongſt 4 will never live to 
| ſee the Bedaone of Truth and Peace up- 
' 02 any firm and aſſured foundation, And 
though his Majeſties preſent condition will 
wot enable him to give you fields and vin- 
yards, and to make you Captains of thou- 
fands,and of hundreds ; yet the villary of 

. theſe times hath not ffript him of all power 
| and capacity to reward ; for he hath a re- 
* ward of Pardon, for ſuch as ſhall ſub mit 
themſelves, 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
themſelves,and return to their allegiance ; ® 
which perhaps,may be worth the looking ® 
after once in ſeven veers, 4s things may * 
fall out, And he hath a reward of 
Bounty and Benianity,a reward of @Merit, 
for ſuch as ſhall aft remarkgbly in hu ſor- * 
vice; which if any man believe nt, I ſhall 

uſpeft him haunted ard purſued into # de= | 
ra of mercy, by the clamonivg herrors of * 

is own guilty Conſcience. And when any of 
you (my Pariſhoners) ſhall deſire to make 
irjal of, I donbrt not bat I am ſo wall ute 
derſtood at Court as to proctive you an expe | 
riment of the Kings mercy,whenſoever you 
ſhall look, after it in the way of duty and 
allegiance. But if you ſhall ſay, That all ts 
welt done which hath been done of late 
yeers; that the foundation of thoſe glerious 
days which ſome of you dream of, ts well & 
ſafely laia in Perjury and Sacriledge, and 
the blood of your Soveraign, tit Jou Cane 
net,nor will not deny the rig ht hawd of fel- 
lowſhip and aſſiſtance to thoſe whom you 
take to be the Patriots ond Proteftors of 
Jour new form'd Commcenwealth, And that + 
I might very well. have ſpared my pains in 


diſe. © 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
: diſquieting your thoughts with ſtrange de- 
arines,hard ſayings,and ſad reflettons on 
| what u pas#t; being reſolved aforehaind,not 
to be diverted. out of the way you are in, 
> To ſuch,] have wo more to ſay,but to ſrgni- 
7 Fie my grief and ſorrow of heart, for the 
F ftrong Deluſion and Infatuation wherein 
| they are involved ; My loul ſhall weep in 
* ſecret for them; and God forbid I ſhould 
{in againſt che Lord in ceaſing to pray for 
- them,w#tile they are on 1h:5 fide the grave, 
- only thus much I would beg of thews for 
| charity and chriſtianity ſaks; that #0 pre- 
' gudice or 13. reſpeth whatſoever, may 
' alienate their hearts from me their Aini- 
| ſter, or drvert their eys from looking wpon 
the following Treatiſe, which (for the do- 


| Gtrinal part) I dare avouch to be no other 


F (what black mark. ſoever may be ſet upon 
"it by thoſe who now ſit at ſtern) which 1 
' have publiſhed, meerly ont of tenderneſs to 
| thoſe mary thouſands in my Pariſh,who in 
times of iryal have not kyown their right 
i hand from their left , nor the right way 
from the wrong ; and not without ſome ſe- 
cret 


then a (incere extratt of ſacred Scripture 
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fear, are yet 1n the aall of bitterneſs, and 


ſhew yau your own guilt in orAtr to your va 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
cret hopes (under the mercy of the woſt © 
high) ts recover ſome of thoſe meny, who I. 


bond of iniquity; wherern, if / have been 
over bold or ſevere in any expreſſions, T ? 
have been inſtrufted 1:to this roughneſs: 

by my Saviours example,who was never ſo. 
invetive Againſt aty,as the Scribes, P ha- 
riſe;,and Hypocrites of that age. And-truly 
my reprehenſions have net been ſo ſhary & 
preſſing ont of any 0: her ſaruf .ittion, but to 


pertance aud converſion, Thoſe diſcafes 
which feſter inwardly, require a faithful, 
though retgh haud to ſearch them , men 
that are failen into a deep ſleep,mut have 
lond cries to awaken thens,and a rude band 
may very well be born witral, to yecover 4; 
man tht is failez into a ſworning fit. And 
for thoſe of my own Coat, if I have dealt 
urſeemly with them: gn diſcovering the ng= 
kedneſs of the ſprritual P arent - let them 
know, I have berrowed this ſharpneſs from 
9, Paul, who, as he is a prlon of extr a= * 
ordinary mreknes and cond: ſcention where 
he met with weak brethren, as appears by 

the 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 

the Circumciſion of Timothy, and his own 
charatter of himſelf,in being all things ug- 
to all men, that by all means he might 
fave ſome;So there were three ſorts of per- 
ſons with whom he would never twiit and 
comply, namely, proud, ambitious, and aſp 
ring perſons, lack a loved to have the pres 
heminence tn ail :f,ing:, of whom he fore- 
warns Timothy. 2. Covetorss perſons, Who 
ſubverted whole houſes, teaching things 
which they ough: not, only for filchy lu- 
Cres lake, 2. Cowords ard drfſumblers n 
Religion, ſach 15 durſt not profeſs Chriſt 

for fear of perſec#ri07; Truly, I ſhall ever 
| declare an eve;(neſs to quarrel with a 
8 my fellow labourers, neither do 7 (from 
my preſent low condition) envie them in 
any of their Promotions ; I love their Per- 
ſons, bat I hate from my ſord thoſe foil & 
ſcandalous ſins of Pride, Cowardiſe, and 
( overonſneſs, which have rerdred them 
both at home c:d abroad ſo odious and un- 
evargelical, 1 wiſh they may ever have be- 
fore their eys, the grard conſideration of a 
walchmans charge, who #5 10 be faithful in 
hu warning, aid corſtaut to his ſlation in 

7 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
all weathers; etherwiſe the people may pe-= 
riſh in their fins (for the merit of their ini- 
quity) but their blood will be required. at 
their hands. 

And now I beſcech you,my deav friends, 
and Pariſhioners, to entertain theſe poor 
labours of mine ,as they are ſent to you, from 
the tender bowels of your ſpiritual ſhepherd, 
which may be followed with more, accord- 
ing tothe candovry and benignity of their 
reception. What may be th: conſequent of 
this my adventure, as to my ſelf,1 know net, 
I have taſted of the houſe of Jonadab (the 
priſons) for your ſakes already ; which may 
be proſecuted (for ought I know)with per- 
petreal baniſhment ont of a ruinaied Vin- 
ard, wherein there ts ſueb a viſible want 
of faithful labourers, as a ſutable addition 
to the injaries ard extremities I have en- 
arr:d for theſe laſt ſeven yeers.] have ſate 
down and conſidered the extent of human 
power and malice, and God hath made me 
a fenced brazen wall, as once he did hs 
| Prophet Jeremy,nor ſhall 1 think my ſelf a 
loſer by thzs piece of devoticn, ſhould it be 
writtez wil} my own blood provided I may 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

be offer'd up on the ſacrifice and ſerviceof 
our faith and converſion, accounting it 6 . 
mo#t frtal & accurſed choiſe,to hazard 
many thouſand ſoxls,for the ſaving of a fo 
gle fortiine,or a bubble life. And if I never 9. 
retfrn to my own Country and Cure, t 
Preach the Goſpel,as I ought fo fpeak,G od; 
will be done; *rwill be a fixed comfort both 
in life and d:ath, that I have diſchargel 
my ſelf ro you in he fidelity of n ſpiritual 
watchman ; ſo that having nothing elſe] * 
wherin to ex preſs my care of Jou,my friends, Ty 
and my charity '0 wy enemies and opprel 
ſors; I thought it agreeable to Chriſtian 
duty to recommend theſe Papers, which | 
ſhall follow with my Prayers : 12. 
That the Go4 of al! gracezand Father of lights ; 


would give you a fghr 0: the error of your doing] { 
in thee irregular and rebellious rimes;and withal 


give You grace 20 tuln away trom it,that you ng ( 


Io 


+ return © him by true repertancezamd ro your Zove 
raign Lord,the Kine, by true fa'th ard allegiance; 
that God may return 1n mercy to you, and dive} Eeb 
thoſe heavie j/gement3 which /ccm ro gather like} Own 
a black cloud over you ; and clene Jour ionls of 19, 

all. preſumpru>nz {:n:z and guide your feer intq by | 
the way of Peace 3 i bus P.avs Nun 
Tuur cjotiynate friend and ſernant 

in Cl 1jts V Sane. 
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mſ 9. Go,and tell this people, Hear ye in- 
tl deed, but underſtand not : and ſee ye 
1, indeed, b ut perceive not- 

10. Make the heart of this people fat, 
th] andn ake their eares heavy, and ſhut 
ell their eyes , leſt they ſee with therr 
all eyer,and hear with their eares, and 
l underſtand with their beart, and con- 
vert, and be healed. 

Ii) 11. Then ſaid 1, Lord, how long ? And 

'ſ| he anſwered; untill the Cities be 

ani waſted without Tahabitant , and the 

[ houſes without man, and the land be 
utterly deſelate. | 

12, And the Lord have removed men 
farre away, and there be a great for- 
ſaking in the midſt of the Land. 


\ 0 D, at ſundry times, and in di- 
vers manners, (pake in time paſt 
unto the Fathers by theProphets. 

Reb.1. 1. Somtimes viva voce, by his 
own immediate audible voice, as Exo. 
IS. 19. Somtin.es by Conſultations, 
by Vrim, according as was direed 
Numb 27.21.Somtimes by manifeſling 

C his 


T. 16, 


13.14. 
I2, 


10, 


(«) Ifa.1, 
IT. 
(6) Eze. 


(s) Mat. Rome, as when he wrcte unto « 
Mark. 4- ginally to be rhe language of Ch 
Luke 8. phet long before his incarnation , 4) 


eA Treatiſe 
His will and pleaſure in a dream, as ty | * 
Pharaoh, and to Foſeph the Parrintch |. ? 
Gen.41, Somrimes by viſions, as kere : 
in this Chapter, The whole Prophefe I 
in general, 1s called the viſion of 1ſaiah\ ? 
the Son of Amoz. (@) and this in the l 
Text is like Exechiels wheet withind 
wheel , (b) a viſion within a viſion. | © 
. Theſe words of the Prophet are of: 
very fad and gloowy aſpett ; as full d fo 
threatning , as theſe rimes wherein m| © 
livezand let this be obſerved from then % 
In general , That there is nor in the k 
whole booke of God a Text tha] ® 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles made ſo mud _ 
uſe of for the convincement of obfti| * 
nate and rebellious Hypocrites , as thi = 
of this Prophet Iſatah: Se that howei " 
it may ſeeme ro be an old, ſtale, ob Re 
flere threatning , direfted only ur 2a 
the Jews many hundred yeers apy: 
yet if we conſult the Evangelical Hitt 
ry, we ſhall find it owned and adopt 
by Chriſt , and by $S- Paul , as We (T 
when he preachd to the Saints Star 


Romans from Corinthus : (a) nay 
bimſelf, and diftated unto this Z 
will appear if we look well upon 7” 
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1(To ſay nothing of the admirable 


of Spiritual Infatuation, 3. 
of John 12+ 41.Theſe things ſaid Eſatas, Toh.12. 
when he ſaw his glory,and ſpake of him. 41- A 
That is;/pake of him prophetically;zand Ads 28. ; 
ſaw his glory (as 9. Stephen did (6b) 26+ | 
as the plery of the eternal Son of Rom. 11, 
God. So that I could have taken my ®- 

Text our of either of ihe Evangeliſts, (5) AQ. 
our of the Adts of the Apoſtles , or the 7+55+ 
Epiſtle rothe Romans , as well as our 

of this Propher, (but thar I defired ro 

ferch my water as neer the {pring head 

25 might be); It is but the language 

of the ſame holy Spirir in all rheſe 3 

and ſure , the holy Ghoſt hath fixed a 

particular mark of obſervation upen 

that Text; which he hath -ſo frequently 

recorded , and inſerted in the Saczed 

volume. 

+ To this may be added, the near 

Relation and Correſpondency berween 

the Text and theſe times 3 what was 

then but in mznis, is with us in panis, 

Ifaiahs threatnings unto Iſrael, are 

Gods viſible executions in land. 


State and Majeſty , wherein God ap- 
peared,when he delivered this Mefſage 
to his Prophet ; not much inferiour ro 
that which was obſerved in the promul- 
gation of the Law; as appears v.1-2.3. 
4.) 'ris enough to ftartle , and awaken 
us, that it is, C 2 Firlt. 


4 


\ A Treatiſe * 
Firſt, Of Judgement ; not of Mer- | py 
cy and Judgement , as once the Plal-| (4 


(a) Pſal. miſt ſang. («) Bur ſolely , and entire-| or 


OC 


ly of Judgement , nor a ſyllabe off m 
m:rcy thar I can find in it; a fad] th 
(i confefſe) bur no unſafe Theam y tf tar 
awe . an1 regulate a man into obe-| Ly 
dience and ſubmiflion 3 The Goſpel i 
ſelf Rar'ds fureſt upon th's recs, ax we 
and the ſeed ofGods word never thrive] ty 
and proſpers ſo well , as where the] not 
furrows have been made by the terron| fel 
of rhe Law. nor 
Secondly, Of Jud ement, nor vpM Re 
the Nations of the carth ar large, upm| the 
Edom, or Moab, or Egypt , or Caldea;| per 
(which elſwhere have their ſeven] hee 
burdens denounced , and by this Pro| (a) 
phet roo) but here the ſad meſſageis} Iudy 
dire&ted unto 7udah, the moſt ſeletied thet 
Tribe of all his own people , a peopt] faty 
that God had ever dandled upon thy batt 
lap of his mercy,and diſtinguiſhed from hear 
all rhe world by his viſible care and Plag 
proreaion over them. Go and tel! Toy F 
people, &c. and if Judgement begin 4 Proj 
Fudahsat the houſe of God,what ſhall wel) 
the end of thoſe that obey not the Goſpq and! 
of God ? 1 Ver. 4-17- - Prop 
Thirdly,'The Judgement here threay Pow: 
nedis not like thoſe which were onc at 
pre 


of Spiritual Infatuation. 
propounded by God ro Davids choiſe; (a) 
(a)a Judgement of a dayzor a monerhs x Eh 
ora-yeer ; bur a more laſting Iudge- mp y 
ment,which was not to be removecsti/l 4413-7 
the Cities were waſied without inhabi- 
tantzand the houſes without man,and the 
Land were utterly deſolate, ver(-11. 
Fourrhly, Wirth the Continvance, 
we have here a very dangerous Qrali- 
ty in the Indgement; A Iucgemert 
not of blaſting , or mildew upon rhe 
kelds or of murrain upon the focks; 
rot upon the goodly pillars of the land, 
Religion, and Iudicature, by removirg 
them qut of their places, nor upon the 
perſon of their King, (the joy of their 
hearts , and the breath of their noſtrils ) r 
(a) all which , are ſore and heavie (<) ans” 
Iudgements;bur a judgement beyond all 4-9 
theſe, a jtdgement upon the Heart ;, In- 
fatuation of Mind 3 A judgemer:t that 
hath no ſenſe of judgement 3 Make the 
heart of his people fat, &c. "here is ro 
plagne like unto that ofthe bearr- 

4 Fifrly, This infatuation is made by 

{ Prophets,partly by falſe Prophets; (na- 
'þ mely) by the ſeduction of their falſe 
pg and byaffed viſions, and partly,by true 

. Prophets ; rarely by the hardning 

af power of the divine Oracles , on thoſe, 

4 that rebel againſt the convincement of 
| that acred tight, C3 Aand 
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A Treatiſe 

And laſtly. We may obſerve the 
Time, when this ſad meſſage was deli- 
vered to the Prophet, and by him de 
nounced unto the people; and rhar was, 
In the ſame yeer that good King Vxziah 
died, v.i- A King thar had deterved 
well of his people » and of whoſe go- 
yerninent none had cauſe ro complain, 
unlefſe it were the Prieſt in one parti- 
cular 3 which is more then our Clergy 
could complain of in all rhe raign of 
our bleffed H:ze4;ah , who fell not (0 
much rhe peoples marryr,as the Prieſts, 
In all which . particulars, the Vikon 


of Iſaiah js fo viſible a charater of | 


theſe rimes » thar any man thar is not 
involved in this Indgement of Infarus- 
tion , may ranand read it + Which! 
mention for no other end , bur to als 
rum and awake the fenſſeſs and ſecure 
of our Age and Nation » who neve 
think themſelves in danger » rill they 
are ſurprized paſt all recovery 
like men in a Conſumption, never think 
themſelves fick , till they find them 
ſelves dead. 

The Text is a Commiſion given from 
the mouth of God himſelf; Gos and zell 
this people, Nc. wherein we have two 
general parts, 


1. A 
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of Spiritugl Infatuation. 
».A preparative to Indgement, Make 
»he heart of this people fat 3 A Reſem- 
blance borrowed from ſuch as feed 
catrel,not for ſtore, or ſervice, but only 
for the ſlaughtering ſhambles. 

2. The ludge-,. 1. Devaſtation and 
menr it ſelf, and\ Deſo/ation, and thar 
that is of ſeverall<general, v-11. 
kinds. 2+ Baniſhment, and 

- Deſertion, v.12. 

All this was threatned many yeers be- 
fore it was execurced » as a means of 
grace held our unto the peoplexo pre- 
vent the dreadful executions of Gods 
Juſtice upon them 3 And fo it is in- 
rended by me , to prevent (if poſſible) 
the remainder of Iudgement , not yet 
execured upon Our ſinful Land and 
Nation. - 

Bur before I proceed to my main in- 
tendment, ir will not be amiſs (by wa 
of Preface or IntroduQion) ro rout 
2 litrle upon ſuch general obſerva- 
tions as do naturally ariſe from theſe 
words of the Prophet;whereip we ſhall 
find great variety of conſiderable mat- 
ter 3 as firſt , from the Prophers Cam- 
miflion [ Go , and tell this peoples bc. | 
we have this clear Trurh hinted unto 


us 


1: That Spiritual Ambaſſadors , are 
C 4 t9 


Obſ.r;. 


31 
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t receive both their buſineſs and inſlra- 
tions how to proceed in their errand and 
Embaſſy, only from God. The Prophets 


(a) of ol time ſpake as they were inſpired, 
- 7 (a)S.Paul delivered to the Corinthians, 
« ag *** no other DoRrine, or Tratirion » then 
b) what he received of the ' Lord; (b) and 
(%. + x1 if be ſhould have done otherwiſe for 


any humane irch or ſatisfa&tion»be could 
23 not have been the ſervant of Chriſt, 

Galt. 10. So rhit if any man (peak 
7c) 25 from Chriſt , Let him ſpeak as the 
-f Oracl-; of G:1. (c) Divinity is of a ſub- 
lim<r ature then ro incorporate with 
lecular and particular ends and ayms 3 
like Quickſilrer , that will nor mix 
with any inf-riour nature. Gods Truth 
muſt nor be formed like Nebuchadnez- 


Let 4s 


"d ) Dan. 7577 Image, partly of Iron, and partly of 


2.23z Clay (dA) *Tis a foul ſcandal to Re- 
; ligioa , when Do&rines ſavour not 
ſo much of the Bible , as the Diurns! ; 
when the pulpit is made the (ſervant, or 
rather flave ro Policy » and the 
Preachers Sermon awed into a Narra- 

tive or Declaration. 
Secondly , The Prophet is com- 
manded both to Go , and ſpeak, &c 
. though he were ſecretly affured afore 


haad from the previſion of God , that | 
. his meſfage ſhould have no other effet| 


upon | 


* of Spiritual Infatuation. 
upon the people » more then ro make 
them more obſtinare and cbdurate. 
From whenee it is evident inthe ſecond 

places that 
God will have his Miniſters diſcharge 
themſe/ves in the duty of their places, 
what ever the ſucceſs be. The obſtina- 
cy or malice of the people » muſt nor 
hinder or deter the Prophet in the de- 
livery of Gods Meſſage. Son of man 
(fairh God ro his Trophet Ezekie|) 
1 ſend thee to a rebellious Nationybut be 
not afraid of them, nor of their words, 
though briers, and thorns be with thee, 
and thou doeſt dwell among Sco pions; oy 
Thou ſbalt ſpeak my words unto them ; 
whether they will hear,or whether they 
will forbear;for they are meſÞ rebellious. 
Ezek+ 2. 3+ 6+ 7. And $ Pant, who was 
not ignorant that the Goſpel of Chriſt 
would cerainly prove a ſtumbling 
blocks and a rock of offence to many in 
Iſrael; and that his own ſermen: would 
p:ove a ſavour of Ceath urto death, 
unro many of his Audirors 4 coth ver 
declare a dreadful wo ro ke his pertions 
if he did not preach the Golpe! of 
Chriſt. (a) The Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpei,hoy ever vilifi:d, abuſed, and re- 
pured as the off ſcourirg of the *or!d, 
are equally ard indificren:ly a ſweet 
CG 5 Sa- 


Obſ. 2. 
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Savour of Chriſt unto God , a4 well in 
thoſe that periſh , as in thoſe that are 
(bd) ſaved, (5) God doth nor proportion 
2* Car. 2. the rewar4 of his ſervants according to 
I5, ſucceſs and event 3 what ever the Nar- 
veſt prove,whether wheat, or rare$,Our 
Iabour ſhall not bee in vain in the Lord. 
1-Cor.15.58, 

Thirdly, Hear ye indeed, but undet- 
ſtand not;and ſee ye indeed but percerve 
not, Here was hearing » but no under- 
ſtanding; and ſeeing,bur no perception; 
Hearing, and nor hearing; Secing and 
nct ſeeing. The ſenſe and meaning 
whereof I rake to be this. - Since by 
your wilful and! conſtant oppoſing of 
my word , you have mot juſtly provo- 
ked metro withdraw my ſpirit, whereby 
Ir might have been effeftual unto your 
Converſion; hereafter, I will not ſend 
my werd unto yon, to convert and ſave 
you , bur ro convince and condemn 
you , the ſonnd whereof hereaſter, 
ſhall bur aſltoniſh you, and the glorious 
rayes Of irs light ſhall be of no other 
uſe unto you , but ro dazle your eyes 
Into a greater degree of Blindneile 3 
from whence ir isevident in the third 
place, that. 


Obſ.3. Jt is not barely the Hearing of Godt | 
word, but the 2racio:44 diſpoſition of the 


heart 
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of Spiritual Infat uation. 
heart, to be guided and governed by its 
that makes it effeFual unto regeneration. 
S, Paul ſpeaks of one that may g7ve 
«ll bis goods to feed the poor , and yet 
have no charity. 1-Cor-18+3 S. James 
makes mention of a great Hearer,and a 
fmall Doer-lam.1.23,A man may have 


- Angelical knowledge , withour Evan- 


gelical faich and ſincerity. There 1s a- 
preat deale of difference berween Hear- 
ing-and Hearing 3 between S Stephens 
Hearers, and B Peters Hearers,In both. 
the word was quick, and powerful, 
piercing even to the dividing aſunder of 


II: 


ſoul and ſpirit (a) Bur with this diffe- (4, 
rence 3 S. Peters Hearers were ſaidtO Heb. 4. 
be pricked'in their hearts;and the con- | 2, 


ſequent of rhar, was an humble and en- 
nre reſignation of rhemſel ves ro be go- 
verned by the Preacher and his Do» 
Qrine 2 as appears AQ 2.37, Men, and 
Brethren, what ſhall we do, &c. S.Ste- 
phens Hearers were alſo cutto the heart, 
durthey were nor penetrated ; for the 
conſequent of rkeir Hearing , was the 
ſioning and munthering of their Prea- 
cher. Firſt they gnaſhed on him with 
their teeth, and afterwards caft him out 
0/ the City, and ſtoned him; as appearse 
AQ&.7.54. From whence it is eyident in 
the fourth place: thar, 

The 


T2 
OL.4." 


"of wage 


The means of grace-when they are vi- 
lified and oppoſed , b?come the greater 
means of ſims and Condeirnation. This 
is very clear inthe eaſe and condition 
of Chorazin, Bethſaida,and Capernaum, 
according to our Saviours own d0- 
Ctrine and determination. Mat,11,22, 
24. The great meaſure of light the 
Scribes and Phariſees ſo eonfidently 
boaſted of, ſerved for no other purpoſe, 
bur ro be an aggravat on of their wil- 
ful blindneffe : Tf ye were blind (faith 
onr Saviour of rhoſe Hypocrizes) ye 


fPuld have no fin (not no fin fimply, | 


bur no fin ſo wilful and inexcuſable) 
but now ye ſay we ſee ; therefore your ſin 
remaineth; loh.9.4 1. Theſe] rake rs be 


the narural doftrines obſervable in the |: 


firſt verſe of my Text. 
The: ſecond preſents us with three 


- more, the firſt whereof is this. 


Obſ.s5. 


Thar Sprritual Infatuation is ordina- 
rily the harbinger and forerunner of 
Indgement. It is given ſomrimes to ſtaft- 
ders by , 15 diſcern nor only the cer- 
tainty,but the neerneſs and propinquity 
of Iudgement , from the ſenſenefs and 
ſtnpidiry of thoſe wbo are moſt con- 
cerned in it-Firſt make the heart of this 
people fat,&c. and ther, let their Cittes 
be deſolate, &cs This is Gods werhod 
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' of Spiritual Infatuation, 
in puniſhings and it concerns us ro look 


to it. 
The ſecond is this : When God de» ObC.7. 


nouneeth Iudgement againſt a people, if 
they were not infatuated, they would 
o&rtainly repent , and be converted unto 


Ged. The charm of Infatuation is fo 


powerful and bewirching » that could 
ſome men know preciſely the time of 
theBridegrooms comingzyet they would 
not be provided of cyl in their lamps; ' 
and if Moſe*,and the Prophets, prevall 
not with them-neither will they be per- 
ſwaded,thevgh one ſþould riſe fromthe 


dead. Lncs6.31, 


- Thethird isthis Thar Aepentance and 
Converſion unto God, is a certain and in- 
fallible expedient for the rev*1ſing , 'and 
removing of his Iudgements- 1 his I ga- 
ther by that lim icar:ion and exception, 
Leſt they ſhould ſee with therr eys , and 
hear,&c. and convert ,and he healed. We 
may gueſs ar, the power of a-ſincere 
Converſion unto Godby an Indulgence 
granted unto Ahab, only for his farmal 
and external humiliation 3 which Cin- 
deed) would not hold weight in the 
ballance of finceriry,and yer had power 
to ſuſpend a- Iudgement rill his ſons 
days: as appears, 1.King21.29. Steſt 
thou how Ahab bumbleth AI 
be 


1 | Obſ,3,] That, in times of Iudgement and ex- 
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he humbleth himſelf; therefore I will 
not bring the evil in his days, but in his 
ſons days. 

The devaſtation of Teruſalem by Ti+ 
tus the Roman Emperoury was foretold 
many hundred yeers before it wag exc+ 
cuted ; and yer obſerve how our $#+ 


viour beſpeaks that bloody Ciry, If 


. Chou hadſt known at leaſt in this thy day, 
- @&c. Luc, 19, 42+ 'Tis the ey-water 
of Repentance, that alone hath power 


II 


r0 extinguiſh the flames of Gods wrath- | 
fal indignation; and ſee how paſtionat- | 


ly God complains when he cannot 
gain this reaſonable aronement on our 
part; O that my people would have 


herkaed unto me , for if Iſrael would 


have walred in my ways , I ſbould ſoon 
have put down their enemies,and tured 
my hand againſt their adverſaries , &c, 
Pial-81-13.14. 

In the third verſe, we find the Pro- 
pher interpoſingand as it were Rtanding 
in the gap between God , and his peo- 
ple » with a queſtion full of tenderneſs 
and compafiion. Vſque gus Domine ! 
Lord how long ſhall this Calamity be 
upon thy people 3 Where , from the 
Prophets queſtion, we have this obſcr- 
Varion. 


treme 
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of Spiritual Infatuation, 
treme Calamity, it belongs eſpecially unto- 
thoſe whoſe funion renders them near- 
er unto God then other men; to mediate 
and intercede between God and his peo- 
ple, as being many times moſt powerfull 
with God, when but vile,and contempti- 
ble in the cys of men. Thus faithful 4- 
braham intercedes for wicked Sodom 
and Gomorrah, not by one queſtion (as 
here the Prophet Eſay) bur by- fix fe- 
veral addrefles and propoſals;by which 
he had brought it co this fayovrable 
flue, that] if bur ten righteous perſons 
had been found therein, the Iudgemenr 
had been reverſed , and thoſe Cities 
ſpared. Gen 18. 32« Thus was Moſes 
in the gap-to ſtop the incurſions ofGods 
wrath upon his people 3 In one place, 
he ſeems ro lay hold on Gods hand , by 
a holy Violence » inſomuch rhar God 
ſeems ro intreat for the uſe of his arm 
for the vindicating of his honour upon 
a Stubborn and rebellions Generation, 
inthe language of a Supplicant. Let me 
alonexthat my wrath may wax horzand 
that I may conſume them , &c. Exod» 
32.10. And in the ſame chapter » he 
intercedes for the people with (o greas 
earnefineſs, as if the zeal for their pre- 
ſervation ha4 earen out the care of his 
own erernal condition 3 his lancuage 
leems 


Obſ.9. 
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ſeems to import no leſs, v.32- And now, 
if thou wilt,forgive their fin;and ifnor; 
blor me I pray thee owr of the book 
which thon haſt written, 

And the Propher Samuel! , who (to 
his grief) lived to be a witne(s of many 
daring provocations in his time, would 
notwithſtanding never ceaſe to be their 
Advocarez God forbid (ſaith he) that | 
ſhould ſin againſt the Lord, in ceaſing to 
pray for you. 1. Sam. 12. 23-Nortang but 
the Prophet Ieremies expreſs inhibition 
(pray not for this people) (a) ought to 
abate the ſtrength of a Prophers devo- 
tion and interceſſion for Gods people 
in the time of their extremity, 

Laſtly from Gods anſwer, we have 
three remarkables of ſad and ſerious 
obſervation: The firſt is this. 

That the patience and long ſaffering 
of Gods mercy , doth neirher abate nor 
divertthe proceedings of his Iuftice- 
God is not as man, thar threarens many 
rimes far beyond his intendmznts 3 
chough his hand be litred up , and his 
ſword brandiſhed a long time before he 
ſtrike,yet when he does ſtrikezhe ſtrikes 
home, There be ſpiritszthar ate created 
for vengeance, which in their fnry lay 
on ſore ſtrokes, in the rime of deſtru- 
tion they pour out their forces,and ap- 
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of Spiritual Infatuation, 
peaſethe wrath of him thar made rhem. 
Eecleſ 39-28. And though that be A- 
pocryphal, I'm ſure this is not,God will 
wound the head of his Enemies, and the 
hairy ſcalp of every one that goeth on 


' 1 flillin his wickgdneſs. Pal. 68:21, The 


longer his bow lies nnbent, the ſtronger 
will the draught be,whenſoever he ſhil 


rake it into his hand. T he deluge upon Gen-6 4, 


the old world was ſuſpended an hun- 
dred and rwenty yeers » tut when it 
camezit ſwept clean ; but eight perſons 
preſerved in that univerſal deſtrudtion;. 
S$o the Judgement in the Texr was ſuſ- 
pended for many Generat'ons , bur 
Whea the day of Gods viſitation came, 
It proved a (weeping Iudgement; a be- 
ſom of deſtrution , was employed tro 
make clean work- The Cities to be 
waſted withour inhabitant , and rhe 
houſes without man , and the Land to 
be utterly detolate;or as it is in the ori- 
ginal (ſignified in the margent)) Deſo- 
late with deſolatio-. 


* 


Secondly, We are here to obſerve ; Obſ.10, 


That GoJs Judgemen's areneirher all 
of a fize,nor all of a (ort- Here is Deſo- 
tation ar home,and Baniihmenc abroad, 
and Gods 'orſakirg,which is woric then 


either; Fear, and the pit, and the ſnare F (4.24; 
are upon thee;O inkabirant of the eank, 17,18, 


ſaith 


6Ts 
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ith this Propher in another place:and 


it ſhall come to paſs,that he who fleah 
from the noiſe of the fear,fhall fall into 
the pit y and he thar cometh our of the 
pit » ſhall beraken in the ſnare- The 
meaning 1s, that God w:ll never want a 
plague to find out thoſe , rhar_ find out 
ways to proveke the eys of his glory, 
Bur adm.r there be cerrain deſolation 
in Iudea, may not the Tews take ſhe'ter 
in Egypt? No, The Propher ſhews 
th:m the conſequent of that fruirleſs 
defigne, Ia»z0-. They ſhall carry their 
riches , and rheir treaſures upon the 
bunches of Camels , to a people tha 
ſhal nor profit them; for the Egyptians 
ſhall help in vain , and to no purpoſe, 
Egypt hath been a ſufficient ace of 
Gods proſecuting one Iudgement with 

, for the wanifeſtation of his 
power, and wrath upon that King, and 


people. 


God hath his quiver full of arrows, 


the magazine of his Iudgements is in- 
exhauftible. What a black roll of Ind- 
gements do We read of Levir.26. and 


* Deut.26.and though we might ſuppoleſ 


the ſpirit of a man able to underpo all 
that is there threatned : yer there i 


&* - Deut, 28, mention wade of unwritten plagues; $0 
that, what S. Paul ſpeaks of the prepa- 


rations 
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of Spiritual Infatration. 19 
parations of Iuſtice 3 Ey hath notfeeny 

nor ear heard , ncither hath entred into 
the hearrof man » what God bath pre- 

par:d , as well of woe, for rhoſe that 

hate, as of blefſedneſs , for thoſe that 

love him, There is no avoiding the Di- 

vine wrath » but by patience, and ſub- 

miflion, -and an humble accepration of (a)L 
the puniſhment of their iniquity. (a) |. 5 wa 
Sothu Calum, nn animum, mutat non ©* #5" 
vindiftamBivinam-Fer alas,what com» 
fort can ir de unro Cain to have his life 
allowed him, and to ſpin ir our in a fu- 
gitive condirion,with a burthen of hor- 
ror upon him greater then he is able to 
bear? What pl eaſure can a man take to 
liveupon Earth , with Hell in his bo- 
ſome ? Whar ſatisfa&tion ro be taken, 
In forſaking our Connery,whilſt the nor 
forſaking of our ſins, gives us t00 
cauſe to fuſpet we are forſaken of 
God? Which leads me to the laſt gene» 
_ obſeryation of the Text: and iris 

is. 
That when a people are (@ wilfully Obſ.rr ; 
wedded ro their own rebellious ways, 
that they are neither warned by Gods 
word, nor won by his mercies, nor re- 
Claimed by his Iudgements 3 God wilt 
certainly forſake rhat people; which is 
the higheſt expreſiion of his _ 
an 


A Treatiſe 


and juſtice. In the bapk of the Revel;- 
tion » we have repreſented unto us by 
way of vifion,many dreadful execurions 
of Gods wrath,intimated unto vs by the 
Sounding of ſeyeral Trumperszrhe ope- 
ning of ſeveral Sea's, the pouring our 


of ſeveral Vialls, &c. and rhen after all | 


this (as a ſad preparative to rhe grand 
account, whieh every man mult give at 
the Tribunal of Iudgement) we read of 
this fatal and . final determination, Fe 
thar is unjuſtz)et Him be unjuſt ill; and 
he that is fhlchy, !er him be filthy hill; 
Rev+22+ 11. (that is) He that will not 
be reclaimed by any gracious applics 
tion ; ſhall be leſt impenetrable ro his 
own ruine » and deſtrufion- It was 4 
ſore,and a grievous ſervitude which the 
Iſraelites ſuſtained nnder the unrex 
ſonable, and (indeed) impoſſible com- 
mands of Pharaoh and his Officers, for 
400.3eers ropgether; and ir is very pro- 
bable that Jacob underſfiood what 
would befa! his poſterity in Egypt, 
long before he went down thither, God 
having communicated the ſame to his 
Grandfather Abraham, as appears: Gen. 
15 13+ Know of a ſurery, that thy ſeed 
ſhall be a ſtranger ina Land that is not 
theirs, and ſhall ſerve them , and they 
ſhall afflict them 400, yeers- And yet 


laced. 
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of Spiritual Infatuation, 
Jacob is commanded to lay afide: all 
fear of going down into Egypr, aot- 
wirhſtanding this predittion ; and the 
reaſon is » becauſe God promiſed togo 
along with him; as appears Gen- 46.34, 
The promiſe of Gods preſence- exrin- 


 guiſheth the fear of 400+ yeers certain 


AfMiiftion- And when upon an high 
provocation , Gov! rhreatned the ſame 
Reople ro withdraw his preſence , and 
to ſubſtitute an Angel in his room for 
their cenduet inro Canaan , fee with 
what bitterneſs of ſpirit they enterram 
the meſſage; Tis ſai? gthat'whzn the peo- 
ple heard theſe tidings ; They mourned, / 
and no mar did put on þ% ornaments, 
Exod. 33. 4+ How fir we have forfeired 
the condndt of a fgracionus God in our 
former defignes and engagements, I rake 
no pleaſure ro remember. Tis well if 
(together with onr poſſefiions | and 
eſtates » and many other bleſimgs,) we 
have not left the favour of the Donor” 
alſo; Sure lam, The ſafety and preſer- 
vation of a people, of a Ciry, of a foul, 
conſiſts intirely and immediarly in the 
gracious preſence of Almighty God 3 
And it is meſt certain, T hat God never 
forſakes a people; rill they firſt forſake 
himzlIſa.$ 0, 1+ and as certain;that when 
a people forſake their God , God _ 
a.{0 


22 


ms; Nor the people of God; into Lot 
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alſo forſake and eftrange himſelf from | 


thar people. 2. Chron 15- 2+ So tha, 
when it comes to this fatal Breach and 
Divorcement;thar God begins to with- 
draw from his Sanftuary (the place 
where h: had fixed the marks of hi 
favour in bis Name and Worſhip,»he 
he is ſo highly provoked , as tO hate, 
where he loved,in ſ@ much thar he can- 
not look upon his people with any 
pleafing aſp«& , nor ſpeak unto them, 
bur in thunder and lightning , nor call 
them by that ancient -name of favour 
(a) by which he had diſtinguiſhed 
them fromall the world ; Burt whis 
Ifraet-Frbar is) a people prevailing 
with God, ſhall be turned into Loew 


bemah, a people that hath not obtained 
mercy When that of rhe Propherlere 
my ſhall be fulfilled 3 I have forſaken 
mine houſe,[ have left mine Heritagel 
have given the dearly beloved of my 


ſoul inro rhe hands of her Enemies; 
Ter.12.7. Then every thing ſhall twiſt 
and conſpire ro rhe ruine and defim- 
Rion of that people. 

The Schoolmen diſtinguiſhing di 
prna Sen ſ1u5,and pena Dam 1;conclude 
the lofs of heaven,and the want of God 


preſence,-a far heayier judgement = 
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| the pains of Hell , ſuſtained in ever- 
lafting chains of darkneſs. And the rea- 
ſon is,becauſe the memory and conrtem- 
plation of a berter,Joublerh the miſer 
of a worſe eftare, and condition Sure 
am) the Scripture evidently concludes 
Apoſtacy of far nearer relation and al- 
liance to rhe botromleſs pit , then A- 
theiſme : and rhat it had been better 
men had never known the way of righ- 
reouſneſs, then after the knowledge, 


Tafte and Experience of that way of 2.Pet, 2, 
life,to turn away,and forſake it, begin* 21, 


ning inthe Spirit and concluding in the 
flh. For if we fin wilfully , after we 
have received the knowledge of the 
Truth; there remaineth no more ſacri- 
fice for ſin; but a certain fearful looking 
for of Indgement.and fiery indignations 
which ſhall devour the adverſariess 
Heb.1 0.25.27». 

The fum of all theſe genera! Conſi- 
derations,is but this; Whenſoever God 
forſakes a people. he leaves them infa+ 
fuated and berwitch'd to their own 
ruine and deſtruQtion; and whenſoever 
a people is ſo far infawated;their hearts 
ſo fattheir ears ſo heavie their eyes ſo 
wilfu'ly ſhut » that they will neither 
diſcern the threatnings of an angryGod, 
not be awakened by the viſible execu- 
. tions 


2.4 


Applica- 
| tion, 


- threatnzd unto Iutea , hath been the 


Ifai.5. IO, 
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rions of his Indpgements; Ir is an evident | 


roken, thar God h:th forſaken them. $ 
that whether we take Spiritual Infatu 
tion for the precuring Cauſe of Deſola- 
rion and miſery; or ſor the Effedt of 
Gods Iuſtice upon the heart of a pev- 
ple forſaken of him;or for the Fene and 
Symptom of his certain vifccation , we 
are to 10k vpon itas a fatal Iludgement 
upon the ſoul,» here ere we find 1t- 
Quos perdere wult Deus » demientat 
Þr1:45 
Nor tro{diimifſſe theſe genera!s without 
ſome ſh»tA pplication. You have heard | 
your Prophetzand ſeen his Commiſſion, 
Only tie Scene is changed. Whatws' 


diſmal Tragedy in England. Deſolation 
and Devaſtation at home : Baniſhment, 
and [ fear, roo genera! a Deſertion of 
that are abroad.God hath ſper.r a whole 
quiver of his arrows 4 poured out 1 
whole volley of his Iudgements,neithe 
unlike, nor inferiour to the Egypria 
plagnres He hath ſmitren us inthe it 
crea(- of the earth, by blaſting and 


mildews; inſomuch, thar we may takt 
up chePropher Iſaizh's complairt, tha 
an Oner of ſeed hath not (in many p! 

ces) jeilded an Ephah of ſrutt ; (1 


15)nor the terth part of w hat was ſom 
a 


F 


S 
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of Spiritual Infatuation. 
and our Land, Which was wont to be a 
lender unto other Nations , hath been 
curſed into a blaſted and borrowing 
condition : He hathy ſinitten us in our 
flocks and Þerds , by a ſtrange kind of 
murraig and rotrenneſs in all ſorts of 
Cairel. He hath ſmitren us in our purſ- 
es,by reducing us unto extteme penurY3 
and (mitren us in our poſterity,/by cut- 
ring off our yong men with the ſword- 


How hath the form of war (like an E- 


egyptian Hail) broken down Our gocdly 


eaten up by Locuſts, and Caterpillers, 
and all manner of Egyptian 'Vermine ? 
What ſwarms: of frogs (from the bor- 
tomleſs pir,) have crept into our houſes, 
crokirg our their own frauds, and per- 
nicious fallacies , to the ſeduction of 


ren» and women » laden with fns, led 


abour with divers luſts 2 What palpa- 
ble (and more then Egyprian) Ccarkveſs 
hath followed hereupcn in all places ? 
and ſure, if our waters have nor becn 
turned Into blocd; our earth Fath been 
miſerably drenched and ſoaked with 
Chriſtian, Proteſtant , Engliſh , Neble, 
Royal blocd; and (which is keyonrd all 
this.) The plague of Pharaohs impe- 
nitent and obEurate Spirit , hath ſo far 
ſeized npcn our ſouls , thar thovgh we 
are brought into the red fea of affii- 
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Qion,and ſurrounded'on Every fide with 
hovering deſtruion, yet we have nor 


Ifa-9.13, inall this time,cerurned unto fim"rhar 


hath ſmitten us- Me-thinks I heat the 
God of che Spirits of all fleſh complain 


of us, as once he did of his own people | 


Ifracl 3 Why ſhould ye be tricken any 
more ? Ye will-revolt more,and more; 
the whole heal is fick , and the whote 
heart is faint; from rhe (ole of the'ſaor; 
ro the crown of the head , there # no 
ſoundneſs,bur wounds, and. bruifes, and 
purrifying ſores 3 and therefore your 
Country is. deſolare,and your Ciry burwt 
with fire, && Iſa-1.$-6.7, | 

And certainly, our recovery out of 
this fatal Diſtemper ,. belongs alonero 
the Redeemer of our Ifrae!; for the wi- 
ſeſt of men cannor diſcern by any hus 
mane perſpettive, how it ſhould be et+ 
fefted. Tis only the great Gentra'ifli» 
mo of heaven, and earth , thar maketh 
wars 10 ceaſe in all the world, and ms 


kerh men in an houſe ro be of one mind; 


That breaketh dowa, and baildeth up; 
that moverh 2 Land , and divideth it; 
an] ar another time, hea!erh rhe (ores 
and fattnerh the pillars thereof;and de 


liverech Iſrael our of all his troubles 
Whar ſecular arm he will ue in this 
work whenſoever his mercy ſhall take 
it in hand; or who ſhall live to (ce our 
breachs 


of Spiritual Infataation. 
breaches repaired;and our preſent rub- 
biſh chang'd inro the ſtrudture of a 
(more then pretended) reformation ; I 
know not. The Scripture tells ws, that of 
tho'e many thouſands 10 whom the 
/ pood Land of Canaan was promiſed, 
wo only ſurvivedito be inveſted in the 
pofſefiion,all the reſt were cur off in the 
wilderneſs , by the iniquity of their, 
own ſinful proyocations. Sure I amxhar 
God in his own time will bring the 
way of every Wilful tran{greifor upon 
his own head 3 and the crying raigni 
fns of our Land , are (many of them 


(that is,) ſuch as ſhall certainly find the 24- 
ſevere hand of Ged in their puniſhmenr 
on this fide the grave : bur I am nor 
ſure; that God will puniſh Wypocrites, 
by Atheiſts ; or tonour thoſe with the 
glorious employment of ſuppreſſing 
Rebels and Repicides; who themſelves 
rejuſe to have him raign over themzand 
re-crucifiertheir Redeemer daily , by a 


 porpemal backfliding» Our Enemies 
4 


ve thriv'd and proſpered hitherto, 
fo otherwiſe tken Lads and Sparagus, 
by the dung and purrifattion of our fin- 


| fulneſs. Lerus bur withdraw this abo- 


minable contribution of our ſuperfluiry 
of nauphkrineſ: I dare be your Pro- 
phet; you ſhall ſee your Enemics power 

D 2 wither 


 m 


ſuch as go aforehand ro Iudgement, 1-Tim. 
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wither like graſs upon the houſe top; 
and their perſons grow as contemprtible, 
a3 dung upon the earth. To effect thele 
our greedy defices , the ways of Policy 
and divided «Applications to divers 
parties and faftions ,..is. very intricate, 
unſafe,and hard ro hit-The ways of true 
Honour, Religions: and Iuſtice , are far 
more caſie,ſuccesful, and afſured. But no 
expedient (for the healing of a Land 
waſt:d with wo, and miſery.) like unto 
chat of the Texr, (Repentance and a 
fincere Converſion unto God.) Ler this 
be done firſt, and in all our difficulties 
God will not be wanting to ns in the 
ſafe condu& of his Holy Spirir. The 
truth is, mot wounds will heal and 
cloſe of chemſelves, if they may bebu | 1i 
kept from filth and purrifaction 3 and | lit 
the main of our Cure lies in Naamav | m 
Preſcription 3 and is of no more diff | -Ji1 
cultygbut to waſh,ard be clean» * O 

Oh then)ler your Prayers,and Tam m 
and improved Converſations , be nov] I 
more forrunare and ſucceſsful in the ſer-} in 
vice of your Soveraign: then all yout] Þ 


former riorouſneſs and debauchery} ri 
hath been fruitful only in miſchiefy{ 1 
and miſcaryinzs. Who won'd not dif, » 
card a Conreftation, an animoſity , 4 WM. 
boſom and beloved fin, ro qualifefk <c 


himſelf for ſo g'o1ious an Employment 
aj 
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of Spiritual Infatnation, 29 
as the reſtauration of a GlorzowsC hurch, 
and a Flourifhing Kingdom,invaded, and. 
trampled upon by Rebeltious Hypocrt- 
tes ? Whar pity it is ro ſee men ſo da- 
ri” g,and reſol ved,as to hazard and for- 
ſake their neereſt Interefts and Rela- 
tions, rather thcn deliberately ro make 
Shipwrack of their faith and Alle- 
geance; and yer to ſcethe ſame men, as 
weak and unſtable ar water in bearing 
up againſt a petty pavltry luſt, and in 
denying themſelves in their own vi- 
ciohs ſenſvalities 2 Which gives occa- 
fon to many men to doubt, whether in - 
their particular engagements, they do 
not ſeek themſelves more then the com- 
mon ſervice- 

Our taſk (I muſt confeſs) is not un- 
like that of che poor oppreſſed Iſrae- 
lires , under the ſevere Egyptian taſk 
maſters; we have much work ro doybur 


-little or no ſtraw wherewithal to do ir. 


Our perils , nor unlike thoſe S.Paul 
met withal in his great maſters ſervice» 


_ Terils of watersperils of robbers,perils 


in the ſea, perils an.org falſe brethren-z 
tutthe perils of all perils, are the pe- 
rils by our own Country men. 2+ Cot- 
11.26. Our Condition, rot unlike that 
which is deſcriked by the ſame Apoſtle 


in anCther place. Troubled we are cn 1.Cor- 4+ 


every fide , yer nor diſtrefled ; Caſt 89. 
NY downz 
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down,but not deftroyed;:Perplexed,bur 
not m; deſpair;Perſecuted, bur (we ho 
in Chriſts not under the Doom in the 
Text) not forſaken of our God In theſe 
perils and perplexities , our ſecureſt 
way Will be, to berake our ſelves unto 
his ſhelter and Protefton , who is the 
confidence of all the end of the earth, 
and of them, rbat arc a far off upon the 
ſea. 

To thee therefore © merciful and 
gracious God,do we reſigne and recom- 
inend,ovr ſe{ves, aur ſouls, and bodies, 
onr Cauſezand all our Coancels and de- 


fgns;beſceching thee ro remove Our fins | 
as far from-u1s, as they have removed ns 


out of thy favour; O rhou that ſpared 
Ninive in compaſiion to thoſe many 


thouſand innocents thar were therein;be | 


pleaſed our of rhine infinire mercy , to 
ſpare thoſe finful Nations from whence 
weare, and give notup thine heritage 


therein to ſuch Confuſion; but rum w- 


O Godat the laſt, and be gracious unto 
ty ſervants ; Oh farisfie us with thy 
mercieszand that ſoon, and do nor fuffer 
thy whole diſpleaſure to ariſe upon us; 
bur do thou ariſe, and have mercy upon 
Sion z build thou the walls of our de- 
cayed Iernfalemy and cauſe rhy face a- 
gain to ſhine upon thy Sanfuary among 


us; So wexthar be thy. people,and =_ ; 
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of Spiritual Infatuation,, J1 
ofthy paſture fhall give thee thankes 
- forever 5 anddeclare thy loving kind- 
neſs from generation: generation» 

Thus I have ſhewed the ſeveral ker» 
nels of this Pomgranate;but to have in- 
ſiſted particularly upon every one of 
them, would have ſwelled this Treatiſe 
beyond its intended Bulk 3 TYe main 
thing I ſhall fix upon for my ſubjee, is 
the Dofrine of Spiritual Infatuation) 
the epicemical diſeaſe and infeftion of 
theſe Times 3 reſervirg the other con- 
ſiderations, tro be inſerted , and inter- 
weaved, as ſubſervient handmaids ro 
this grand pur fe, cr to te uſed as fo 
wany Night daſheszin the pourtraiure 
of this vgly ard Cceformed monſter of 
this &fe. 

Incraſſa cor populi hu'us. Make the 
heart of this peeple fat. The dileaſe we 
hare to do withal, lies rot in the Head; 
it 15 not a vertigo , ot Whimſey in the 
brain , an error in opinion ; But 'tis a 
deſperate malignant humour thas flies to 
the Heart, the ſeat of the viral Spirits, 
and the principal part of the whole 
body. In that black roll ef curſes we 
read of Deur-28.the greateſt (to my ap- 
prehenfion) is that which is ſer down 
v.28. The Lord ſhall ſmite thee witb 
madneſs, and blindneſs, and aſtoniſhment 
of heart, And Salomcn in that excelent 
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prayer which he made ar the Dedica» 
cion of the Temple , makes the know- 
ledge and removal of this plague of the 
heart, ro be the charaReriſtick nore of 
rrue reperrance s and acceptation with 
God,1.King 8 38. 'Tisthis part that is 
primum vivens.and ultimum moriens,as 
vell in Grace,as Nature-And therefore, 
Fnce the A& of the Spiritaal Phyſrian 
is ſo much concern'd in the preſerva- 
rion ane recovery of this principal part; 
rhat I may 'proceed with the more 
hopeful ſaccefſe therein 3 Ir will nor be 
amiſfſe ro proceed after this method ; 
name!y, ro ſhew 

I. The diſeaſe it ſe'f, 

2. The Cauſes of it. 

3- The Symptomes of it. 

4+The moſt hopeful way of Cure of it. 
_ »Firſt of the Diſeaſe. We ſay in Phy- 
ſick z that a diſeaſe is more rhen balfe 
cured , when it is certainly known and 
diſovered ; and more grand ercors ate 
commirted by unwary affurances, then 
by illiterate applications. This of the 
heart is mentioned in Scripture with 
great variety of expreflions- That 
which we read fo frequently in Scrip- 
rure of. che Sons of Belza/,men rhar lived 
(in their generations) «Abſque Jugos 
without any yoke of Religion , or Go- 
T2rn'nent upon theme That which the 
Pſalmiſt 


I. 
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of Spiritual Infatuation. 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of a people , whoſe 
hearts were as fat as greaſe, (or as 
brawn, according to the vulgar rranlla- 
tion) Pſal.119.70.That which thePro- 
pher Exe4zel ſpeaks of an Impudent, & 
Rif hearted people , Ezck+2. 4- That, 
which the Frotomartyr Stephen ſpeaks 
of a ſtifinecked people, and uncircum- 
ciſed in heart and ears. Act.7. $1. Thar 
which S.Paul mentions of ſome, whoſe 
conlciences were cauterized and feared, 
as With an hor iron. 1.Tim-4- 2» That, 
which he calls elſewhere, Blindneſs of 
hearr, in thoſe who (being paſt feeling) 
have given themſelves over unto licen- 
tiouſneſs , ro work all uncleaneſs with 
cedineſs, Eph.4.18. 19. That which 
Be calls a ſtrorg deluſion in thoſe who 
are deſigned to belicve a lie ro their 
own deſtruicn. -2.T heff.2- 11. Thar 
which he calls the darkneſs and defil e- 
ment of the mind and Conſcience. 
Tir.1. 15. The fare is the Ceſperare 
diſeaſe of the fat heart in the Texr.All 
theſe are but ſo many expriefi.ons of the 
ſame Malignir'e in the Soul. Su that by 
the far heart, we are to underſtand ſuch 
a Brawny,obſtinare, and obdurare keart, 
23n0 admonitions can reclaim, or mer- 
cies move , Or tFreatnings regu!ate, vor 


motions mollife; an heart rhur hates ro Pſal.zo, 


be reformed, that is wilfully reſolved 17, 
| Ds ro 


*. 
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to ſubſcribe ro no command;but to pur- 
ſue wirh greedine(s and delightghe full 
ſwinge of irs o'yn ſenſual and deprayed 
inclination;- 

We ſay in Philoſophy; Qualitates ins 
tenduntur, Cy remittuntur. All Qual» 
ties admit of intenfions and degrees. 
For as in Artificial Contrivances , one 


wheel infers the motion of another; | 


and one colonr is a preparative ro an- 
other ; rill the cloth be dyed in Grainz 
As in Matters Military, ſmall defeat at 
hrf},may be the occaſion of a toral Rout? 
Soin Matters Spiritual, per ſ-elera ad 
ſcelus , one iniquiry is ordinarily the 
dore and preparative to another, till at 
laſtrhe fn becoms of a ſcarler dye; and 
one Judgement (if not entertained 4s 
coming from the juſt hand of God;) be+ 
comes a fatal preparative ro another, 


—— —— CI nets 


rill at laſt rh» ſoul becoms paſſey- | 


firicken, and hath no ſenſe ar all of rhe 


kand char (mireth ir- Thus it fares wich 


this Porcſis tzs Kardias "This In* 


fatwnation . or Obduration of the Heart | 
15 of fevera! Kinds or Degrees ; I ſhall | 
ſpcak on!y of chree of them unto which | 


all may be reduc. d. 
Firſt. There 1s an o>duration which 
15 netyral , and cominoa to the whole 
Iomp and maile of mankind. The Ero- 
pit Feremy ſpace of a foreſkin grov+ 
vg 
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ing upon the heart , which muſt be ta* 
ken off. Circumcile your (elves to the 
Lord , and take away the foreſkins of 
your hearts. ler. 4- 4. Of which Spiri- 
tus! Circumeiſfion . the Legal, in the 
Aeſh,was bur a Type and figure,the rrue 
Circumciſion being that of the heart; in 
the ſpirit, and nor in the letrer; whoſe 
praiſe is not of man, but of God, Rom, 
2.29. With rhis foreſkin «bour the 
heart,is every man barn into the world; 
and 'tis no ſhame for us to acknowledge 
the vilenefſe of our natural pollution, 
according as Exechiel deſcribes ir. E- 
zeche15-4.5.6. For till we are clenfed 
of this fixbineſſe , ard this foreſkin be 
taken away, ve heart of man is abo 7- 
nable.and diſobedient, and to every good 
work, averſe , and reprobate. Of this 
ſpeaks the ſame Tropher. alſo in an- 
other place, A new hearr will I give 
you, and a new Spirit will I put within 
you , and I will rake away -the ſtony 
heart our of your Reth, and I will give 
You an heart of Feſh, Erech.26. 25+ So 
that » when God 1; faid to hardenany 


mans heart, it is not ro be nnedaRood of 


any poſitive att, or cperaticn upon the 
heart,making that hard and impcrerra- 
ble, which Lefore, was ſoft ard pliable; 
but (according ro the Carnſel of ts 
maſt juſt , ard holy will) by way cf 

N28 4- 
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Noeation, or rather preterition; he paſ- 
ſeth by rhe veſlels of wrath-and leaves 
them as he fornd themyw ith their natu- 
ral hardnefſe and dryneflſe upon them, 


No atherwiſe then as the earth is ſom- - 


times parched and made fruitlefle, (nor 
by any poſitive curſe, buy) as it was in 
Eliahs time z when the cloads were 
withheld from pouring their ra'n apon 
it» Thus we read cf Sihon Kine of the 


Amoritesghat when the [ſrae/ites would | 
have pafled peaccably through his ter- 


ritory, paying not enly for their meat, 
bur tor their water, and pawning their 
faith only to paſſe along the high way, 
without turning ether to the right 
Hand or 70 the le : It is ſaid, that God 
hardned his Spiritzand made his heart 
chſtinate, Deut 2-30. (that is) he leſt 
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b1m to be ruined by his own natural | 
peeviſh, and unfriendly diſpoſition; in | 


oppoſing that people which he ſaw 


God Almighty owned by his viſible 


power and proteftion.God hardened his 
heart.non indu”endo malitiam , ſed pro» 
pter peccata precedentia , ſubtrahendo 
gratiamz leith Aquinas- 

2, Iherc iS a ſecond kind of 05%: 
ration, which is Caſual and Volsntary, 
the work of a inans own wilful and 
rernicio'1s irduſtry 3 A kind of poiſon 
extraticd our of many ycnumous and 


| 
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deſtructive ſimples 3 A cuſtom contra- 
Ged by the iteration and repetition of 
many Yitious and ungodly attions- 
Now though hardneſſe ke the quality of 
all iron in general;yet there is an appa- 
rent difference between the hardneſs 
of iron inthe Ore , and the hardneſs of 
iron in'the Anvil ; That in the Ore is 
hard by nature ; That inthe Anvil, is 
hardned by defigne,and growes harder 
every dayby a conſtant multiplication 
of ſtrokes upon ir, That in the Ore, is 
malleable, and eafily broken in pieces; 
That in the Anvil is ſo obdurate , that 
it refiſteth all the ſtrokesthar are made 
upon it. Juſt ſo is.it with a mans heart: 
That, which by nature was bur Pollu- 
tion; by indu'gence and improvement 
becomes poiſon. T hat,which by nature 
was bur a 5&7n about the heart; by cu- 
tom, becoms a ſtone in the heart, Hu* 
mors when they are rough and com- 
patted,are purged out of the body with 
greater difficulty 3 and a complication 
of ſins is nor eaſily diiſolved in the 
foul. For as in the Natural Conſtitution, 
that which is bara /{imy viſious bu- 
mour, in the ſomack) is by rhe heat of 
the body compatted into gravel , ard 
(by the continual acccfi:on of this 
Er:nic ſubſance) is digeſted into a 
Jione in the reins cr in the bladder, 
vh'< 
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whichgrows there to ſuch a maguitude, 
that it becomes a diſeaſe, which is (el- 
dome cured bur with exireme paine 
and hazard of the patient : Juſt ſo is it 
with the Spiritual Conſtitution 3 That 
which by nature was bur a proneſſe, and 
propenſitie unto evil; by the ſtrength of 
Cuſtom,and encouragement of Delight, 
becoms a ſecond nature, a MNeceſſitie, 
whereby a man is (© far enſoared and 
fertered with che cords of his own rwi- 
ſing,that he becoms priſoner and Nave 
unto himſelf, and his own corrupt affe- 
aons;and without great grace,and mer- 
CY» is never redeemed 7ato the glorious 


liberty of the ſons ofGod:I ſhall inſtance. 


oaly in that cheap and daring provo- 
cation, (the fin of eurſing and ſwearing) 
which makes up a great part of ſome 
mens Language 3 Were ir certainly re- 
vealed from heaven ro rhe common 
ſwearer, that the next oath he ſwore he 
ſhould incur the ſentence of Dathan and 
Abiram , and be carried away quick to 
Hell , I perſwade my ſelfe he were not 
able ro forbear; ſo powerful and predo» 


minanrt is the ſtrength of a depraved | 
cuſtom in the ſoul. And truly, though | 


cuſtor> ip ſome caſez may be a good 


plea in Law 3 yet I am ure, 'ris a ver) | 
bd one in Divinity. A man that ſhould ' 


be arraigned at the bar of Infiice for 


(a* } 
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taking a purſe upon the highrwey , or 
for picking a pocket ar a ſermon ; and 
ſhould plead ar rhe bar under this 
form: My Lord,1 pray be good to m?, tis 
« Cuſtom I have gotten,and would leaves 
but I canned 3 Would ner all the world 
cry ſhame on him, away with him ro 
Execution ? Certainly the cafe is the 


| fame between God and us. Are we born 
| down with the ſtrength of cuſtom?The 


more our guilt] and ſhame; that (tothe 
high diſhogour and provocation of a 
merciſul God, could be contemr ro fin 
over the ſame fins for ren,twentyxthirry 
yeersrogether; wichoutever raking no- 
tice that we were in the gall of bit« 
terneſs, and bond of iniquity. And trulys 
he that ſhall favour himſelf in any wic- 
ked ways and indulge unto any pleaſmg 
tranſgrefiion, with a purpoſe to perſe- 
vere therein: Does apparently ſirengrh- 
en himſelf in his wickedaefle ; delivers 
up the poſſeſſion of himſelf rorhat De- 
wil, whoſe nam? is Legion ; and makes 
way for a third kind of obdnrations 
which follows in the next place to be 
ſpoken of. 

3+ There isa third kind of Obduras 
tion; and rhar is Drvixe, and Judicial; 
the juſt reward oi the former obſtinacy. 


For when the Donor of every good and Ezech.1sJ 


perfeft gift , hnds his Ta/e. ts abuſed, 
his 
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his filver,and gold,and the: fair jewels of 
his mercy » made the fuel and matter of 
more licentious provocation 3 his Grace 
turned inro wantennefle, the motions of 
his good Spirit, vilified and rejeQedzno- 
abarement of fin , no- improvement in 
Grace , notwithſtanding all his ſtripes 
and Farherly Corre&tions : When he 
ſees the hearr of a man ſo wedded unto 


2 1-King. his own ways that with Ahab , he ers 
. 21:25 himſelf ro work wickedneffe in the 


ſight of rhe Lord;And with Abſolom, is 
not aſhamed ro commit a barbarous 
2.5am. and horrid wickedneffe in the fight :of 
16.22+ all Iſrael, and the Sun 3 When a man is 
grown ſo ſtrangely habituared unto 
wickedneiſe, that he can as well forbear 
to cate y or drink, or ſleep; as the con- 
trivance and proſecution of his mali- 


cious deſigns 3 And ſo deſperately re- | 


Eſay, 28, ſolved , as ro make a Covenant with 


15+ Death 3; and ro be aran agreement with | 


Hell ; cannor endure rothink of being 
reformed , and therefore declines and 


hates any thing thar may tend to his 


Converſion : Then (as 2 jaſt reward 
and puniſhment of this wilfulneſs) Ged 
delivers up ſuch a man unto himſelf, 


withdraws the ſweer. influence of his | 
grace,ſtffers him to take his full (winge 
in wickedneſſe , and ro run head-long | 


(withour any reſtraint) to his oyn ruin 


and defiruRion. This } - 
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| Then, without fruit , The ſap of grace 


of Spiritual Is fatuation, 
This I rake to be the obduration of 
Phara%hs hearts'o frequently mentioned 
in the book of Exodus. For ir is faid 
Exgod.8.15. When Pharaoh ſaw: that 
there was reſpite, he hardned his heart, 


; and harkned nor,%e.and v.32. haraoh 


hardned his heart this time alſoz&c and 
then Exod. 9.12. it's ſaid God hardned 
the heart of Pharaoh. And 'tis obſer- 
vable how he is threatned v. 14. 1 will 
ar this time; ſend all my plagues upon 
thy hearr, and upon thy ſervants » and 
upon thy people,&c. So that firſt Pha- 
rzoh hardens , and then God hardens- 
Fharaoh hardens himſclf , and God 
leaves him to himſelf.Pharaoh hardens 
wilfully 3 and God hardens judicially. 
This I rake to be the doom of the ac- 
curſed fig-tree in the Goſpel , under 
which is compriſed every barrenChri- 
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ſtian. Le no fruir grow on thee hence» Mar. 21, 


thereth , withour fruit , rwiſe dead, 
pluck'd up by the roots. Where the 
Method of Gods Iuftice is very obſer- 
vable upon an obſtinate and A poſtare 
finner- Firſt, His fruit withereth, he de- 
ſerts his ſtation , grows weary of well 
doing,and purs off the yoke of Chriſtia- 
nity,as if it werean intolerable burden; 


is 
\ 


| forward for ever. Theſe are the trees 19. 
| Saint Tude ſpeaks of z Whoſe fruit wi- Iude 127 
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is withdrawn,and rhe ſon! becoms im- 


mediately barren 3 Then , twiſe dead, | 


dead narurally,and dead (piritually;For 
as the ſoul is the life ot the body 4 {o is 
the Grace of God the life of the ſou]. 
And lafily,pluck'd up by the root; not 
preſently caſt intothe fire ; They may 
continue in the garden of Gods Church 
a long time after,may participate of the 
dew of heaven, of the holy Ordinances 
of God, and external communion with 
his people. Bur as never fruit comes of 
a tree that is pluck'd up by the reors, 
and (o left; Sorever any thing capable 
df Divine acceptation , comes from a 
man thus miſerably deſerred. The 
ground,and foundation of this do@rine, 
I conceive,may be fafely laid upon that 
maxime of our Saviour. Habenti dabi- 
tur. To him that hath,ſhall be given, 
and he ſhall have more abundance; But 
whoſoever hath nor, (that is hath not 
improved his talent) from him ſhall 
be taken away , even that which he 
ſeemeth to haye» Theſe are rhe ſeveral 
kinds , or degrees of Obduration.; and 
this laſt I rake to be the difeaſe in it 
full heighr,and malignity. 

Secondly, We are in the next place 


A — 


to look ux onthe cauſe of this diſeaſe, 
and what is [particularly inſtruwental 
unto it- We ſay in Fhiloſopby, yen | 

equi= 
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ſequitur temperamentum corporis. The 


| ſoul hath irs operation according to rhe 


temper, Organs, and ditpofrion of rhe 
Body- As there is no 4iſee/e in the body, 
ſo there iz no diſtemper or depraviry in 
the mind, but is the ctie@ and product 
of a certain particular cauſe. So that as 
Infatuation of - mind 1s a certain prepa- 
rarive unto judgement : (o there are 
certain preparatives and prediſpol- 
tions to Infatuation ef mind. 

Two forrs of evils ther? are in the 
wor'd , the evil of fm, and the evil of 
pun:ſhment; this of Mfatuation is both: 
it is hard tro fay whether hath the 
preater ſhare in the compoſition. This 
twiſted evil, as it ariſes from ſeveral 
cauſes, fo it is compounded of feyeral 
ingredients. 

In the general ; God himſelf may be 
faid ro harden , according to that of the 
Apoſtle, Rom.9.8, Whom he will, he 
bardneth;Nor by any poſitive operation 
upon the mind (as was aid before) but 
by a privative withdrawing or withs» 
helding of Grace.No otherwiſe, then as 
wax being taken from the fire, froin 
being ſoft and pliable, returns to its na + 
rural hardnefle, and inflexibiliry. And 
this is the juſt permiſſion of Almighty 
God thar ſuch as will not conform wneo 
him, and walk in his ways ; ſhould = 
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lefr unto themſelves, to rake their own 
precipirate and deſtrudive courſes. 


For Inſtrumental Cauſes , there are | 


many. To inſtance in ſome few, for all 
the reſt. The firſt Medium unto Obdura- 
tion I ſhall propound,is, The miſunder- 
ſtanding and abuſe of ſecular proſperity 
end ſucceſſe.T hus Senacharibs beſt argu- 
mentto perſwade leruſalem to revolr 
from good King Hepechiah , is drawn 
from the ſucceffe of his ſword,upon the 
men and pods of Hamah , Arpad, and 
and Sepheruaim ; and from thence he 
inferr'd, that therefore the Lord of hoſt 
ſhould not deliver Teruſalem ont of bis 
hand ; And never underſtood the guilt 
of his Blaſphemy, ner the falacy ot his 
argument nor the vanity of Niſrock his 


TIdol,rill he felt the power of his makers 


and the ſtroke of Divine vengeance, iti 
the ſwords of his ewn Sons,ſheathed in 
his own bowels , in the very A& and 
peſture of his Idolatrous worſhip, 
When the preatneſſe of Nebuchadnex- 
xars power and conqueſt lifred him up 
ſo high , that he forgor he was a man; 
God bronghe him down and humbled 
him into the very nature and condition 
of a beaſt. 


There was a time when Babylon wat | 


grown fat , as the hey fer at graſſe , by 
eating up the inheritance of the _ 
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but ir laſted nor long,for within a ſhort 
bylon, was aſtoniſh:d » and hiſſed at the 


fight of all her plagues. And the ſame 
Prophet rakes norice of ſome of Gods 


own p-ople, that w:re waxen fat , and 


ſhined, that overpaſſed the deeds of the 
wicked, that did net Iudge the cauſe of 
the Fatherleſſe, Kc. and yer they proſpe- 
red until the day of Gods viſitation came 
wen them. Thus was Egypt grown as a 
air heyfer, and her men in the midſt of 
ber, as ſo many fatted bulleckg,and all ro 
their own deftruction;as appears ler.45. 
20. Thus was Ieſurun grown far , and 
kicked, he was grown thick, and coye- 
red with fatneſſe ; and mark whar fol- 
lowed hereupon, he preſently forſook 
the God that made him » and lightly 
efteemed the rock of his ſalvation. 
Dcur.32-15. And therefore the Divine 
Omniſcience foreſeeing this evil conſc- 
quent ariſing from bleſimgs abuſed, en- 
rers a caveat againſt it: Bewar< that thou 
forget not the Lord thy God, in nor 
keeping his Commandments; left when 
thou haft eaten, and art full , and hait 
built poodly houſes,and dwelt therein; 
and when thy herds , and thy flockes 
mulriply,and thy filver and thy gold is 
mulriplyed, an4 all that thou haſt is 
mulziplyed : then chine heart be lifred 
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time aftzr , Every one that went by Be- Ter.$0, 
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upand thou forget the Lord thy God, 
&c. Deur,3.11.12+-13 14. The Pſalm 
ſpeaks very hoine and cloſe to our pur- 
poſe,who (deſcribing the wickeds day 
of Sunſhine) ſairh, 1Nheir eys fland out 
with fatn:tic , they have more then 
hearr cou d wiſh, they are nor in trou- 
ble.as orner men, neither are they pla* 
gued. as othcr men 3 pray obſerve the 
copiequenr;] hercfore pride compaſleth 
them abou like a chain, violence c0- 
verah th-m a3 a garment;zthou doeſt ſet 
them in Vippery places » thou caſteſt 


them do.vn to dceſtruftion, how are they - 


brought intro delolation in a moments 
They are utterly conſumed with ter- 
rors. Plai-7 3-5.6.7-18. 19. Impunity 1s 
no good evidence ro prove Integrity it 
is very oiren the inſtrument of ſorriſh 
and ſecure ſtupidity- Becauſe ſentence. 
againſt an evil work is nor executert 


ſpeedily ;therefore the hears of the ſons, 


of men is fully ſet in thew w do evil. 
Eccl.8.11- Where, though ſentence 


againſt an evil work is not executed 


ſpeedily ;yet ( ris worth the obſerving) 
every evil work, (how plauſibly ſoever 
diſgu {ed and palliated )i8 immediately 


ſentenced. 'T here 15 an obligation unto | /7 
puniſhment t<longs to every worker of ,| 


Iniquuiy,which nothing bt repentance 


can r.\erſe and cancel» Salcmon faiths 
There 
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Therc is a juſt man that periſheth in 
his righreouſacilezand there is a wicked 


neiſe. Eccl-7-15-and S.Paul fairth,If in 
this life only we had hope in Chriſt, 
(ſpeaking there 'of the Saints and ſer- 
vaars of God) we were of allmen the 
moſt miſerable. 1,Cor.15.19- 

Lhave produced all theſe Textrand 


lhew the vanity and impoſture of theſe 
times, which have built ſo much upoa 


Scripture given by Inſpiration. 

So that , however ignorant and an- 
erounded meazand ſomtimes Gods own 
ſele@ and pecu'iar ſervants,(as lob,aud 
David, ) may Rumble ar rhe proſperity 
of fao!s and wicked men; and look up» 


marks of the Divin? goodneſſe and Be» 


ſtations of theſe men are fer zn dark and 
ſlippery places ; That their Dammation 
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/\ farbreth x*t, bur 1 rather © much the 
\ nearer , by hoy much the farcher they 


think thenſe!ves removed our of rhe 
| reach of it. And forthoſe of our Age 
and 
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man that prolengeth his life-qwicked-. 


Inſlances for no other purpoſe ; bat ro” 


ſo falſe and rorren a foundation y- as- if. 
x they had berrowed light rather from- 
the [Turkzſb : Alcoros , then from any - 


[| ow- their ſecular advantages.as ſo many 


nipgniry; yet ler chem bnt approach the | 
1 San#uary of God, and there conſult his 
Sacred Oracles; they ſhail find, rhat the + 


2, Pet, 2. 


A Ti reatiſe 


and Natien,who have built their prear- 


nefſe upon the ruines and rubbiſh ofa 
glorious Ghurch,and a fouriſhing King- 
dom ; that have fatred themſelves with 
the blood of their brethren y and from 
the Tayl of the people , have advanced 
themſelyes ro ſuch a pitch,as to be able 
to trawp'e upon the head and- throne 
of Adwjefty it-felf , however theſe men 
may flarter and applaud rhemſelves in 
the fuccefle of their own Councels and 
Centrivances; and by an Hyſteren Pro- 
reron » conclude and infer Godlineſs 
from Gainzand nor Gain from Godlrmeſ;; 
SanFity from Succeſs, and nor Suceeſs | 
from SanFity;l conid with they would : 
be adviſed ro ſuſpend their I udgement| 
of Gods ſecxer decree upon our Nation, 
till they have ſeen the laſt A upon 
the ſtage. T here is a Tragical Scene will 
one-day ſhew it ſelf , whenfoever God 
ſhall draw the curtain, it ſhall then ap- 
pear 0 all:the world , that their webs 
ſhall ndwbecome garments , neither ſhall 
they cover themſelves with their works 
their works are works of iniquity 4 «ad 
the a of violence is in their hands. 1a. 
59,6. 1 hen fhall te fulfilled thar faſ-' 
, ing of Eliphax , A dreadful ſound is mn 
; their ears;in proſperity,the deflrozer ſhall 
' gore upon themzlob 15.21.1n the new 
'rime, I ſhall only rccommerd unto 
* them 
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them two Texts of Scripture z which L 
wiſh may be well ſtudied and digeſted 
of Them. The one+5 1.30. 12, 13. 
Thus ſaith the holy one of Iſrael 3 Be- 
cauſe ye deſpiſe my word,and truſt in op- 
preſſion and perverſneſr,and ſtay thereon; 
there/ore this iniquity ſhall be to you,M « 
breach ready to fall, ſwelling out in «an 
high wall, whoſe breaking cometh ſudden- 
ly,at an inſtant. 'T he other is Iſa.50. 11s 
Behold all ye that kindle « firezthat com- 
paſs about your ſelves with ſparks, walk 
in-the light of your fire,and in the ſparks 


that ye have kindled. This ſhall ye have of 


mine hand, ye ſhall fe down in ſorrow. 
I ſhall diſmiſs chis point with two 
Cautions only , the one concerns the 


| right ſtating of our Judgement; and thar 


1s, That we would not think the worſe 
but the better of our Religion , for the 
crnel perſecution which the Devil by 
theſe infernal inſtruments , hath raiſed 
apainſt 1t,T here wero ſome in the Pſal- 
miſts time;that irreligiouſly demanded, 
ſaying , where is now rhe God of the 
Hebrews? And there are, (even of thoſe 


that have laid the train to our Deſtru- - 


(ion) that demand with as much inſo- 
lenceas abſurdity 3 where is row the 
Proteſtant Religion in' England ? Noty 
where was it before Luthers time , bur 
where is it row ? To whom we anſwer, 
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That it is now where it was before Ly- 
thers time, chat is, under thz Eclipſe of 
Perſecution. They may with as much 
reaſon demand (with thoſe uſeful in- 
ſtruments of rheirs,the SeRaries )where 
i; the Kings poiver now in England? 
Since it is not exerciſed at preſent by 
any p*r(ons depured by his Majeſty nor 
in any part of that and; that I know 
of, which if they do 3 In promptu ef 
reſponſta ; Every true hearted Engliſh- 
man hith his an'wer ready, (though he 


dare nor ſpeak ir eur) namely, That the 


Kings power (however trampled upon 
by Rebe!s and Regicides) lives ſtill, 
(and long may it) in the hearrs » of all 
his faithful aad loyal ſubjeAs. And es 
for our Relegion 3 L doubt nor bur (like 
the | late marryred defender of it) it 
will improve by {ufferings,and appear 
more glorious and celeſtial, when theſe 
black clonds and fozg5 ſhall be diffol- 
ved and ſcatrered into nothings 3 we are 
neither Mi /-naries » nor Papiſts, We 
pretend not ro be members of a g/or 70:45 
viſiole triumphant Chur. h , We eſteem 
Tr mercy enough to he of rhe defpiled 
members of a Church Mz:/itant ; ro be 
of rhe poſtzriry of the woman perſecus 
ted by the great red dragon into the wit- 
dera:ſs; who, when he con'd nor reach 
her perſon by thoſe water; of perſecu- 
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tion ke caſt after her ; was wreth with 
the woman , and reſolves 10 make war 
with the remnaut of her ſeed tor ever. 
Rev-12:17. 

The other Caution concerns our 
Converſations ; 1hat as we would nor 
think the worſe ef our faith : ſo we 
would think the worſe of our Lives, ſor 
the growth of our enemics power and 
ſucceſs : and rhat our wilful and reſol- 
ved wickedneffes , are of a mcre fatal 
and pernicious influence » them our 
higheſt courages, or moſt ative perfor- 
mances can compenſate- Ler that Mil;- 
tary Caution of Moſes be ſet ſerionſly 
before ovr eys-When the hoſt goeth forth 
againſt thine enemies,then keep thee from 
every wickned thing. Dent.23- 9. For 
however we ft here,warm and difinga- 
fed ; yer how far cur friends in other 
place; are (a) arthis inſtant , expoſed 
ro the cruel mercies of our Enemies; , 
How far our Soveraign mzy ke endan- 
gered by ſnares , and rreacheries , and 
cloſe conſpiracies; How far we are con» 
| cerned in the final iflue of the war; and 
| how far we may wound our friends 
| and their Ceſgns at any diftarce,would 
Þe ſcricnſy thoughr cn Ly 
wiſh us gced Inch , and that wemay 
proſper in the name of Lord. Tl atas wa 
are Eurery ard greedy erguirers aſter 
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news and tranſattions; ſo we would be 
as zealous in abſtaining from that 
which will certainly render Our intelli> 
gence more welcom and deſired. Thar 
aitera long and ſad experience of the 
ſevere hand of God againſt us 3 Ged 
may at laſt have the Fonour, and our 
ſelves the comfort of a fhnal viQory 
over our ſelves, and fmtul enormities, 
as well as'Enemies. 

2-5omtimes God ſuffers the hearts of 
ſuch as hate to be reformed,to be hard- 
ned and infatuated perminiſterium Dia- 
bol:, by the ſervice and miniſtry of our 
grand enemy the Divzl. For th? Angels 
which kept not their firſt effats, are not 
ſo reſerved in chains under darkneſs; 
bur that they have lcave ro walk the 
world , ro promote the Kingdom of 
darkneſs. S. John tells us , The great 


dragon was caſt out of heaven, that old , 


ſerpent called the Devil, and Satan 
which deceiveth the whole world , bt 


Was caſt out into the earth,and his angels 


were caſt out with him, Rez.12.9. And 
our Saviour compares the Kingdom of 
heavensto a man who ſowed good ſeed 
in his freld;but while men ſlepthis cne- 
my came z and ſoxed tares ameng the 
wheat, and went his way ; Mat. 13-244 
25. Almighty God hath four principal 
fields, Heaven,Paradiſethe Churchzand 
mans 
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mans heart, In heaven, Lucifer ſowed 
pride; In Paradiſe, Satan ſowed diſobe- 
dience 3 In the Church he ſoweth 
Schiſmes and Hereſies ; and in mans 
heart he ſows all manner of unlawful 
ſets. And for the great harveſt he gains 
by his upwearied induſtry in ſowingshe 
is called the God of this world , the 
prince 8” the ayr » who ruleth in the 
hearts of the children of diſobedience. 

It is ſaid of Judas Iſcariot,that after 
he had received the ſop from his ma- 
fters hand (which was the ſignal diſco- 
very which of the twelve ſhould prove 
the Traitor: ,) that Satan prone into 
him, Ioh.13.27- What adviſe this in- 
fernal wor dictated unro him , is ſet 
down V. 2. He put inte his heart to 
betray his maſter 3 which was prophe- 
Fed long beſoregthat Satan ſhould ſtand 
at hjs Tight hand , Pſal. 109, 6. It was 
very proper and naturalthat the Divel 
ſhould have the ſole condudt of tudas, 
who was to be the guide unto them 
who were to rake Zeſus. All Treaſon, 
though never ſo ſpeciouſly puilded 
and diſpniſedwe know from whence ir 
comes , it is neither better zor worſe 
then the Divels whiſper, And indeed 
there 13 n9 reconciling Chriſt andBelial;z 
no middle path between obedience and 
diſobedience 3 xo neutra'ity berween 
E 3 God- 
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God, and his enemies» They that will 
nor have the one of raijgn over them, 
do ipſo fafo, ſubſcribes unto the others 
Government. Sail is no ſcener deſerted - 
by a good Spirit, bit immediartly poſ- 
ſeffed of an evil one. And this is moſt 
agrecable ro the Iuftice of God , that 
ſuch as will nor be led by the ſaving 
condu& of his good Spirit 3 ſhou'd be 
lefr ro the mercy of a Spirit (o full of 
malicezthar (when he canner have his 
fall blow a* man) receives {ome fatis- 
faction in :he deſiruſtion of an herd 
of ſwine; Mar-3.12- 

Weread of Ahab , that being de- 
fgned (by the luſtice of God) to fall at 
Ramoth Gilead 3 a lying Spirit comes 
and offers his ſervice ro be the inſtru- 
ment of his deſtruRion;z and propound- 
ing a very pſa'tfible wa y to efiedt his 
dcfigne (namely by being a lying Spl- 
rit inthe mouth of all his Prophets) 
he gains a Commiſiion (or rather a 
Fermiſfi;on) ro go and att accordingly: 
Where we may pauſe alittle, and en- 
quire , whar was rhe reaſon the Divel 
was (0 attive and officious in this ſer- 
vice ? Was itto befriend rhe Syrian 
army with a glorious victory? Tis nor 
Iikely he ſhould be friend to any party, 
who is the jrreconciliable enemy of all 
mankind: Or was it for the accom» 

pliſh'nenr 
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pliſhment of Eliahs Prophecy concer- 
ning 4habs fall? Doubtrlefſe , the pro- 
moring and accowpliſhing Gods Truths 
(quatenus his Truth) is ro very plea- 
fng employment to a lying Spirit :'He 
that was a Lyar from the beginning, 
and the arch Patron of all impcfiure, 
would certainly change Gods Truth in- 
ro a lye, if the thing were pofiible, and 
his power proportionable ro his ma - 
lice, Ne; his malice ſtrikes at the King 
of Ifrae} , thar in that one blow he 
m'ght wound all the thouſands of If ae!: 
He knew well, tha: if the ſheperd were 
once bur ſmitten, rhe ſheep would im- 
mediatly be ſcattered into miſery and 
confuſ:on enough. Which as Micaiah 
ſaw in a viſion, ſo rhe Divel by the ad- 
vantage of long experience knew,would 
be the certain conſequent of the Kings 
fall. And therefore for this grand pur - 
poſt he whers all his endeavours , for 
this he Councels the King of 4ſſirieto _ 
ifſue our a Command, faying , Fight 1, King 
neither with ſmall nor great, ſave only 22-31» 
with the King of Iſrael. For this he 
ſends his Emiſſaries among all the 
Prophets ; For this he raiſeth perſecu- 
tion againſt ſingle,bur faithful Afrcaiah, 
becauſe he would not follow his falſe 
ſuggeſtions: And at the accompliſh» 
ment of this defignc,how do the helliſh 
E 4 and 
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and infernal furies ctep their black 
hands ; in a tryumphant acclamation, 
ſaving,There,there,ſo would we have it. 
[ bave infiſfied the longer on this 
ſtory » for the near affinitie and cor- 
reſpondence ir harh with theſe times, 
For ler us bur fer a good King in the 
Place of a bad; and ſure we have much 
of Micaiahs viſion accompliſhed in our 
Iſrael, Sure T am, we are ſcattered on 
all haads,as ſheep that have no. ſhep- 
her\l (at leat no thepherd where he 
ſhould be) and in this eur ſad conſu- 
fion , we ate not withour good ſtore of 
Foxes,and Tygers, and wat ves in ſheeps 
clothing preying upon us: And no won- 
der , for was the lying Spirit ſo ative 
and bufie in Ahabs time , and hath he 
been leiſeattive and buſie in ours? Was 
he (oattive and bufie in cutting of an 
Ahab from the Throne of Iſrael ; and 
hath he been lefſe active and buſie in 
curting of an Hezechiah from the Throne 
of England! Was it the language of the 
lying Spirit in the Prophets of thoſe 
times, Go up and pr-ſper : and 1s it not 
the language of the ſame Spirit in the 
b'ack mouthes of o::r Prophets, Go on 
and proſper in the moſt prodigious 
ways that ever the Sun beheld ? Was 
Michaiah imiiten, and impriſoncd, and 
reduced to bread and water for ſpeak- 
wg 
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ing in the name of the Lord ; And are 
not our Micaiahs.our Prophets,as vile- 
ly and villanouſ!y intreared by our 
Paſhurs and Zedechins among the Prov 
phzrs, and by our Ammens and Gover- 
nours among the people ? I would ro 
God that many of us, (rhe Lords Pro- 
phets) had bur ſo much as breed and 
water, that we ceuld call our own, till 
our SoveraignLordthe King were feried 
in his Throne in peace- Bur alas,what 
can either Prieſt or people expect, 
whilſt the goedly p7lars of our Lancs 
Religion and Iudicature are quite 
overturned and laid afide ? Whilſt att 
Law is reſolved into the bloody ſen- 
rence of the ſword; and all Goſpel into 
the private whiſper of a ſeducirng and 
deſtruRive ſpirir ? And all power (un- 
der the permiflion of the ſupreme 


wheel) recetves its Commiſion from Eh.2-2. 


the Prince of the ayr,the ſpirit that now 
worketh in the children of diſcbedience? 

He that in the beginning ſeduced the 
firſt weman in the form of a Serpent 
(and by that impoſture introduced a 
general inund:tion of iniquiry upcn 
the world) is now grown ſo wiſe, as to 


transform himſelf into an Angel of light: 2.Cor. 
And in this white and Saintlike diſ- 11,14» 


guiſe » has [cave from a juſt God, ro 
whiſper to the Conſgiences of wilful 
* 5: Aa 
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and unflable men » ſuch ſtrange delu- 
ſion,under the pretence of new light , 
as hls theChriftian worid with wonder 
and amazement, Twere calie td fer 
down a liſt of theſe new {2htebur rhar 
1 look wpon them as roo many, and in- 
Ceed ro00 ſcandalons to be inlerted in a 
Proreſtant Treatiſe : And thereforeto 
wave a Particular Narration of the 
whimſeys and phrenſizs which the bold- 
nefle and madneite of theſe times hath 
thkrutt ont into the worldgrogerher with 
the abſurdities, d:fefts, ad heſitations 
In prayerys hich have been pinned upon 
the Sacred Spirit of God , and all by 
vertue of Excitations, Incitations, and 
Inſpirations ex:raordinary; as if the 
ſame Hs.y Ghoſt declared one thing by 
his pen. and ſuggeſted the clean contra- 
ry by his whiſper. He that ſhall take 
up his ſtand in his Santtaary of God, 
and fro:nthe pillar of rruth(eitabliſhed 
upon the cleir word of God )iha!l rake 
a ſurvey of the Do@rines and Princi- 
pies which have commenced of late 
yeers , together with the general telief 
and adherence which hath been piven 
entochem: The wild and intemperate 
Zea! of the pron.oring them 3 and the 
Builnment (or rather Burial) of 
deckneilezPatiences!'cace,Chirir'y:nd 
ail Evangelical graces;in the nm / 
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of their deſigns ſo full of glorious pre- 
tenſes; mutt either reſolve aſorchand to 
wink and blind himfklf by partiality 
and defijpne » or e's be enforced ro con- 
clude from the fruits we have reaped, 
that the ſeed was never raken our of 
Gods granary; bur that it hath been rc 
Bufinefſe and Induſtry of our envious 
Adverſary, to ſow his tares go the great 
encreaſe of his peculiar harveſt, w hilt 
we have ſlept and ſnorred in our f:n and 
ſecuriry. 

So rhat,as when God opened the evs 
of Eliſhas ſervant, he ſaw then viſibly 
the prore&tion of thar heavenly hoſt, 
which beforche was nor able to diſcern; 
ſo(on the contrary) would the ſame 
God be pleaſed ro do the like Spirt- 
rual Cure upon the eys of our minds; 

We thould toon diſcern thoſe Legrons 
of Infernal Spirits, by whoſe ſeduction 
and deluſion we have been cheared of 
the favour of-Go.l, and abuſed and en- 
ſnared into {o much miſery znd ruine- 
Thus, Dus deficit,gratiam detrahends- 
Diabolus afirit , maliciam appon?nds z 
homo ſeipſum inficit duritiem contra- 
henda. 

Nor is this al,T he Divel bas nor per- 
ſected his deſign, when he has in/tilled 
his poyſen , unlefſe he pive his Opzum 
t00 » and lay the foul aſleep upon the 
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pillow of ſecurity; Tho'e diſeaſes of rhe 
body are of greateſt danper, and of 
neareſt afiinity with our diffolut.on, 
th:r rake away all ſenſe of pain and 
anpuiſh ; as the Pallie, Lethargie, &c. 
And the fatr:Nt parts of the body are 
ever obſerved to be rhe leaſt ſenſible, as 
having in them the feweſt fibers and 
ncrves , Which are the inſtruments of 
Senſation. So that , when rhe Divel 1s 
ſaid to make the heart far ; he makes it 
Secure and ſenſleffe of any danger, ari- 
ſing from our own fin, or Gods Indge- 
ments- And indeed, the Divel can never 
call a man his own » till he hath him 
arthis lock; For ſo long as there is any 
ſenſe of fin » any rouches or twitch es of 
Conſcience 3 there is ſome hopes of re- 
coverya poilibility there is, he may ſee 
with his eys,and hear with Is ears, and 
underftand with his heart , and convert, 
and be healcd, Bur when a man hath 
fnned bimſelf cur of all ſenfe of fm; 
when there is no M-nitor 1n the {chool 
of the ſoul, no check of. Conſcience ro 
remember him of a Luid fect? whar 
have [ cone againſt God,my ncighbeur, 
and my © yn (017? ſure ſuch a man is 
in ſaiva cuſt-dia Diaboli ; there is 
very litie hope of ſuch a mans reco- 
very.The P/a!/miſt ſpeaks very partic u- 
larly to this point, where , ſpeaking of 

celpc- 
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deſperate rebels and oppr: flors , he 
ſaith: They are incloſed in their own fat, 
and therefore their mouth ſpraketh great 
ſwelling words, Plal. 17-10. Bur niore of 
this when | ſhall ſpeak of: the Symp- 
romes of Infaruarion- 

In the mezn rime , the Conſideration 
of what hath been deliver:d on rhis 
point>may be enovgh,l hopezto promps 
us unto thele [effons. 

Firſt, To try and examine all ſpirits 
and ſuggeſtions whatſoever ; eſpecially 
in an ape ſo miferably haunted, and in- 
felted with evil ſpirits , as this wherein 
we live, There is a ſpirit that differs 
very lit'e from fleſh and blood in irs 
corruption, and pravity; and this ſpirit 
the PropherEzechiel ca/ls our own Spi- 
rit,a blind guide within us- There is a 
perſ#afion wich S. Paul gives Cavrion 
againſt 3 a perſwaſion that cometh not of 
him that calleth us. There is a piece of 
wiſldona which 5, James calls wikdom 
miſtaken; which is not ſrom above; for 
that wiſdom is always pure and peaces 
able, &c. but a wiſdom in contending 
and quarreMing, in managirg ſtrife and 
bitrerceile, with moſt advantage to our 
ſelves z Achitopels wiſdonxto pur ditie- 
rences our of all poſi:;biliry of reconci- 
lation; and this » in whomſoever it is, Tam .3, 
ts carihl1,fenſual, and ditelliſh.Ir ſhal 15. 
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be our wiſdom to enquire carefally in+ 
ro all rheſe , and above all theſe ro be 
alwayes awake to the danger and de- 
ception of our own falſe heart , which 
is very prone 40 entertain and ſwallow 
what is moſt pallatable unto fleſh aud 
blood. Latet anguzs in herba ; | heold 
Serpent luckes commoaly under the 

fairelt flower. 
Secandly,having diſcovered the im- 
poſtor 3 That we would conceive our 
Chriftian reputation very much con- 
cernedzin bidding defiance to this Ene- 
my.Moſt men are bold only in bragging 
they have grear courage; when indeed 
they have none at ail in oppoſing the 
enemies of God , and their own 1alva- 
tion. And let no man think the engape- 
menr of his Chriſtian warfare , a dith- 
culry redious , or unreaſonable ſervice; 
There isArmour of proof provided for 
us from head ro foor. And the Apoſt'e 
requires no more of the Chriſtian ſol- 
dierbut only ro keep his ſtarion When 
the Iſraelites (having the Sea before 
them , and the Egyptian Army behind 
them) begin ro ſuſpe& Moſes his Con- 
dud, and Gods protefion : Moſes re- 
quires no more of |henz, bor only r2 
ſtand ſtill, and they ſhould ſez the Sal- 
vation of God A man wou!d think i noi 
ſmall encouragement ro men of Milt- 
tary 
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rary employment , t0 be aff1red before 
they vent out ro battel, that rheir ene- 
mie; would ceriainly fly , if rhey did 
but keep their ſtarions- And yer S. James 
aſſures us infallibly, that this thall be 
the certain ifIue; If we will but reſit,the 
Divel will flze ; He doth nor ſay if ye 
overcome, the Divel will fee; bur if ye 
do bur refiit, the day is your own, and 
yet how few are io be found of ſe much 
reſolution as belongs to the bare re(!- 
ſting of evil. It 1; nor in the power of 
Beelzebub, or alt the Divels in Hell,to 
compel a man to fubfcr'be ro a tempta- 
rion.And therefoie let no man ſay when 
he is temprtedzl am rempred of Godfor 
God cannor be tempred , neither rem- 
pterh he any min , but every man is 
tempred when he is drawn away of his 
own lufis , and entiged. Ilaw-1.13.14. 
What the vis formativa is rothe Em- 
brio inthe womb;the fame 15 compliance 
to the produQion of that ugty monſter 
fin. Conſent forms ir, Deſire gives ir 
birth , Delight nurferh ir, and practiſe 
and perſeverance brings it ro its full 
grouth and perfet&tion;zand when ir is fi- 
niſhed , ye know what it krings forth; 
Deatht and ſomthing worſe then death, 
afrcr dearh:(nainely )a worm that nev r 
die> but wil ly gnawing upon the Con- 
ſcience unto all ecerniry- 
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Thirdly, That fince the Divel is fo 
inſtrumental ro our In/atuation, that we 
would warily decline whatſoever is in- 
ſtrumenral to rhe Divels purpoſes, ro 
the growth of his power either in us,or 
Over UsS- 

That we would look upon Idleneſs, 
a5 the Devils pillow , whereon the ſoul 
ſleeps ir ſelf into a fatnelſe and in- 
diſpoſition unto any worion thay is 
praiſe worthy. He that hath nothing 
ro do , is at leiſure to do any thing ; 
and he that will not give himſelf an 
employment , ſhall be ſure ro have 
one provided for him by his ſevereſt 


—_ 
har we would look upon Drunken: 
n*ſſe, as a ſin » wherain we depenerare 
from men , into rhe nature and condi” 
tion of very Beaſts, Certainly, did that 
fin write its deformities externally in 
the face,in a Wry mouth,or 2 Squint Ey; 
with what warinelſe an4 circunſpe- 
Gion would we abſtain from ir? where- 
as it leaves far grearer blemiſhes upon 
the ſou!, and yer behold men daily vo- 
miting out their own ſhame, and daily 
returning with greedinefſc rotheir own 
drunken vomit. A fin which as we 
have learnt of other Nations ; Sol 
would ro God we had not learned to 
go beyond them in it. A fin wherein) 
we 
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we diſcard our Reaſon , our Religion, 
and all that is of God in n5,and purour 
ſelves entirely under the power , con- 
duQ,and pofſeflion of rhe Divel. And 
how far he will make us aQ in his ſer- 
vice cre we are ſober, we know not (we 
know not , did fay ? ) 1 fear , if we 
well recolle& our ſelve', we know r00 
much;enough ro fill oureys with tears; 
and our hearts with ſorrow and com- 
punttion. 

That we would look upon Fornica- 
tion and Adultery as upon fins that rake 
the members of Chriſt , and employ 


| theminthe ſervice of an unclean ſpi- 


rit. And ſure if Mary Magdalene for 
her looſenefſe rhis way » was pofſefſed 
with ſeven Divyels ; it may be feared 
that if Mry Magdelens fm be nor 
waſhed in' Mary Magdalens tears , 
the ſame unclean ſpirit will refide 
with rhe ſame unclean works;l and take 
unto him ſeven other more wicked then 
himſelf, and multiply at laſt into a Le- 

gion of Divels. | 
Laſtly 3 Thar we would look upon 
Oaths and Blaſphemies,and curſed Exe- 
crations; Not only as ſo many Grievan- 
ces of the Holy Ghoſt, (that would fain 
ſeal us unto the day of our Redemption: ) 
Bur as it is the very language of the 
Damned Spirits , who the more = 
al- 
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Blaſpheme, the more they are tormen- 


red, and that to all erernity. Certainly, 


this cheap and d3ring provocation , is | 


not the ſott YVentriloquie of ſome mo» 
deſt whiſpering Divel within us ; but 
the language of a beld, daring, roaring 
Divel; that rakes delight to rave in pu- 
blike, and ſpits defiance in the face of 
Cod. In the hiftory of our Seviours 
miraculous Cures » we read of divers 
that were corporally polſefled by the 
Devil ; and certainly , the contem- 


plation of his power and malice, exer* * 


ciled with ſo much cruelty and Ty- 


aftc& us with much piry and Compaſ- 
fion- Who would nor grieve to ſee 
his Chriſtian brother, that 1s bone of 
his bone , and fleſh of his fleſh , vexed 


and diſqn ated by an Infernal ſpirit? | 


| 


_ in thoſe Demoniaks z eannor but | 
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to ſee him caſt ſomrimes inro the fre, | 


ſomrimes into the warer , ſomtimes fo- 
ming at the xourth , ſormtimes cutting 
his own Reſhy at the will, and pleaſure 
of his cruel Maſter ? And yer how 


few are there among us that have e1- 


ther eysto ſee 3 or hearts toprieve at 
the danger and reality of Spiritual 
Poffeflion? Do we nor daily ſee our 
frievds, and acquaintance caſt intothe 
fire , and into the warer, I, and by the 


power and inſtigation of the Dive! "-_ 
re 
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Are they not caſt into the water ? The 
deep drowning waters 0f At/ erſme,Apo- 
ſlacr,and deſpair ; the extreme cold wa- 
ters of ſen/l:ſneſſe , and ſtupidity 2 Are 
they not caſt inro the fire The hot 
burning fire of Luft and Concupiſcence; 
the wild fire of Sedition ard reb2llionss 
the ſcorching fire of Anger and Revonge? 
And yer ſo far are we from pirying theſe 
men in their deplorable conditicn, that 
we make their miſery ihe matter of onr 
Mirth and Tollity; and p'ay wich their 
Ceftruction, as if the ſou's Tragedy were 
but a Farce,deſigned or:ly for ſport and 
recreation. 

'We read of wirches , that (in thar 
ſolenne Covenant » and Contradt they 
make with * rhe Divel) they do ſe- 
riouſly and expreſly renounce their 
Baptiſme,with all the intereſt they have 
in Chriſt. Though many are ſtrangely 
given now a dayes, to renounce and re- 
yoke the vowes and promiſes they made 
in Baptiſm : YerI will not conclude (o 
deſperately of any audirory 3 Only this 
I muſt ſay, thar till they b:d aehancero 
theſe, and the like workes of rhe Di- 
yel , thovgh they are nor witches b 
ſolemn agreement;yet I have roo —_ 
reaſon ro ſuſpe@ they are bewitched 
and charined with the Spiritual Infa- 
$uation in theText;and L ſhould ſuſpect 

my 
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my ſelf poſſeſſed of a 4umb Divel, if 1 © T 
ſhould nor ler them know ſo much. ſt 

Thirdly, the foul is ſomrimes be- tc 
witchr into infatuation, per Miniſterium tl 
pſeudoprophetarum. By the miniſtry and | v' 
agency of falſe Prophets ; For the divel ' Cc 
does nor gain all his ends by the infiu- * Ii 
ence of his own immediate ſuggeſtions, J 
As he may have leave to aſſume the ve- tl 
ry fleſh and bones of a deceaſed perſon; 1 
ſo he may have leave alſu ro employ 6 
the brains, and [ungs, and organs ofa li- 
ving apent 3 and ſo he hath donein all _ # 
ages (ihe moſt rororious Hereticks be-  ? 
ing not more inf:mous for their hereſfie, \ 
then eminent for their parts.) And if f ! 
any man ſuſpe&t this truth, I can pro» | 
duce no fewer then 450, Prophets of | 3 
Baal, ard of the groves, 40@. more to | C 
witnefle it; 1 King.18.19+Theſe faftors | 3 
for the kingdom of darknes are ſoclear- } | 
ly deſcribed by the pen of the holy | | 
Ghoſt, and with ſuch particular marks ! } 
upon them, for caurion and diſcovery, | ! 
that (norwithſtardirg all their fne ſpun | 
arts) I ſhould wonder my ſclf into an | 
aſtonjſhr-entro ſee (in a Church where 
the Prophets, Evangtliſts, and Apoſtles | 
are (0 Cfren read and preached,) a peo- | 
ple ſo firangely coſened and enſnared 
as we have been ; bur that I read, that | 
Rebellion is as the fin of witchcraft. | 

& Theſe 
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{ Theſe muſt give me leave (notwich- 
; ſtanding all their power and influence 


to do miſchief) ro enter a lirtle into 
their diſcovery 3 and though they are 
very changeable in their ſhape and 
complexion 3 yet by the help of thar 
lighr, rhar ſearcheth even between the 
joynts and marrow, I ſhall ſhew you 
theſe wandring ſtars, that ſo all men 
thu would not make ſhipwrack of faith 
& a good conſcience 3 may know their 


: danger,and learn ar laſt to fear God, and 


honour their Kine, and to meddle ns 
more with thoſe men,who are thus wan= 
ronly and deſperately given to change» 
Prov. 24, 21» 

And this I rake ro be no digrefiion at 


' all fromrhe Texr, fince it was the fare 


"» — 


of this people (ro whom the Prophet 
addreſſes himſelf) re be ruined by rhe 
frauds of their falſe Prophers, who by 
preaching ſmooth things unto them, 


| laid them faſt aſleep in their own ſecu- 
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' rity 3 and would never ſuffer them to [er; 1 4- 
hear of ſword or famine, till they were 15, 


—- >= 


_- _ 


— « 


ſurpriſed by theſe judgements paſt all 
recovery. 

Weread in Scripture of three ſorrs of 
falſe Prophers ; there were ſome whoſe 
predidtions were very tine, and yer 
themſelves were falſe Prophers,becauſe 
their hearts and affe&tions were vary 

. alle 


Tnde 2. 


2 Per. 2. 
15,15. 


Toh. 11. 
SO, SI 
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falfe and 'nfincere. Snch a one was Bg- 
laamof whote propheſ.es we read Num, 
24. Irs faid of him, that he heard the 
words of God.and ſaw the viſlons of the 
Almighty, v.4. and by verrve of this jl- < 
luminaricn,ke prophe fied of Edom, A- 
maleck; and the Kenite, of the fiture | | 
proſpericy of Tirael, ſpake partic ularly ; | 
c 


- 4. eek 


ot Iac5'; ſtar, which was toriſe many 


hundre.! y: ers after. And yer we fin } © 
this unerring Prophet in his viſions, | þ 
brande |1.by rwo Apoſtles, S. Inde, and I / 
S.Peter, for /oving the wages of unrigh- | - 
teouſnſs, ard was rebuted (for his inis | @ 
quity, th» dumb Aſs [praking with mans * - 
wnice, forbidding the madneſs of that | i; 
Proph2:.'i hes Caiphas the Tewifh high Þ n 
Prieſt was a Tropher; He prophefied in | b 
the genere!, that 7t was expedient that | 2 
on? mn ſhou!d dy for the people, and | h: 


particalarly, that Feſus ſhould dy for | ir 
that Nition 5 and this was moſt true, 
orhe' 11 te, not thar Narion onlybur all 
the Nations in the world had periſhed | ot 
ever!z\tinpiy. And yet the Evangelical by 
hitt>ry rels nsthat Caizphas was noto- | 77 
rio15 conſpirator againit chat inrdcert | dr 


— 


Lam ofGod;who was ſ/ain for the whole | de 
wy9"ld.Baiaam and Caiphas ſpake boih | &, 


we!l,bur Cid cxrrewely ill ; boch ſpake ph 
as rhey were inſpired, only with this | thy 
difference Eetween them, Balaam bw 
' wat 


of Spiritual Tnfatuation. 
4- * what he ſpake, bur Caiphas did not ; 
N. j God opened his mouth as he did the 
he | mouth of Balaams Aﬀe, which ſpake 
*e | true ; bur(in the mean time) knew not 
Iſ- + har ſhe ſpake. 

* There 1s another ſort of falſe Pro- 
re | phets,vho have been ever employed by 


ly + the father of lies,for the promoting and , 


ny ; diſperſing of delafions and impoſtures. 
nil 5 Thus 400. Prophets are employed and 
AS | poverned hy one lying ſpirit, to ſeduce 
od } Ahab ro fall at Ramorh Gilead, 1 Kin. 
h- | 22 6. This Hananiah propheſied falſly 
n!* | of the Iſraelites return our of Babylon, 
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ens * and ftrengthned his prophefie;by breaker. 28. 
bat | ing @ yoke from off the prophet Ter2miahs 109, 11. 


gh | nzck; and all this,for nv other purpoſe, 
in | bur to make the people truſt in a ly; Jers 
hat | 28. 15. And thae theſe Prophers mighe 
nd | have the greater credir wirh the people, 
for | it was fomrimes permicte:4 unto them 
le, | (as unto the Egyptian (orcerers to do 
all | miracles) ro give fignes and wonders 
ied | orherwiſe that caution of Moſes ha4 
cal | been in vain,Neur. 1 3: 132. If there a- 


to- | riſe among you a propbetor a dreamer of 


ert | dreams.and giveth thee a ſicne. or @ won- 
ole | der,and the ſign or wonder come to paſs, 
och \ &c. by which it appears, that the Pro- 
zke phert might be a fa!e Prophet, and yer 
his | the wonder, the Ggn,might have an ex- 
ew | att accompliſhment ; on!y to try the 
hat people 


72 


eA Treatiſe 
peoples whether they did love the Lil 
their God with all their heart and with 
«ll their ſoul, Dcurt. 13. 3, | 
* The third ſort of falſe Prophets, were. 
ſuch, as whether they ſpake True. , or: 
falſe, were (our of queſtion,) falſe Pro-! 
phers , and falſe in their propheſying 
roozand that on ano: her ground; name- 
ly. Becauſe they intruded themſelves 
into that Sacred employment withour 
Commiſtlion,faying thus faith the Lotd; 
when the Lord nercr ſpake at all by 
them. Of ſuch as theſe , God himſelf 
ſeems ro complain of;The Prophets pre- 
pheſte lyes in my name » TIſent them not, 
neither have 1 commanded them, neither | 
ſpake unto them, they propheſte unto you 
« falſe viſicn,andDivination,and a thing 
of nought, and the deceit of*their heart, 
Jer. 14. 14. Theſe were a kind of over 
aRive Prophets , that make more haſh, 
then good ſpeed 3 They were rot ſent, 
yet rhey ran) ſaith another text) thy 
wer? not ſpoken unto ; yet they prophe- 
fied. ler-23-21. Of this ſort eſpecially 
are thoſe iwarms of Lecu/ts which have 
ſo miſerably, and perniciouſly invaded 
ourCoaſts. And therefore ro wipe offany 
fcandaions aſperſion which may fall 
ypIn cur Church or Religion, by rea- 
ſon of th:cſe Rovrefent, and fircbrands; 
we inuſt profeile with S.'obn , E nobs | 
eereſi | 


Lil 


with 


were 
. 3 Or: 
Pros! 
yings 
ame- 
elves 
thour 
Ord; 
1 by 
mlelf 
r Þr0- 
| not; 
ther 
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thing 
heart, 
Over 
haſh 
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ezreſpt ſuntyjed non erant ex nobjs. Theſe 


16109 10us Antichriſts went out ſrom us, 1 Ioh 2. 
and have been feen among us , but they 19. 
were n?ver of 45.A man may demand of Math. 12 
theſe, as ot him in the Goſpe!, friend 22. 


how ca neſt thou in hither not having a 
wedding garinent 2? So friends,how came 
ye Into the Church of England withour 


Ordination,and Orders? 1:ſus we know, AQ.15. 
and Paul we knw, and all their lawful 15. 


ſuccefſors we know; but who ye are we 
know ncr, We know you pretend to 
have a Commiſſion from' Jeſics Chriſt, 
with ſo much intemperate boldnefſe, as 
if you were the cnly perſons employed 
and entrulted by him; Bur,prercnd you 
whar you will , we know what Jeſus 
Chriſt hath concluded of ſuch as you 
are,loh. 10. 1. He that -n;reth not by 
the dere into the ſheepfold, but climbeth 
ud ſom? cther way the ſame is a thief,and 
a robber, Our Saviour himſe'f was the 
dre to his Apoſtles, and his Apeſiles 
and their Succ?fors, the dore to al! thar 
crer were admitted ſh:pherds in a regu- 
lar and Apoflo'ique trarncr. The Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel are cailed Stewards, 
I Cor <1 aid Ambaſſadyurs, 2. Ccr. + 
£0 Now for an Ambaſ7..dour to move 
In an employiuent witto:'t 2 Commiſ- 
ſon, i: a preſamprion of fo high a na- 
ture , thar (1 think) the Law wakes ir 
F Trea- 
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Treaſon. I me (ure Reaſon declares it a 
Conrcadiftion. For an Ambaſadour is 
not an Ambaſſadour , nll he hath his 
Commiſiion ſerled;nor a ſteward,a ſterwy- 
ard , till eatruſte4 by the Maſter of the 
Family 3 neither may any man afſume 
unto himſelf the honour and employ- 
ment of a Priett, but he thart is lawfully 
and externally calle4 and defigned 
unto the fun tion,as was A1ron-Heb. 5.4. 
As[ ſhalt r,0: think the worſe of my 
owa coat, for thar rheſe boiſterous rimes 
have worn it thred-barc, (0 God forbid 
I fhould be fo ſtrongly opinionated of 
It, a5 nIt to believe a iecular man may 
have more pif:z, and thoſe more emi- 
nen:,then ordinarily reſide in an Eccle- 
ftaſtical perſon, I know wel!, that every 
ChriſtianCquat*n;zs a Chriftian) is ob li- 
ped to pray for,reprove,ecxtiorty and in- 
ſftcuft hisChriſtian brother; & rhat who- 
{ozver ſha{! convert a ſinner from the 
error of his way (whether he be Laick 
or Ecclefiiſtick) ſhall hide a mulrirude 
- of fins , and ſhall ſhine as the ſtars in 
the Firmawment : an yet , though one 
ſtar may diti-r from another in glory; 
light, and magnitude ; ver every ſtar 15 
confnel ro irs proper Sphere ; ocher- 
wiſe they may fail under the cenſure of 
thoſe wandering ſtars S, lude ſpeaks of, 
ro whon is reſerved the blacknefle | 
0 : 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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of darkneſſe for ever. Iude 13. Every 
man by narural pity is obliced ro help 
a [heep out of a ditch , and vet every 
man is nor by profcfiion a ſhepherd. 
Uriah may be a goo1 King,and yer but 
a bad Prieſt. There is an apparent diffe- 
rence berween a good man, and a good 
Cirizen (a) between a good Chriſtian; 
an4 a good Miniſter of holy things 
The Apoſtles rule is ſafe and good. Ler 
every man abide in the ſame calling 
wherein he 1s called; 1- Cor.7.20, 

In an Honourable Oeconomy, there 
may be divers ſervar.ts o* great eminen- 
cy for their parts, and yer rhe Neward 
(perhaps) may have the greateſt Truſt- 
And in a Court Royal, there is no neceſ- 
ſry char he who keeps the Seal, ſhould 
a'wayes wr:te the faireſt CharaRer. The 
giſts, and adminiſtrations of the ſame 
holy Ghoſt are diver:, 2rd all given to 
profit wirhal 3 and vct a!l are not Apo- 
ſtles,all are nor Prophers, Abanay and 
Varphar 3 rivers of Damaſcus mighs 
(qrcNionlefſe) have cured Naawans 
I eprofceias well as jord in;had the Pro- 
phet Eliſha fem him thither; It was nor 
the :2rer, bur the Prophets beredifFion 
did the Cire 3 which was nor the leffe 
Di-'ne ard miraculos, becatſe of no 
more difr.cutry, but barely to waſh and 
be clean- We have many now a daies 


"F' 2 of 


T5 


I-Cor: 
12.29. 
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of Naamans blind perſwafion , that are 
highly Otiended if their ſp'rirual cure be 
nor eftected their o:vn way; T hey think 
nothing can be well done in the mana- 
gery or Gods Ordinancesthar is not per- 
tormed with a great deal of di fficulry 
and ſtraining,vh'ich enclines them very 
frequently ro look more upon the weak 
inſtrument, then upon the Supreme &- 
gent, inthe work of Regeneration; aud 
(0 far admire and dore upon the prea» 
chers pifts , that they forget rhey ever 
come from any Donor. 

Whereas the Honour and Excellency 
of our Miniſtry, confiſterh nor ſo much 
in our gifts and endowments (For Paul 
may plant, and Apolh may water ; and 
yet no increaſe, unleſſe Ged give it: ) a3 
In te mercy of God enraiied vpen our 
function , by verrue of certain peculiar 
promiſes and conccfiiens;a:1Whatſoever 
ye [hallbind en earth , ſ':all be bound in 
Heaven ; and whatſ5ever ye ſhall looſe 
on earth, ſhall be lorſed in Heaven: Mar. 
18.18. and Lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the worl{, Mar.28. | 
20. Wh:ch p:omifes, do no: exrend ro 
all Chritians ar large , bur only un'o * 
thoſe whoſe comm: fiion runs in this 
form and tenor 4 Go, and Teach all Na- 
tions, and! Baptice them , in the name of 
the Father , and of the Son , and of the | 
Hily Ghoſt. 90 
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© that thoſe ſhepherds thar come 
rot into the ſheepfold, rhoſe Labourers 
that come nor ir.ro the Vinyard by the 
dore of Ordinaticn, bur clinibe up » or 
creep in ſome Cther way : May juftly 
te (uſpeed ro have ends and aimes as 
private and particular, as the way they 
run in is irregular and un Apoſtolrcal. 
And ſure they come within the rumber 
of choſe ſeducers r*e Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
that creep into kouſes,and lead captive 
filly women » laden with nc, led away 
with divers luf's 3 ever learning y and 
never ab'e to come to the kncwledge 
of the Truth. 2.Tim.3.6-7.50 that ha- 
ving layd a falſe for:ndation , ir is no 
wonder if their ſuperſtructure prove 
rothing elſe bur rotrenes,& Hypocrif ce 

Nor is my charge brought cnly 
againſt thee wancring and Irregular 


il 


ſtars; Lut afairſt other waverirg and. 


Apoſtate fiars 5 ſuch as (eclerrirg 
their Orbe, like that ſtir intl:c Re ves 
lation cal'ed v ormwood,) have excec- 
dingly in.bitrered our waters of affi- 
Gion. 1 heſe 1 mnt confefſe (ror withs 
otr ſere birterrie ite of fpirir)eame fair- 
Iv in by the- Core into t!.c ſheepfo!ds 
thovgh afterwirds they proved kire- 
lings:2nd cowards. rd let ro man won- 
der at it,for it is cur $avio's own predi- 
Ction,that immediatly Letore his fecond 

FJ coming) 


Rev.8., 
dis 
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Math. coming.the fiars ſhould fall from hea- 
24,20, venand rhe powers of heavea ſhould 
be {naxen, and S-Iokn faiy cleerly in a 
viſ13n.that a time would come when the 
tail of the dragon {hou'd Craw the third 
part Of the ſtars from heaven , and caſt 
them unto rhe earth, Rev 12. 4, The 
Church will never te wirchout her De- 


1-Tim.1- Mammon , then cf Chriſt in their bo- 
-0. foins 3 anl with Hymencus and Alcxan+ 
der,wil i00ner make ſhipwrack of their 
faith then the'r forrurcs; as if thoſe 


a!l for Ctriits (ake , and h's Goſpe!, 
were meer Apccryphil,or to be expun- 
Fed at pleaſure and ihere were no ſuch 
ihing as perſecution in the Church mi- 


go'yn and conſidered before the r Or- 
' dination, what that ſacred enzagement 


have waned much of that inward cal- 


have; 2nd to have hid their eyes more 
upon the wageszthen upon the work of 
the Miniſtry. Bur as onr Saviour will 
one day have a N-ſcio los , for iuch 4s 
ſoall plead, 1ying; Lord, have we a0t 
pro;hefied in thy name 2 And inthy 
name have caſt our Diygls ? And in thy 
name 


ma:-like Apoſtates , who cary more of 


many Text.of ſelf- Denia!,and forſaring” | 


- _ 


lirant. Certainly » theſe men never fare | 


_ 


—_ 


{+ might coitchem , as the times might | 
; prove 3 and may juſtly be ſuſpe ted ro 


=» ling,-which they outwardly profefſed to | 


— _ — 
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name Cone many weneerful works ? So Marh. 7. \ 


will car dear(thovgh deferred) mother 
the Church of England , have a Neſcio 
Vos ſor that viperons brood , who in 
theſe Apoſtate tires , have caten their 
cwn Way(or the way to their own ends) 
through that womb that bare them. 

In the mean time , however theſe 
wen may efteem of tFemſelves , or be 
eſteemed of by others, rhey are nor like 
to ke reckened among the Lords Pro- 
phe ts;their !or;ar keſt,will fall cur ro te 
Luz among the peoples Prophets;becauſe 
they forge and forme their viſ:ons, (as 
ſome men do their prognoſtieations,) ac- 
cording to the humour, palate, and un- 
ſedinefſe of thele rimes : Now if the 
trumpet give an uncertain ſound ; who 
ſhall prepare himſelf unto the battel?If 
the Prophets Reer according tothe peo- 
ple;who ſhall be the peoples guides? If 
the blind lead the blind, both muſt cer- 
tainly fall ito the ditch. God comman- 
ded the Prophet Iaiakzto record it unto 
«1 pcfteriryz1 har his people were a re- 
tellicus peoples! ying ciiidrengand ſuch 
2S would not hear the law ofthe Lord; 
Why ; What was the reaſon ? Lecauſe 
they took upcn them to preſcribe unto 
the Frophers; ſaying unto the Seers, ſee 
not;ard tro the Prophets, prophicſ.e rot 
unto us right things » ſpeak unto vs 

F 4... fmocth 
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ſmooth things,propheſie deceipt. The 

people were therefore {aid ro be incor- 

giblegbecanſe they were reſolved to en- 
rertain no Prophets bur ſuch as ſhould 
varniſh over their foul ſpors with fair 

pretenſes, and ſcratch the itch of their 

rebellious; humour.In the Prophet Iere- 
mies timezthere was the fame combina» 
rion & apreement between the Prophets 
ard the people 3 and that this was no 
ſlighr provocarion,obſerve what a black 
mark the holy Ghojft ſers upon it- A 
wonderful and horrible thing is commit- 
ted in the 1 and; The Prophet: propheſte 
falſty, and the Priejts bear rule by their 
means, and my peaple love to have it ſo, 
and what will ye do in the end thereof ? 
And as this evil reigned under the Law, 
ſo that ir (ould re pne alſo under the 
Goſpel, we have S. Pauls exprefle pre- 

diction, Th: time will come (faich he) 
that men wil not endureſound dofirine;but 
after their own luſts wil heap unto them* 
ſelves teachers, havins itching ears» All 
Scripture is written for our Inf!ryTijon, 

1 hefe ſmooth Prophets are the great 

T utinarier, vr rather Idols of our Age 
and Nat7on;;dor:d ind magn' fied by the 

blind unſted4y multitude, for no other 

reai02 tÞar | can imagioe,bnt for their 
lympatli!zing correſpondency in blind- 

ne/s and inconituacy.And truly, if there 


- 


—_—_ Xa£©*<£ <4 £ oaS #c< -awaS 


of Spiritual Infatuation. 
be any |:ghr 2r all in them , 'ris certain» 
Iv.the light of the g/o- worm, er rotten- 
wood, rather ſeems, rÞen 1s ſo,by reaion 
of the grean darkrelſe wherein we are 
involved; Oyrather , like thoſe perni- 
ciouz and miſpuiding lights, rhat cauſe 
a man r0 wander out of his way, which 
we call Jenis Fatuus,and TenisLambens, 
one of which you may fan and drive 
before you which way you pleaſe,and 
the 0 her will follow you which way 
ſoever you part the ayr : Both are du- 
&ible, and pliant unto your will ; and 
both will lead you out of your wayand 


' Cary yOu you know ror where. Thelc 


I call the peoples Prophets, whole do- 
&rines are (0 loeſe and Independent;that 
you know ner where to have chem, an{ 
yet you have them ar every rum; Thar 
ſteer in their propheſyings,ſomtimes ac- 
cording to the ſenſe and diftate of a ſe- 
cular Councel or Committee ; (omrnes 
according to the face and Afpett of a 
Cyfer Aſſembly, ſomrimes according to 
the ſucceffe and archievement: of a trai- 
rerous and bloody Military Combina- 
t7on,fomrimes according ro the ltch and 
enclinations of theit blind (ol'owers,by 
w hom they ſu>{t.Thus inſtead of ſqua-+ 
ring the Chriſtians praftiſe by the pre- 
cepts of Gods word (hich every wiſe, 


and regu'ar builder ought to do) they 
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have borre'wed a trick from Rome, to 
mint their doctrines » and cafc> of con- 
{cie:1ce y as may be molt ſerviceable to 
their particular deſegns and Intereits. 

And 1 could with ti:ey had borrowed 
only their fine ſpan Artifices from that 
Conclave ; their Sophiſmes and diftin- 
aions from the lewre 3 and not (by 
their wilde a':d coniuſed principles) 
have invited the very perſons of Priefts 
and jeluites ro incorporate and c0-0pe- 
rate withthem in their pernicious and 
cerudi ve deſigns. For it is moſt cer- 
rain, thar thele (ubrile and buſic factors, 
have nor only piowed w:th our heifers 
in the'r privaic Ailembliezbur with rhe 
Caſves of the people alſo 3 thoſe Bulls 


Oi Baſan,or rather Buls of Belialzwhom 


pridezAmbition,andCoveiouſneflezhave 
rendered impatient of anv yoke of Go- 
verament y or of being confined to any 
Inc'oltire- The phraſe 13 not incollera- 
ble,tince it is che Hoy Ghoſts own Dia» 


[et ; the one is Sampſons,ludg. 14 It, 
'T he other the Pſalmijts,Pſal.68 30.But , 


ro return to the Peoples Prophets, 
'To lay nothing of the unme-forable 
Covetcoulnetle z and notorious Non- 


reſilence of rhoſe men , who in other | 


rines,were the herceſt declamers againſt / 


theſe foul {:ns: Nor of their borromlcile 
walice againſt icir felloy Lbourers; 


D - -————= 


Ma- 
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Making a mon aDelinquent for a word | 
and laying ſnares fcr him, thar impar- x7, 29, 
tially reproveth in the gates» I ſhall ,,, 


patſe by their injuries unro men » an 
only take noriceof their injurjous deal - 
ing and prevarication with re word of 
God, and conſequently with God him- 
ſelf; and that in rwo reſpects : Firſts in 
their miſ:nterpreting of Scripture » and 
ſecondly in their miſapplyirg of Scrt- 
p:urezin both which re{pects,they kate 
added much to the boldneffe, and pre- 
ſumption of the Herericks of old, and 
the preſent Church of Rome they {o 
wech declame againſt. 

To produce ſome few inſtances of 
many, and firſt concernirg their, miſin- 
rerpretirg of Scripture. 

if Barack wcre the ſupreme Mapi- 
firate in Iſrael and Meroz were Curſed 
for not coming in to his afiiNances in 4 
day of great extremity and hazard ; I 
wonder wich what fa:e our Prophets 
could ſo unanimcuſly concur in-making 
n'e of that Texr , (4) ro incire {ubjects 


ro take arms apainſt the'r Soveraipn ? If a) ludg: - 


Peter were reprchended by Chriſt for 
drawing a ſwerd in defence of ihe 
moſt innocent cauſe , and perlon , th.t 
ever appeared in the wcrld 3 it is very 
ſtrange thar (of all other inſtances) 
that ſhould be made uſe of;io ſirenpt} en 

the 
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the doArine of refitioo the lawful Ma- 
p'(trare. It was 2a ſtrarpe piece Of confie 
dence (ro my apyelienſcn) in the 
P:esvvrerian party , rg turn thoſe Can» 
non, (or Cannanical Texrs) upon the 
__ Ariny,:.nd their adherents,(a not long 
(4) Sce before the Kings wurther) which they 
-* would never taVe norice of, whilſt they 
lubſcri- vere planted apgainit themſelves, I my 
ted BY (it have heard our of the pulpit a paſ- 
* ſome of ſicnare Declamartion (6 ) againit all Ce- 
the Lon ones whatſoever, and the Textal- 
den Mt” ledged ro prove the damnableneile of 
5 AMNETS* them hath becn only that Rev.22 18, 
(5) Mt py; 1 teſtifie unto every men that heareth 
* Rier p:; the words of the propheſie of this book, 
F Grenh:l, if any man ſhall adi unto theſe ſayings, 
pat Step- God jball and unto him the plagues that 
w__ are w)ittzn in this brok, As if the in- 
ſticurion of a Ceremen'e , er Circum- 
ftanc?y( without which,no external wor- 
{hip can be performed; withour which, 
no Church cn carth ever & dor any af- 
ſembly of men can appear in the pu- 
blike worſhip and ſ'rvice of God) were 
an Additicn t» the propheſge of that 
Bok , or r0 the Doctrinal part of the 

Holy Seriptures. 
| wiſh irom my hearrtheſe men were 
C nthis particuiar) as innocent, as the 
Ceren onies eſtabliſhed in thd Church of 
E1: layd; Bur he tliat [hall ſerioully de- 
| bates 


- the letter 


di tn lf c++ fo Aber nt. 44 —_— 
b * * 
- - 
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of Spiritual Infatuation, 
- Jhate , within his {1 nnd arfiandings 
I” The unnacig! Hyerm erat yy the:2e 
e [p'offes, tic mmicalt;; hie Yicrencesy 
I. which they hive torce.! 12172 One 
e [Text of Scripture 4 Only in f:vorr of 
z » their oO4n de! EneS4.014/ have rea'cn ra 
y | ſuſpe&zhey are very necrly all:ec onte 
Y | thoſewho interpret paſce 0v25y /eed my 
5 | ſbzp , (thatis) Deprſ? , and murther 
* | Chriſtian Kings And Luod unque ſcive- 
* | ritis, and whatſoever ye jha!l looſe on 
* | earth, &c. ſignifies the Pop2s power tO 
f | difpence with all {: rt> of Oathes Yowery 
, | Penalties,CenſuresLaweseven with the 
1 | obedience of Subjefts,to their Foveraign 
z | Lord and King. From ſuch ſqueizings, 
; | and preffures of the Sacred Oracles, 
* | (God helpus) Ime ſure we have taſted 
\ } abitrer potion, and if this be nor to 
add unro Scripture,and conſequ: ntly to 
Incurre thoſe plagues,which S Ichn de- 
 * clares ro belong ro (o bold a fin;l knew 
not what is. 

Secondly , for their Miſapp!ying of 
Scriprure,or(ratker )prevaricating with 
it- And here the field is fo large, that [ 
ſhould exſpatiate much beyend myIn- 
tendments,ſhould I acquaint you; what 

| Lorrid,and prodigious ſuggeſtions have 
Leen hinted unto the people » from 
ſome abuſed Texts : as pairicularly 
from that , Eccleſ-4- 13. Better is a 
, 2 posr, 
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poor and wiſe child,then an old and fool- 
iſh king, who willno more be admoniſhed 
&c. frm that 14.30.31. Tophet 5s pre- 
pared of old yea-for the king it # prepar- 
ed; from that 1 al. 149 8+ To bind their | 
Kings in chains, and their Nobles in 
links of iron ; from that ler. 46. Curſed | 
be he that keepeth back hjs ſword from 
blood. In all which,our propbe 5s have 
been as groſly and unſoterly miſtaken, | 
as was thar gentleman (who preaching | 
_ toa great Congregation upon a day of | 
The humiliationsf: r uneaſonable and rainy | 
ſummer weather ) made uſe of thar Text, 1 Sam | 
1548. 12. 17, Is it not wheat harveſt to day ? | 
1 will call unto the Lord, aid he ſhall 
ſend thunder,and rain, that you may per- 
ceive and ſee, that your wickedneſs is 
great, which you have done in the fight 
of the Lord, in asking you a king, And 


- from thence concluded,that that unſea- 

_ 5 ſonable weather, which at that rime 
eat threatned the wheat harveſt, was ſent 

for the peoples preat wickednefle in 
.,, petitioning a Treaty with his Majeſty. 

4 pms of Sure it ke wen been a mediration 
= 9 more genuine-aud agreeable to the day; 
* ro have remembred his Auditory; | hat 

God had juſtly ſent an excefive mot- 

fture upon that earth which (out of 
Spiritnal drunkennes and madnefle)we 

had moiſtned our ſelves for ſome yeers 

before 


It were 
nor M. 


— — 


ol- 
ved 


ed | 
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before-with our own Chriſtian, Prore- 
ſtanr, Engliſh blood. 

For thoſe that have been rhas noro- 
riouſly guilty of handitrg, the wora of 
God deceitſully : L wilh them ſer:ovſly 
to conſider, that theſe pious frauds (for 
ſuch perhaps they may telieve them) 
are not only arguments of great Igno- 
rance and untteddineiſe in the protefii- 
on of the Goſpel, tur of a very deep 


| degree of hypocrifte and impiety;z Ard 
' thatthe reward and Coom of ſuch deſ- 
| perate diiſemblirg is certain ruine and 


deftrudtian z and for the proof of this, 
I ſhall only preduce rwo Texts, the 
one is 2 Fer-3+ 16. Some thin2s (:n S- 
Pauls Epiſtles). are hard to be under- 
flood, which they,that are unlearned, and 
unſtable, wreſt ( as they do alſo the other 
Scriptures) unte their own deſirufion. 

The other is 2 Tim-3. 13- But evil men 
«nd ſeducers, ſhall wax worſe and worſe, 

deceiving.Cy being deceived. I he frauds 

of an Impoſtor (how ever they may fail 

of their ends upon other wen) ſhall 

be ſure ro return with miſch:ef enovgh 

upon the kead of him that yractiſerh 

them, and the fina! cloſe of the ſeducer 
1+ his awn ceitiin ſeduction. They 

ſhall co ve'l ro conſider, rat the great 
red Dragon ard the old ſerpentathe di- 
vel, and rhe Ecaſt ( Antickrift) and the 

falſe 
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falſe Propher,are a't of a piece, and all 
0: a chain, Rev. 1 5-13+ 1 he bortomleſle 
pit .5 a'l rheir homes, their ſpirits are 
all unclean ſpiries,ard indecdthey have 
very little reaſon to pre: end ro the ſpi- 
rit of rruch and holines,who thus noro- 
r.oully abu e his ſacred oracles to their 
on particular ends and aims,as if the 
wcrd of God (which ought to be the 
rule of tauh,& a good life) were arule 
of lead,to be bowed at pleaſure, to our 
own licentions humors & inclinations, 

Bur a!l this perhaps,may be thonght 
to be a declamation as full of birrerneſs 
as boldneſſe. The falſe Frophets will 
deciame apainſt falſe prophers as faſt as 
any ; and if rhe appeal be made unto 
the people, ris more then probable,that 


1Kin-22 Zedechiah the falſe prophet, will have 
Jer. 28, the berrer of Micaiah the trite 3 Hana-» 


x King. 
13.18. 


1 Cor.14 at Bethel.. And although the ſpirits of 


32- 


niah the falſe, will prevail over lere- 
miah the rrue : 'i Þe falſe ;rophets, as 
they carry the greatelt conhdence, f0 
commonly the greateſt plauſibility 
with the peop'e. We read in ſacred 


Hyftorie, :hat a man of God hath been | 


miſtaken in a man of God ; 'Ihe manof 
God that was ſent to prophel'e againſt 
the Altar at Bethel, was deccived and 
abu.ed by the old propher thar dwe't 


the Prophetrare ſubjett to the Prophets; 


that | 


| 


| 


ow Ro" oy bs my. ,o5 Rows © 
= C_— 
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of Spiritual Infatuation, 
that is,ſubjec to their examination and 
cenſure 3 yer we do not in theſe days, 
pretend to ſuch a ſpirit of diſcerning, 
but that one prophet way te eaſily m1- 
ſtaken in another 3 And therefore ir will 
concern us to look our for ſome &r;ter7- 
na charaCer or mark,whereby we may 
receive ſar!ſſa&tion in this particular. 
And cernainly,we cannor have a ber- 


| ter, then that which o'r Saviour hath 


lefr nupon'record, Mat. 7.14. Beware of 
falſe Prophets, which come to you In 
ſheeps clothing, but inwardly thy are 
rauvning wo.ves.Hypocrifie,:nd crueity 
or coverouſneſle (for beth are implyed 
in the wolyiſh diſpoſition) are ſhrewd 
ſymproms of a falſe prophet 3 bur this 
deſcription is nor concluding enongh, 
and therefore irs added v. 20+ By their 
fruits ye ſhall know them Bur ir may fal 
under a quere, Whar is here meant by 
fruits? for if by fruits in this place, we 
ſhall underſtand mens a&/ons and mar- 
nere;a5 they are expe: ft inthe out;.ard 
converfationy hen this can be no good 
kriterian : for the lives of many ortho- 
dox and able preachers, way pcfi bly 
be blemiſh'd with divers fraz/ties van pur 
ritierand inadvertncies; The trith of 
our dofrine doch ror depend npon the 
integrity of our converfat'on: thre way 
be Iacobs voice in the pulpit, and 'Þe 
rough 
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falſe Propher,are a't of a piece, and all 


0: a chain Rev. 1 5.13+1he bortomleſle 
pit .5 a!l rheir homes, their ſpirirs are 
all unclean ſpiries,and indecd:they have 
very little reaſon to pre:end ro the ſpi- 
rit of rruch and holines,who thus noro- 
r.oul'y abu e his ſacred oracles;to their 
own particular ends and aims,as if the 
wcrd of God (which ought to be the 
rule of taub,& a good life) were arule 
of lead,to be bowed at pleaſure, to our 
own licentions humors & inclinations. 

Bur a!l this perhaps,may be thonght 
to be a declamation as full of birrerneſs 
as boldneſſe. The falſe Frophers will 
deciame apainſt falſe prophers as faſt as 
any ; and if rhe appeal be made unto 
the people,'ris more then probable,that 


1Kin-22 Zedechiah the falſe prophet, will have 
Jer. 28. the berrer of Micaiah the trite 3 Hana» 


x King. 
13.18. 


1 Cor. 14 at Bethel.. And although the ſpirits of 
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niah the falſe, will prevail over lere- 
miah the true © '4 he falſe ;\rophers, as 
they carry the greatelt conhdence, fo 
commonly rhe greateſt plauſibility 
with the peop!e. We read in ſacred 
Hyftorie, :hat a men of God hath been 
miſtaken in a man of God ; Ihe manof 
God that was fent to prophel'e againſt 
the Altar ar Bethel, was deccived and 
abu.ed by the old propher thar dwe'r 


the Prophetrare ſubjeft to the Prophets; 


that | 
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of Spiritual Infatuation. 
that is,ſubjeR to their examination and 
cenſure ; yer we do not in theſe days, 
| pretend to ſuch a ſpirit of diſcerning, 
bur that one prophet way te eaſily m1- 
ſtaken in another ; And therefore ir will 
concern us to look our for ſome Arzteri- 
ena charaCer or mark,whereby we may 
receive ſariſſaQion in this particular. 
And certainly, we cannor have a bet- 
ter, then that which o'r Saviour hath 
lefr npon'record, Mat. 7.14. Beware of 
falſe Prophets, which come to you in 
ſheeps clothing, but inwardly they are 
rauning wo.ves.Hypocriſie,:.nd cruelty 
or coverouſneſſe (for beth are implyed 
in the w olyiſh diſpoſition) are ſhrewd 
ſymproms of a falſe prophet ; bur this 
| deſcription is nor concluding enongh, 
| and therefore its added v. 20+ By their 
| fruits ye ſhall know them Bur ir may fal 
under a quere, Whar is here meant by 
| fruits? for if by fruits in this place, we 
ſhall underſtand mens ations and mar- 
| nere:25 they are expr: ft inthe ourtiard 
| converfationy hen this can be no fgood 
' kriterien : for the lives of many ortho- 
dox and able preachers, way poſi bly 


ritieraand inadvertoncies; I Ferri th of 
| our dodrinz doch nor ecpend npon the 
| integrity of our con\erfar'on: thore way 
{ be Iacobs yoice in the pulpit, and the 
| rough 


| be blemiſh'd with divers frailties,zimpur 
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rough hands of Eſau cl{ewhere;'tis poll hy} 
fible men may be exqnifite inſtrument} mai 
of other megs converſion;and yet wha the 
all is cone, prove caſt a-ways then ſtor 
ſelves, like Noahs Carpenters, that ly wo! 
bour'd with him in bvilging of the An by 
and yet had ror faith ezxough ro- go i the 
and be ſaved. Ard ſo on the contrary} do 
the ſrauds and fallacies of falſe Pro frui 
phers and ſeducers, are very frequent! 
varniſhed over with alms and auſterity 
and exad firiftnefſe in the ourwar 
converſation ; damnable dofrires n 
have a faint-like holinefle attending 
them. The Prophet Zachary rels us 
ſome Prophets (not unlike the Rom) 
Ecclehaſticks) that wore a rough gu 
ment to deceive 3 and yetin 13: day 
frya!,every one of theſe Prophets ſho 
be «ſhamed of their vifions, Zach. 134 
The Scribes and T hariſces were net th: 
riouſ!y preciſe ': their prayers,and fall pi 
Ings,and ryrhing of mirt, anni, & cum} P4 
M'n ; and yer our Savior {8's his dl Re 
ſciples, thats except their righteouſneſ © 
exceed th: righteeuſneſs of the Scriby 
and Phariſees, they ſhould not enter int, Of 
the kingdom of heaven. Ts ro ſirangs ©1t 
thing for ſubtle merchants to pur the 
faireft gloffes pon their fal{cſt wares; ir 
and if we ſha! take our ay m at the ouy 
ward converlationghe greateſt _ | 
JP 
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poll hypocrifie may paſſe fr the holieft 
ent! man of God 3 ſo that ye ſhall know 
ha them by their fruitszi; nor to be under- 
em} ſtood chus,ye ſhall know them by their 
14 works,or ye ſhal judge of their ſayings 
an by their doings 3 bur ye ſhal! know 
« them by their fruits, that 1s, by their 
ary] dodtrines; ye ſhall know them by ſuch 
fruits as their dottrines {Fall produce- 
And indeed, this was the infallible 
mark of a fa!ſe Prophet under the Laws 


among you a Prophet, or adreaiter of 
dreams and giveth thee a ſign, or a won- 
der, and the ſign and the x onder cometh 
to paſs,whereof he ſpake unto thee ſaying 
let us g0 after other gods and let us ſerve 
them, &c. where the Fgn of the falie 
Prophet 1s nor in rhe pn, cr the won- 
34; der;but in the per'waſ.onto Icolatry;So 
crc4 that whenſcever we meer with a Pro- 
faft{ pher perſwading and enclining a peo- 
um} ple unto any apparei tr corruption in 
di Religion or 200d manners; or whenſo- 
neſs Ever we meet with a doGrire,the deſign 
] or application wherof is the promoting 
ny, Of ſedirion and rebellions to the preju- 
nx: dice of the peace and fafery of any 
t&& Church or Kingdom, we ſhall need rs 
es; funther witnefſe ro conclude the dcceir 
8 and impoſture of thatfalſe Prooher. 
tin To come then tothe rouchſone; do 
F . we 


a5 appearz Deut. 13.1,2- If there ariſe 
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we meet with prophers that take away und 
the rouchſtone from us,whereby all do-{ of | 
Erines ſhould be tryed and concluded {rrut 
Do they cloyſter up the Script: re (th W, 
certain rnle of faith and a good life) &the 
put the ſalvation of eur fonts upon anand 
implicite faith,and a blind obedience {þre: 
Do they affore vs, that ignorance is thethe! 
mother of devotion,and io conſequentlyfand 
open a gapto all ſad — het 
which commonly enſue upon rhe wan 

of the knowledge of God in a lanc? 
we meer with prophet:,that rell usthat 
no faith js to be kept with hereticks,andwe 1 
ſo apparently introduce that foul fin 
petjury & preyaricationboth with 
and man? Do they diſcharge child: 
of the dury they ow unto ther parents 
by venue of ſome Corban, or perhaps 
ſome monaſtich vow,orRomiſh compli-jmer 
ance?Do they diſcharge ſubjetts of their pav 
duty of allegiance to their Soveraigne Po f 
by vertue of ſome popiſh diſpenſation, Þle 
making the fiſt comn.andrrent of God png 
of ncne etie(t, through rheir own Tra PYre 
dittons?Do ve meer with prophets that fatit 
diffolve Lawin! Matrigiony in ſome flez 
perſons, end fort id 't in others 3 when ler 
the Scripture cxpref'y conciudes ir Ro-J'ng 
nouralile in all? And 'do they in thefhe! 
mean time a'loy and rplerar* akomina- Þav: 
ble Srews and Brothels ( thoſe finks of kept 

unclean* 
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ay uncleannefle 3 )) not for conveniency, 
o-| ot necefliry (as is prerended) bur in 
d IIrruch and realitysfor filthy lucre ſake ? 
the We know what thoſe Prophets are, by 

he accurſed fruit char (ſpring from theſe 
nd the like dodtrines ; it ſhall be no 
e breach of charity in ns, to conclude 
thahem in ihe n2mber of fa'fe prophers 3 
tlyand of rheſe Prophets, we know where 
here are pood Nore, thay wa'k the 
tid in ſheeps clothing,with no ſmall 
power and plauſibility. 

But ro !ook nearer homewards ; Do 
e meer with Prophers(high:y horou- 
red in their own Couritry ) thar tcl! us, 
e ma” do evil at ſome times,that good 
may coine thereon, in order tO a tefor- 
ntþmation 3 and fo by conſequence,relol ve 
apihall chriſtian praQiſe into good inrend- 

[-jmentawherewith neil uf (elf 15 ſail io He 
heir paved? Do they tell us, that God fees 
me 0 fin in his eledt ; and then(by a nim- 
on, Þ1e & dexrrous way they have of Saint- 
30d Jng tiemſelves, andrheir own prote- 
Ta I yrs) conclude a1:d infer rheir Forni- 
that eations and Adultecies to have no un+ 
z7e Fleanneffe inthe; their ſacriledge and 
hen plunfer.co be without theft : rneir jup- 
ho- ]'ng and diffembling,pious fra':d> ; and 
thefheic horrid and bloody miyrthers, ro 
na- Pave the (weer tmel'ing ſavory of ac- 
5 of ceptable peace of:erings ? Do we meet 
an” wiuh 
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with Prophets thar inform the people, af 
char Kings (as well as Biſhops )are an-lyr; 
richriſtian ; rhar the kingdom of Ielus|an; 
Chriſt, iz a ſpiricual Government, and{har 
that no tr:wporal monarch harh anyjf 
thing ro do wirh it ; That Kinzs inſteedgyy 
of beins praved for (as Defenders offgn; 
the faith, and protectors of the publikehot 
peace) nay (withour being depoſed bypagt 
the Pop*) he mnrdcred by their ownlpu, 
ſabje&s. That the defign of rhe Goſpelhz 
is div:fi01.and a ſword. Thar the beſthhe 
Patriotz and preſervers of the publikeſdiſ, 
peace ant Jiberry, are thoſe men Whtſpra 
are dee >eil perjiired. Ther treaſon and 
rebe!li0n 1: good ſervice ro God & th 
Comm onwea'rth, ' hat 1t otighr ro beſwar 
atted u20n rhe publike faith of theſped 
king45 n, and when ir is acted, thar a[chri 
ought tv h! rewarded wiih publikeſof } 
thank 3 and ackr.owledgement in print, 
In a word, do w e Meet with prophen]Or 
tha: re'! the Þ cope e- thar the moral law o' 
is of :0 1c or 01-arion under rhe Go-[war 
fpel ; that there is an Evanpelical ne[pec 
ceftit; of wee? rp np the Tares, before|phe 
the 5enecal hrarveit; that them: (clves arejf:re 
the. 254 wheat 4 and that al! men elſe}con 
ar? ia'cs,ant the !eed of the direl,thatho# 
EO a'20!1r to hinder ard obArnt ſo goodfthe! 
a W3rk ; tat the liberty of the G-ſpelſowr 
ma y be irerched and extended ro the] pre; 
aCing 
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lez|aRing of any dittare ariſing from any 
an-|private perſwaſion of ſpirit Chow blind 
(us|and abominable ſoever) and that the 
ndbaniſhment,impriſonmant, and murder 
nybf Chriſts own Ambafadors,is the beſt 
xcdavay ro promote his ſervice. By theſe, 
Oflend the like defrines (which I would 
iktmot have expoſed to publike view, had 
byÞort a neceſlity enforced ir ) we may 
"wnlpueſſe what theſe prophets are. And 
pelichat I do not injure them by traducing 
xelthheir do@trine, their own ſermons and 


and amp'e declararion of their preich- 
rs principles» And now ler all che 
) befworld judge by the fruits we have rea- 
theſped of late yeers from rtcſe mens Do- 
t d{Grines ; whether theſe are the ſervants 
likefof leſs Chriſt,aa che way they have 
int. fponebe azrevable ro his Goſpel or nor, 
her}Or rather, wherher rhelſe are nor rhofe 
lawſv 01 ves in ſheeps clothing he hath fore- 
Ge-|warnd us of; wh«ther thele are nor the 
ne-[peopies prophets, na» the divels pre- 
fore}phers,»hoſe tongues have been ſ-r on 
sareſfire of hell, tre ſa the world all in a 
elſe}jconflagratian- And 'tis very obſervable, 
,thathow God hath broyght the way of 
pood|theſc jug'crs and diflemblers upan their 
i{ſpellown head ; Before, they would not 
| the] preach,or pray,according to dury and 
Ciing Conſct- 
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conſcience 3 bur as the current 
times enclined themzind now they cans! 
nor, at leaft,i'm (ure they dare not. For 
as it was decreed in our Sav10"rs time, 
Thar if «ny man ſheu'd conjeſs Chriſtbe 


ſhould bs put out of the Synagegue; (0 if 
ary man ſhall now preach or pray for! 
Ke. Chan's Ih, a; his mndonbred Jlawfal 
Sovera gn, he ſhall not Le put out off 
the 5ynagozue or Aﬀemb!y, bur out of 
the wo. 1d 199, if he Jook nor tlie berter! 
to it. S3ti4.r -ur defol re and Gecayed| 
Jeruſa!.: n ' having drunkat the hand of: 
th L3r ! the cup of his jury. the dregs 
of the c.1> of tremblin?)may juſtly conv 
plain wrh the Prophet Ifaiah , That 
there is non?, or at leaſt wery few t 
guide "er amine all the ſuns that ſhe hath! 


broueht furth 5 neither js thre any that! + 


taker" her by the hand, of all the ſw. 
that 5: hath brought up; Burt inſt-ad df 
mini ring any comferr or advice in the| 
day 9: her calawity, the leaders of the| 
peop's have cauſed them tg err, and thr 


Ifas $.1 6. that :r2 led of them are deſtroyed. | 


- 


Th- t-1th 154the unparaileld miſchief 
which theſe blind leaders of the blind: 
hay : donc;:hie ſtrange bo!dnefſe where- 
in tics have proceedve1 ; ropether wih 
the zcncrai belief and adherence of th 
peo »'e, hath enforced we to dwell 


lon,, upon {0 ro'ten and corrnpted a 
ſubjedt 


[? 


of the 
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ſuyS*&.Bur I ſhall now leave theſe pro- 
phets ro their repentance, and a fincere 
gereſtation oi their deep impiery, only 
I ſhall make ſome ſhorr uſe of it, in re- 
ference and relation to our ſelves» 

And now (having given you an 2m- 
p'e diſcovery of the falſe prophets of 
thee irregular times) I ſuppoſe you are 
highly enraged and incenſed againſt 
them, you look upon them as the fire- 
brands of hell,the cauſers of all our mi- 
ſeries,thar no puniſhment can be ſevere 
enough for ſuch pernicious infiruments, 
and what would you nor do to wy 
them to condigne puniſhment ? bur fofr 
and fair, The wrath of man worketh not 
the righteouſnes,of God, hough I have 
nut ſpared them in painting them or 


\, in their proper colours, yer fo faram F 


from incenfing the people, or any kind 


'* of authority againſt rhem,that1 ſil de- 
{. fire & conjure Þþcrh the one and the o- 


ther, to Guarrcl with rhemſe'ves, & rhe 
corruptions of their own boſcms,as with 
the juſt and natural cauſe ot the infin- 
cerity and depravirty cf rheir prophets- 

Two ways God was wont to expreile 
h's difpleaſure againſt his peoplezin re- 
ſpect of prophets. Sonrimes by ſending 
them no Prophets: Thi;\s was the ground 
of the 1':a!miſts complainr, ccneemning 
the cetolarion cfihe S:nQtnary, They 
G have 
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have burnt up all the. hauſes of God in | 
the land; we ſee not our tokens there is 
not en2 Prophet more among us Pl. 74. | 
e, 9. Somtimes by ſufering them to be 
abuſed and deluded by falſe Prophets : 
For as(in the Civil Government )in the 
Prove 11: multicude of Councellors, and laws, 
0" there may be peace and ſafety, fo in the | 
multitude of Councellors and laws, | 
there may be a ſnare, and a curſe upon 
a people; for they may be mercenary 
Ezr- 4.5. Councellors, ſuch as Ezra ſpeaks of; & 
they may be Stetuta inſalubria,ſuch as 
Ezek. 20. Ezekiel ſpeaks of.So is it in the church 
25. in reſpeCt of her Prophets, it is nor the 
number, but the quality of rhem tFat is ' 
ro be looked after ; It was a promiſe 0: 
great mercy which God made unto his 
people by the Prophet Jeremy, 1 will 
give you Paſiors according to mine heart | 
which ſhall feed you with knowledge (< | 
underſtanding Net Paitors accerging tO} 


Jer.3-15, 


ro your hearty that had been a judge | 
mentzbur Paitors accorging 0 my keart- 
As good no Paitors,as no good Paſtors; | 
nay,betrer no la!;ourcrsgthen pernicions; 
labour*rs in rhe Lords vinyard. The: 
paucity and infincerity of Prophers.are| 
both alike the judgement of God upon; 
a people. 

Now this is ro be laid for a pgreund, 


T har the corruption and infincerity E 
the 


of Spiritual Infatation, 
the Prophers (under the juſt anger of 
God) takes it riſe from the corruption 
and infinceriry of the people-So thar(to 
come ts the root of our errors and mil- 
carriages) it is moſt certain, that before 
ever the feducer got into the pulpit, or 
co the tables end:there was a more dan- 
yerous ſeducer gotten into the heart-In 
one man avarice waS a concealed prea- 
cher to the ſoul; in another ambirion,in 
a third,diſcontent; in a fourth, revenge; 
in a fiſtprice,and a defire of goverment, 
in a fixr,novelry,and a defire of change 
of government 3 in ſome one, in ſome 
more,in ſome all of theſe, in ſome more 
then all of theſe (like the ſeven divels 
in Mary Magdalen )keprtthe intire poſ- 
ſeflion of the ſoul 3 fo that onr hearts 
being ſeaſoned and prepared by theſe 
and the !ike corrupt and vite afteftions; 
It was very agreeable to the juſtice of 
God, rofive ways that ſuch Frophers 
ſhould be ſext e072 ns, as were moſt 
ſurablero theſe parricuiar irching hu- 
mors and pred: ipofit:ons. 
$0 that as (in the natural cenſtituri- 
on ) when the ſtomack is burdned with 
anv noxious and 5fenſive humor, thar 
15 there predominant over other hu- 
mors ; the Apperite be ng governed by 
that predowinancy,geclines thoſe meats 
which are moſt wholſom and nutritive, 
G 2 end 
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and longs after;thoſe which are more 


unhealthy and deſtructive ; Juſt ſo is it | 


with the ſpiritual appetite, if thar be 
wantonzor corrupted by the maltignity 


of any deliberate and reſolved wicked- | 


neſlezit does neither approve nor digeſt 
the ſincere milk of Gods word, but (loa- 
thing that Divine Manna) it looks out 
for new deviſed meats and ſauces , that 
15in the Apoſtles phraſe, new fangled 
dottrines and opinions;ſuch as for their 


_- 
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novelty or complyance, are moſt pala- | 


table and pleaſing ro our corrupt and 
licentious enclinarions. 

ger animus falſa pro vers videt- 
This 15 that dangerous evil which the 


9 ripture calls the ſerting up a ſtumbling | 
block of iniquity in the heart, whereot | 
we have a clear aid rncontroulable | 


inſtance, Ezek.14-3 Son of man. theſe 


—— 


men have ſet up their idols in their heart | 


and put the ſtumbling block of their int- 
quity before their faces, ſhould 1 be en- 
quired of at allby them ? 'hele men, 
who were theſe men ? The Elders of If- 
rael, vs 1. TT heretore the rule is (ets v-4- 


Every man of the houſ? of Iſratl that ſets | 


teth np his idols in his heart.and putteth 
the ſtumbling block of his iniquity before 
his face,and cometh to the Prophet , I 
the Lord will anſwer him that cometh, 
according to the multitude of his = 
Ni 


Oc - 


of Spiritual Infatuation, 
And if the Prophet be deceived (at any 

time) when he hath ſpoken a thing, I the 

Lord have deceived that Prophet, v. 9. 

and wherefore is all this? ſeev.s That 

I may take the houſe of Tſrael in their 

own heart, that is, in the ſnare of rheir 

own heart, becauſe they are all eſtranged 

from me through their Idols, 

Ler the Sainr-like ruling Elders 
therefore of our Iſrael look well to it. 
For if they reſolve before hand, to de- 
cree unrighteous decrees, to write grie-Iſar 10:1+ 
ws þ which themſelves have pre- 
ſcribed; and ro deal trecherouſly with 
God and man (which I need nor ſpeak 
by ſuppoſition) They do bur ſer up a 
pernicious Idol in their own boſoms, a 
faral ſtumbling block before their own 
faces z and notwithſtanding their dayly 
prevaratives by prayer and preaching, 
for afliſtance in eouncel (wherein they 
would ſeem to the world, ro be very 
careful ro enquire ar Gods mouth) yer 
the Prophet Iſafahis pohtive, if they 
will chuſe their own ways, their own 
counſels, God will chuſe their deluſions, 37, 56 FR 
will bring therr fears upon them, and 
will anſwer them according to the 
ſnares and prevarications of their own 
falfe hearts. And then what will becom 
of all their pretended ſanity and de- 
vorion ? Truly,their many Inyocations 
G 3 will 
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will prove but as ſo many provecations, 
ray as ſo many abominations in the 
fighr of God. Their many prayers and 
ſermons will bur ſtand as a cloud of 
witneſſes one day to condemn them of 
their ſecrcr Atheifm and Hypocriſ.e. So 
that if our Prophets have been like fox- 
c3 in the Celart;;as they were in Ezekis 
els time ; it 1s becauſe our Elders have 
been like wolves in ſheeps clothing, as 
wererhe Scribes and Phariſees in our 
Saviours time. If the prophets have 
kindled the fire, the people have con- 
tributed the fuel and matter, ro ſo great 
and miſerable a conflagration- 


And indeed, this rortennefſe at the | 


core, 1s that peſtilent corruption,which 


kath ſo viſibly enſnared the Church of 


Rome into ſo many grofſe delufions ; 


becauſe , notwi: bſtancing all pretenſes | 


of intallibility, borrowed from a miſta- 
ken promiſe of our Saviour z notwith- 


- -- 


Randing all their ſolemn addrefſes, and : 
preparatives by prayer aud fafting ; the | 
Conclave affemblies, fill'd with ſele&- | 
ed agerts,whoſe buſineſs rherezis not (o | 
much the diſcovery of divine Truthas | 


the Pre-refolved deſign of minring and 
venting ſuch adulrerare coyn under thar 
ſtamp of aurhority,as may be moſt ſer- 
viceab!e ro the eſtabliſhment and en- 
largement of the dominion ani tyranny 
of that Sce. ] his 
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This inſinceriry of ſpirit (the fecrer 
breath of antichriſt) v hen ir gers into 
the repreſenratives of the Church(as ic 
may do, becauſe we axe fure ir hath 
cone) puts a foul cheat upon God and 
the world,in that language of Viſum eff , & , : 
Spiritui ſan%o & nebis. it ſeemeth good , 5. 
to the holy C hofi. gy to us;&ee vw henthe | 


truth 1s,ris 17/4 eft intereſſe roſtro;09 
nen Spiritui ſanto; It ſeemeth good to us 
and not to the holy Gieft. And for rhe 
foul ſpors and biemiſhes of particular 
intereſt and ad yanrage,the Councels of 
after ages never arrived ro that reputa* 
tion and horour; which rhe whole Ct- 
tholickC hurch acknowledg d ro be dre 
tothe firſt four peneral Councels, (or 
that candour 2nd intcprity which was 
ſo viſibly wanting in that famous ſtrata- 
g'm of Rome, the Ccurcel of Trent, 
For the promiſe of the holy Ghoſts al- 
Eance, is corfred neither to S. Teters 
chair in Rowe, nor toany ailſcnbly of 
ren v hat{cvever-any ctFerwiſe,then the 
ſincerity of their hearts in ſecking aſter 


. truth,puts them into a Capacity to re- 


ceive it. So that thar hypocriſ.e, which 
i5 of the fineſt ſpinning, and diſguiſed 
with the faireſt elofies vpon fy Is ever 
the n'olt ſerviceable expedient to the 
deſigns and ayms of our grard Adver- 
fary the Divel:andthar gliſtering piery 

B 4 «which 
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which is only plauſible in appearance, 
& delign'd only to dazle mens eys ; is 
ugly & abominab'e in the fight of God. | 
Ard becauſe our times are fouly ſul- | 
petted to favour ſtrongly of this lecret | 
leven of hypoctikte ; 1 ſhal} preſent ye ' 
with one of the maſt remarkable piecc:s | 

of a painted Sepulcher, and well co- 
loured rottenneffe;that I find mention'd | 
in facred Scriptare,and thar is Ia. 58.1, | 
2. wherethe Prophet is commanded, | 
ſaying, Cry alond,ſpare not,lifr up thy ! 
voice like a Trumper,% ſhew my peo- 
ple their cranſpreflionzand the houſe of 
Jacob ther ſ:ns;Yer they ſeek me dai- 
ly, ſaith God, and delight ro know my 
ways,as a Nation thar did righteouſnes, 
and forſook nor the ordinance of their 
God; rhey ask of me the ordinance of } 
juſtice-and take delight in approching | 
to God. And yer this goodly pile of 
external picry, was laid upon no other, 
bur the rotten foundation of a difſem- 
bling heart; and therefore required the 
loudeſt and moſt Trumper-like voice of 
a Propher, to reprove it. And as the [in 
was of a firange complexion, that (0 
much rotrenne; ſhould lodg under ſuch 
a ſpecious difgriife, ſo the Go? of truch 
& hacerity, appears again(t this fin ina 
very remarkable way of threata.ngs as 
appearsl{.29.13-Foraſmuch as this " 
pie | 


of Spiritual Infatnation. 

ple draw neer to me with their mouth, 
G& with their lips honour me, but have 
removed their heart far from meggo their 
fear toward me, is taught by the precept 
of men-Therejore behold I wil proceed to 
a marvellous work amongſt this peoplege- 
ven a mar velly:45 work:and a wand. r; Fov 
the wiſdom of their wiſe men ſhal periſhy 
and the underſtanding of their prudent 
men ſhal be hid: ans then follows,Wo ts 
them that ſzek, deep.to hide their councet 
from the Lord, &y their works are in the 
darkgand they ſay, who ſees us; and who 
knows its? Surely your turning of things 
upſide down, ſhal be eſteemed as the pot- 
ters clayy&c. But if theſe rexts ſha'l be 
thought only ro be of lewiſh concern- 
ment, and to be ;ookr on only as an Al- 
manack of a yeer,that is come & gone z 
we have a parallel to theſe in S. Pauls 
prediction,direRed ro Timothy,2 Tim. 
3. 1. &C. This know alſo, that in the laſt 
days, perilous times ſhal come. For men 
ſhal be lowers of their own ſelves, cove- 
tous -boaſt?ri,proud, blaſphemers, diſobs- 
dient to parents,unthank ful;unholy,with 
aut natural affettion;truce breakersjalſe 
accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpifers of 
thoſe that are good. Traytors heady high 
minded, lovers of pleaſures, more then 
lovers of God, having a form of godli- 
neſs, but d:nying the power thereo', &c. 
G 5 What 
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" What a world of wickedneſs does here 


march nn<ter the gar> and diigniſe of 
the mit laint-I:ke godline(s, 


So tha. if God ( ort of his juſt indi- * 


enation again!t 2 ſtubborn and falſhear- 

lo> 4 ; 4, and þ 
Fe poured out upon his anoynted, and hath 
; weakned the ſtrength of the mighty ; 
which was or.ce the condition of a 
Ve 0+ manafter his 0: n keart, If he hath ta- 
ken away the und-rjtanding of the aged, 
and removed the ſpeech of the truſty. ff 
he hath taken away from our Ieruſalem 
the mighty ni-n, and the honourable, th: 
the Indge,Gy the Propher the prudent Gy 


the ancient, and inſtced of theſe, given 
Ia, Z2 3» 


4&5 5y 


behave himf:l proudly againſt the anci- 
ent,theb:ie againjt the honourable, and 
the people to be oppreſſed every one by 
en5ther (which is an accurſed conditni- 


red people) hath ſuFered contempt to bs | 


——_— 
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children for Princes, end babes to rule | 
over u5.1f he hath ſuffered the child ty | 


© OO Gt I On OP. 5 


C1,:1s fil! of rorment and vexation tO ant { 


1nenion: {pirirzas of abſurdiry & con» 
fufion. 17 he hath mingled a perverſe (pi- 


Iſs. 18. 1it in the midjt of us,delivered us upto | 


14. ſpiritual drunkexneſs and madneſs, and 

Icr. 13+ b'iaſted a'l cur I reaties,perhaps for the 

3. (ecret in{;nccrity of our ſpecious dif- 
5 | P 


Euiſes-If ke hath tutfered our people 10 | 


— 


be eaten up {tke bread,our blood tote | 


Wade as chicap as Walcry Ogr mcurropolis 
t0 
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to become a portion for fozes,our ſtates 
ly pallaces and Temples,ro be a quar- 
|} ter for horſes,or a receptacle for thieves 
di- | andrebels:and the overfiowings of un- 
ar-; o0dlines to proceed fo farzas ro quench 
62 the lighr of our [ſrael, by taking away 
th | the joy of our hearts,ard the breath of 
3 | ournoſtrils,in the life of our Soveraign. 

2 | Andnotwithſtanding all thishath cloſed Ifa, 29, 
'a*| the eys of our Prophets and rulers,with 10, 
| theſpirit of a deep ſleep of ſen/l*ſneſs &+ 
'S ſecurity (which is the map of our pre- 


4 | ent miſery and confuſion) ſure there is 
12 | great wrath gone out from rhe Lord 
7 | apainſtuHir concerns every man to en- 
y | quire after the ſecret Achan of his own 
| boſom, there is great reaſon to ſuſpedt 
9 | weare underthe immediate power and 


erchantment of a general Irfaruation. 
4 | And therefore, ſince the firſt ground 
) | andbotrom of infatuation is from a 
| funbling block of our own laying, in 
: the ſecret depravities and reſervations 
, of the hearr 3 Letthe people no longer 
' echargetheerrors and infelicitics of rhe 
| | rimesonthe prophets,nor the prophets 4 
| on the people;bur ler all look well into : 
onr ſelves, and we ſha!l find matter cf | 
| FEighprovocation;both in che prophets 
C1 and in the peop!e. And therefore lay- 
| 1g afide all bitrerneiſe and evil ſpeak- 
| wr($3pgainſt each otherz Let us turn 
Cur 
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our charges and clamours into prayers 
for each other ; the people ſor the pro- 
phetszthat they may be more faithful & 
finccre in the adminiſtration and execu- 
rion of their ſacred fun&tion ; and the | 


prophets for the people, that they may , 


be more diligent in knowing, and more 
conſcionable in prattifing what is deli- 
vered unto rhem our of rhe ſacred Ora: 
cles; the people for the prophets, that 


they may be burnirg and ſhining lamps þ 
in the ſanfu:ry of Gol 3 and the pro- | 


phers for the people, that they may be 
cranſlared from the kingdom of darknes 
into the glorious light and liberty of 
the ſons of God. Thar ſo both people 
and prophers may twiſt and concar in 
their utmoſt endeavours, ro work out 
their own ſalvation with fear and trem- 


bling > and both be brought nearer to Þ 


Godzto ſerve him acceptably,with reve- 
rence and god!ly fear. 

To all thele infiruwenrs of Infatuar 
tions I ſhall add but one more,and that 
T take to be expreſly ſer down in the 
Text ; namely, The ſincere preaching of 
the geod word of God. Go firſt, and ll 
this people; and afrerwards, make the 
heart of ths people fat ; thar is, deliver 


| 


my metlage fincerely unto this people, * 


though L krow before-hand they will 
grew more obſiinate and obdurate upon 


| 


the | 
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the hearing of iz: The propher Iſaiah 
compares the word of God ro Rin and 
Snow 3 As the rain cometh down, and pc, TY 
the ſnow from heaven,and returneth not 
thither; but watereth the earth, and mas 
keth it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give ſeed to the ſawer, and bread tothe 
eater : $o ſhall my worddbe , that goeth 
out of my mouth, it ſhall not return unto 
me void, &c- Andyer, as the fame 
froſty, ſnowy weather, that is health ro 
the ſound3 is a burthen to the weak and 
crazy Conftiturion z As the fame re- 
freſhing ſhower which bringeth up the 
erafſe and corn, bringeth up the weeds 
and rares alſo : Sorhe ſame good word 
of God never returns in vain 3 our La- 
bour cannot be in vain in the Lord; It 
may be in vain in reſpect of your con- 

verſion; It will norbe 7n vainzin reſpe& 
of your Convition-It may Le in vainzin 
reſpe( of your humiliation ; 1t will nor 
be in vain y in reſpe@ of 3our 0bdura- 
tions It may be in vain , in reſped of 
your Regenzration , and Salvation; It 
will not be in vain , in refped of your 
Iudgement and C ndmnation. Moſes 
was affurcd before-hand from the 
mouth of God himſelf, that all his em- 
baſſies and tranſaGions with Pharach 
ſhou'd produce no otter eftect bur ro 
endcr him more 0::{t.nzre and iecolved 
: nct 


IO,LIH, 


1,Cor- 
ISp15.1y 
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not to ſubſcribe ro the command of 


God, in the diſmifiion of his people; | 


yet Moſes is ſent unto him , that the 
hardnefle of Pharaohs heart, as well as 
the greatneſs of Gods power » might be 
known unto the world. There was 
meſſage upon meſſage , (and if theſe 
were not enough, rhere was mracle 
upon miracle , and (if theſe concerned 
him nor,)chere was plague upon plague; 
like wave npon wave , beating upon 
himfe!ſf,his terrantszand the whole Na- 
tion of the Egyptians 3 and yet (nor- 
withſtanding all this) we find the heart 
of Pharaoh harcdned into a proverbgand 
an inſtance of an obdurate ſpirir unto 
all poſterity. 

W hart ſhall we ſay then? Is there un 
rightecuſneſſe with God in ſending Pre 
Fhets to the ruin of a people ? Is there 
#1075 in olla ? Is there death in the Pry- 
phets por?Is there poyſon in the ſincere 
milk of Gods word ? I ſhewed before, 
rhat corruption in the hearts of the peo- 
p'e, mighr occaſion corruption 1n the 
prophets , bur can the ſtench and irfe- 
ion of that corruption , extend it ſelf 
ſo far as to taint the good word of Gol! 
No certainly ; Let God be truexthough 
every man a Lyarz and let his word be 
ever ſacred and immurable, thovgh all 
the world ſhould be conyiRted and 

COR” 


| 
| 


— —__ 


— 


— _ 


of Spiritnal Tnfatuntion, 
condemned by ir Peaven ant earth 
ſhall paile away,bur ki3 word ſtall nor 


paſſe away 3 that +5 (occord 11g, as the Rey. 6, 
ſcripture comment. ele where) The 14. 


heavens ji:all paſſe amwdy 35 a ſcrou! when 


it is r-uled togetb:r, and the Elements =:Per. 3, 
ſhall melt with fervent heat ; {his 10. 


good! y Ba!l of Earth ſhall be crumbled 
ior0 nothing,and all the gaudy vanities 
we ſo much cetc on) ſhail pafſe away 
like a (moke : Bur nor one 19t or tztt/e 
of that word which may ſave, and muſt 
judge us » ſhall pafſe away or be chan- 
red. And therefore ro prevent any mi- 
ttake that may ariſe in a buſinefle of o 
great concernment z It may nor be im- 
pertinent tO ſhew , firſt, the innocent 
Qyraliry of Gods word in irs own na- 
rure. Secondly, The different operation 
of this word per accidens,in ſome hear- 
ers. Thirdly,1 heRea'on of this differerc 
operation. Fourth!y,zwhat Cauvrions and 
Counſels may be reedful ro prever.t irs 
hardn:ng quality in our ſelves, 

Fir , that we may have no quarrel 
againſt the. preaching of the word, 
(whar ever exceftion lies againſt the 


preachers) we muſt know; I he word of Mas Kk. 4. 
God is alwaies good ſeed ; whar cver the I.Iet.22, 


ground Fe whartin it is fown The Dg+ 


arine of the ſcripture is alwaies fin ere pq, e. ! 
. c : Zo 
milk, what ever the ſtomack be where- 1.4 


1 


IIZ 
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32. 
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in it 1s received. The myſteries of the 
Goſpel are alwates ſtrong meat z what 
ever the conflitution be thar ſhould dis 


ge'i ir; and what ever may be inferred, | 


either from the dottrine and pradtife of 
the Church of Romero dra'y contempt 
uponthat Saired ordinance of preach- 
ing 3 or from the vilany and infelicity 
ot theſe times , wherein all Religion 
ſeems to be reſolved into hearing, and 
our Engliſh Nation (wichout the hands 
of a Biſhop) rurned all *into Egcleſia- 


| Jay 
' 
ani 


p11 
nel 
2 { 


an 


(v 


| 


ſticks 3 Yerl dare affirm, the natural! 
life may as well be ſuſtained without! 
che ſupply of our daily bread ; as that| 
Grace (the life of the ſoul) can (with: | 


Out a miracle) either increaſe , or be! ! 


preſerved withour the conſtant now | 
riſhment of this Heavenly manna« S. | 
Paul makes the preaching of the word 
one of the main hinges whereupon aut | 
Salvation depends ; Firſt, he Jays this! 
down for a groun1 (which he derives 
from the Propher Ioel. Whoſoever ſtal 
Call on the name of the Lord , ſhall be 
ſaved : And from thence he argues 
thus; How then jhall they- call on him, n 
whom they hav? not be/tzeved ? and how 
ſball they believe on him , of whom they 
have not heard ? and how ſhall they hea 


without a preacher ? and how ſhall they] 


preach , except they be ſent ? (that is) 
law- 


he 


of 


pt 
h- 


F 


' 


d, | 


z 


| 


of Spiritual Infatuation. 
lawſully and Ecclefiaſtica!ly ordained 
and appointed rhereunto. 


I13 


The Goſpel of Chriſt is the great Eph. Is 


power of God unto Salvation; The buſi- 
nefſe of our miniſtsy is nothing elſe bur 
a ſpiritual negeriation for your peace 
and atonement;and rhe word we preach, 


(when we (peak as we ought to ſpeak )) 


is 2 word of truth , wherein you cannot 
be deceived 3 in us vou may, in ir you 
cannot : It is a wo'd of Grace, not only 
Ortginaliter , as deſcending unto you 
fron the fountain of all Gracezbur Efe- 


| Aivea fruirfulwordzin begerting Grace 
| inthe heart: It is a word of promiſe; 


wherein you have the riches of Gods 
mercyY,like unto a cabinet of invaluable 


| jewels, laid open and preſer.ted fo your 


own choiſe and accepration z and it is a 


' wordof faithtoo 3 that helps you to 


an hand , whereby you are able ro lay 
hold on thoſe precious and ſon! ſaving 
promiſes: Ir is a word of Reconcilia- 
tion, when you are ar variance with 
God;when you have finned your ſelves 
our of his fayour and proreQion ; 2nd 
want an expedient to take up the aifie- 
rence. Iris a word of Salvation; when 
yo! are ready to ſink under the burden 
of your own puilr and deſpcrarion 3 Ir 
15a word of comfort and affurance of 
Gods fayour in the moſt ag" 
an 
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and ftormy weather of affliction ; 


expire, you ſhall then find it by exp Maj 
ricn*egto be a word of Eternal life. {his it 

So that as S Pau! reaſons in anorkgroo | 
cale,concerning the Law 3 'T hat though good 
the ſaw might be the Inſtrument of fa] peac 
and of Death , and Condemnation; ye ſtruc 
God forbid (faith he) thar 1 ſhoul{ Tom 
conclude any otherwiſe , bur thar th mit 
lzw js blameleſſe, and th: Commandmet him 
holy, and juſt, and good: fo, God forhil pee 
we lhould complain of the good wort wor 
of God, as of a killing letrer 3 becauk mec 
ſome hearrs are already Cead in net; are 
paſſes and fins. God forbid we ſhoull the! 
complain of the light of the ſun te} the 
cauſe ſome wens ſore eyes are off ſee: 
at its briphrncfſe and lufter, God forbid tt07 
we ſt. ould complain of the wholſon} con 
favour of this Celeſtial ſalr, becauk! ord 
fome mens wounds and pa!led Con me 
ſciences carnor endure the -ſharp and} cr) 
ſearching quality of ir. ye 

Bur as it fazed with the Chriſtians ij ing 
ſome perſecutions, when ever the Her] of: 
thens were oppreiled with any calami for 
ty, the genera! clamour an vogue & cre 
the people was preſently , Chriſtiana the 
ad Lronzs; i:wif with the Chriſtians i] Ig 
the Lyons 3 or » as it was the blind and} wh 

Bedlam 


of Spiritual TInfatuation, 
: {Bedlam clamour of the bewitched mn1- 
:edtirude at Weſtininſter, ro cry our for Tu- 
ice and Execution again{t his Sacred 
xpd Majeſty of incomparable memory zas if 
« {his innocent and pious life, which now 
tk4roo late they ſee, was nnCer the Divine 
et goodnefle , the life of the Kingdoms 
fn] peace and felicity 3 had been the ob- 
ye ſtruction of it. Soy is it very uſral with 
ld Tom fool y and Tom a Fedlam » being 
ths ſmitten or angred by anorher ; ro ſtrike 
n:8{ him that ſtands next to him , or like 
thil peeviſh and crazy par'ents , who arc 
'orf wont to cry out upon the phyfitian,and 
auk medicaments; becauſe tEey rhemſclves 
re are perverſe,and will not rake them; or 
uld their tomacks crude and corrupt , rhat 
» they can?or digeit rhem. 'T hus we have 


ſeen a wicked and adulterous Genera- 
bid tion,(from ſome error+ in ſore Biſhops ) 
ſon! conclude that excellent and Apoſtolique 
uk! order to be Antichriſtian. Thus we ſee 
on.} men daylie rave intheir mad firs » aad 
nd} cry our(with the prieſt and theleſuire,) 

ye ſee what comes of ſo mach preach- 


in] Ing 3 as if the errors and exorbirancies |. 


ex} of ſome preachers, con!d with any rea- 
ni} ſon or Tuſtice be faſined upon that Sa- 
6! cred ordinance of preaching. Certainlys 
zi there could be no religion left remain- 
ro] Ing in the world if the bare abuſe of 
nd} what is Sacred and Salubrious ſhould 
M take 
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take away the lawful uſe of ir;then 
we diſcard our Sacraments , as wel 
Sermons;and our B7ble,as well as bc 
tor theſe(God help us are daylie my lef 
abuſed by Hypocrites and profane hat 
ſons. Nozlet us ever blefſe God for thigf? ** 
and all ocher means of Grace and fir?” © 
cual advantage ; and let ir be our wif 
dom and care ro make ſuch uſe of then"? 
whilſt we have them, as rhat we neve he 
provoke him to deprive us of them; 8* 
how feverely ſoever the word of Gage 
or his miniſters may deal with us , goal! 
our deareſt fins 3 yer lex us ever givey®)” 
eldElys eſteem and entertainment,Goof ef 
is the word which the Lord hath ſpokg neſl 
though ir ſhould bring a Curſe upt the 
our ſelves or families: of x 

We are now in the next place, t Iſra 
look upon the different operation , an" 
efte& which tbe gvod word ofGod pri Ider 
ducerh in the hearts of inen. We rea | 
in Ezra 3. that whenthe lews returne{”P, 
from Babylon, by the favour and petj-” 
miftion of Cyr45, to build again tt _ 
Temp'e at Ierufalem 3 it is ſaid thi Fay 
wany of rhe ſtanders by , wept with _ 
loud voyee z when te foundation wi ; 
layd:and many ſpouted alond for joy-TN Bla 
at of Building was the ſame.and ro. 
perſons were all equally- concerned! : { 
itzas inthe reſtauration of their religion] * * 


he: 
ame 


of Spiritual Infataation, 
and yet ſee what contrary paſlions in 
heir extremities are derived from the 
zme objet. The Crucifhxion of our 
blefſed Seviour was fo fad a ſpectacle, 
"that the Sun in the Firmament ſeemed 
high cUrn aW2 from behol Qing it; and yer 
Mie obſervable, what a icange and diffe- 
wiczent Opecrarion this d:\mal obje& 
rought inthe minds of the two thievs. 
he onerayls on himaas if he had been 
a2 Ja murtherer : the other adoces and con- 
-\({efferh himre be the ſtrong God of his 
, Salvation. Ir was the ſaine body of 
veJayr thar was clcer and ferene in Go- 
5,a{ [h<nand condenſed into palpab'e dark- 
jnelſe over all the iand cf Egypr Ir was 
\rthe Tame bulk of water, that was a wall 
of prote&tion and preſervation unto the 
\ of /raelites 3 and a grave and Ceſtrudtion 
gunro the Egyptians. ir was te ſame 
pr Identical fire that warred Shadrach 
rea Meſbakand 45ednego , and that burnr 
up thoſe inſtruments of Cruelty thar 
caſt them into the fizrnace The Truth 
Jis, the preaching of r!:« v.0:d deth not 
pl nily hardengbur declire & difcover the 
1h | deſpiſers of rhote S.cred meſſages ro 
be a'ready hardned. For as it is the ſame 
Thi Blatfe that [Eews deiormiries » as well 
as good features ; the ſame re» chone, 
| that diſcernes the pure gold, from whar 
ion is falſe and counterteir;So it is che ſame 


and peir- 
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peircing ward of God that diſtingui. -; 
ſheth the ſound and ſincere chriſtigthe 
from the hollow , roien , and difſen{min 
bling bypocrites Herodias might hayfour 
pafſed all ker life long for an Ewinenſthe 
and glorious profetior of rhe ſaith, hatrage 
nor lobn th? Baptiſt declared her matithe) 
ching with Hered to be inceſtuous andmak 
abomina'>'e. The Scribes and Phariſees eys 
(whar w th their long prayers , andthe} 
what with rtlicir ſpecious pretences} our 
might have deyo'ired widows houſe him 
ro rhe wo3:'ds enil-had nor our Savio! the 
by his doctrine der« &ed rheic fine ſpun] fon, 
frauds an! Aitifices. We read Ac.13/and 
that imm -diarly atrer the preaching < 7263 
the wor 1 at antioo ; the lewes ſtirred} {pak 
ep the {-vour and honourable women] ther 
of that '2ce, ard raiſed perſecurion}a Ti 
againſt Yan] and! Barnabas,and expelled} ovn 
chem 01- of their Coaſt AR. 13. 50.) fro 
Ho'y? Pau! and Barnabas perſecuted,and} of 
expe!l-4{rn> eicy by devout and ho-| facr 
nourabic women?lt ſeems the viomen | 39: 
thoſe rimes were a3 urhappily buſie in| one 
medlins with Clergy matters, as they] 21l 1 
have b-en in Ours. ur ſure, it was not! 11 2 
hono 1:, wich leile !evotion) ro perle| hin 
cure and expel Chriſts own Ambaſa, Is th 
dours +139 * ad no other bufinefle with) fon, 
chem , more then ro n:ak+ tÞeir peace} £90c 
and r.concili-tion ith Gods [ail « 


And 


of Spiritual Infatuntion. Itg : 
wi. And therefore let no man wonder, if | 
ig the world raves and rayl ar us , and our 
-m{miniſtry 3 if they make every blor in 

aytour lives , every miſtake in our words, 

1endthe marter of their yirth, and an encou- 

hat ragement unto licentiouſneffe ; nay if 

nat4they Nander and traduce us , only tro 

andmake us vile and conremprible in the 

ſet eys of rhoſe we would preſerve from 

andthe botromletſe pic. He that was with- ' 
es) our the leaſt ſporor dehlement of fin in 
tes himſelf, yer when he came to reprove 
iow) the fins of the times, was called « Glut- 
pun] fon, a winebibber , a friend of Publicans FFI: 
13) and ſina2rs,4 Samaritan,a Divel,a Bel- cet & 
of zebub and Prince of the Divels. He that Lys 

red} ipake a3 never man ſpakes (his enemies 

en] themſelves being judges, ) had a Iudas, 

ionja Irayror y a Dive! riained up in his 

ledj own ichool and family. And he that 

50) from a poor fiſbermans was mace a fi/h-r 

and} of men; and thar thrive ſo well in char 

ho-| ſacred empioyirent that he gained 

10} 3900, fouls ro the Chriſtian fair ar AR.2.41 
+ in} One ſermon, and $290. at another; after ARt.4. 4+ 
ey] 411 his yainzz had his rbanks given Him 

not! 1:1 a threatning, and his Payment made 

ſe-| him in a priſon, A&-4. 3+ So that; as it d 
(| 15 the warmth and influence of rhe ſame 

3th) ſun, thar cheritheth and produceth rhe 

ace| g90d fruits of the Earch ; and at the 

lane time , hatcherh the Cockatrices 
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egos, and p: oducerh a generation of yi- 
pers 3 as it is the ſame ſun, that ar th 
ſame rim2, melts the wax and hardey; 
the clay : 5o the ſame holy ordinanc 
of preaching, way ar the ſame rime; be 
a coming together for the better untd 
ſome 3 and to orhers a coming topernee 
for the worſe, 'The ſame Sacramental 
bread ad wine , which is the (pirimnal! 
nouriſhment of one mzan 3 may te the: 
bane and poyſon of anothers foul ; and 
the ſam: good word of God , whichis 
ro one in2n, the favour of liſe unto life; 
may be into another.the ſavour of death 
unto death. | 

I knw this is Gurus ſermo; an hard 
ſaving ; and may {ſeem very Rrange to 
ſome m-ns appretenſ.00:.That the glo- 
rious |'sht of the Goſpel (inſtead of 


being ti: anedium of 1iuminetion)! 


ſhould hecome the faral iniirument of! 
the pro{icit datknetle ; and thoſe means) 
of grac- , which by rhe wiſdom and| 
goodrcic of God are appo.nred for! 
edihcarion 3 ſhould becem the means, 
of irr./3.rable rutne and ce{:ruttion; | 
and eÞcreicie in the third place, we are: 
toen j1.1e into rile pround and reaſon 
of (> itrange and ditirine an operar 
tion 47 i57n5 from the ſaucd oraclts: | 
Ic hath &un Ieid as a £:5und alrear | 
dy , that v/e cannot ( without apparent 
1n- 


of Spiritnal [ af ai 2Ation. 
injury and blaſphemy) impnre any 
noxious or @ticnfive quality tothe good 
word of God, 'ihefiulc 15 not inthe 
word.that's molt certain 3 if ir be any 
where, it m1 be inthe heareys. And 
muly,the Apoſt'e Paul does vary clears 
Iv ſer fe-rih the ground of this defrine 
2 Cor. 4-2» If our Goſpel be hid (faith 
he) it is Fid unto thoſe that are lj; In 
whom the God »f this world hath blind- 
et the minds of th m which b2l;cve nts 


left the light of the glorious Gefpel of 


Chriſt, who is the image of God, fhcuid 
ſhine unto them. And this the Apoltle 
knew by his own experience; for hav- 
ing preach'«! to a congregation in Rome 
from morning 1ntil evening, 1t 15 ſaid, 
that ſome belicued tht things that were 
ſprkenzand ſore believed them not, Ate 


- 28, 24, Ard therefore he there urg<rh 


this very texr of the prophes Iaiah, a- 
ea nſtche unte'tevers of his Congrega- 
on. ell ſpake the holyGhoſt Ly Tatar the 
Propher unto our fathers.fayine.Go unts 
this people and ja), Hearing ye ſhaithear, 
and ſhall net underſtand.%c. So that the 
reſuir is ro 1370;e bur this ; the wart cf 
faith excludes hearing; and the God of 
this world (being prepotlefledl of the 
Feat)exc!udes fa th. Whitthe God of 
this wor'd i£,S. Iohsn ret; us inc '-reſs 


term. Alf that js in the world the ſujls ; 
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ef the flefÞ, and thelufts of the eys, and! 
the prid: of lif?,is not of the father, but 
is of the world. And yy theGod of this 
world may be overcomhe re15 us allo, 
Whatſozver is born of God, evercometh 
the wor'd ani this is the vitiory that 
overcom?th the world, even ct r faith $0 
that if {a.th be predominant , the God 
of tis world is cxclnded 3 and tf the! 
Gol 07 inis world be preCominert in 
the ſoul: fiithzand all other ſaving gra 
ce: are excluded. 

1 have ſaid before,th: at corrvntion & 
acpravity in the p oples h-atts, hal 
very irequently an vnwholſom infu- 
ence upon the prophers rongues 3 tut 
ſuch isthe corruption an1 \Þet rverſne's 
of theſe rimes; thar were Moſes, and 
Sanmel.and Eijjah;and all the winerripo 


2 
propuets of God amor» ve£;they world 
NIE Wor foine mens ['-arts 1nt9 any 


reeforab! e obecdierce. WWiars there: 
fon? becanſe the Keats are alroady re 
I He? 4kereis mn UB AP C741 CU) CIOS 
works '» (vel ; and 1 uy $3:cchins 1 
Nth drinkon divcizand there 15 Yes 
r215,4 laficivi v4 uncle. n dive; & tinge 
15 reven®Caa 74g ing lominy Girl. theft 
ang M2HY Ore, eye then PUIlk {1:60 
of che tou! » Info:uch (har 1ihcre 15 rO 
room tor any Evanzel: C1 prieit; fo that 
v. culd you know therci on why our 

ſcrnons 


8 


ft 


0] " Sp; 418.1 Zi: frtration, I23 
ng} ſermons are dur ſor mon25, hard fa! irgs? 
but) iÞ1s from ara Cora » becatie Your 
high bears arc hard heart, 3 Tatum durun 
fl ef, quiequid imperatur invits. Every 
2h thing 1s hard and ſevere ro a wan thar 
hari Far no inclination ro obey 5 {uot ge- 
$} nera preceptoraniztot adverſaribrium.S0 
04} Niany pre-eprs as we find in the Deca- 
be! lopue ; fo many cneniles harh the car- 
in} nal and licentions liver- Such is the 
r3- power and prede:ninancy of deitberate 
and reſolved wit kednets, thar men had 
\&| rather deny the Goſpel 1t fe! f, th:n 
1d themſelves, and their own Ceſttutive 
luſts. Ma!unt execrart leger,uam einen* 
ur | dari mentem, they had rather the Law 
oft i ſeit were aboiiſhca & accurſed 3 then 
n4 |. Their 090 unpodly minds reformed; & 
38 | bear a {;FCa 7 hat:ed rothe clear com- 
14} man? of God, then to their own vile- 
ny nelle 3 [ hat Cu? anz:' is ps pic eſt 
22. | nec Molos.nzu Prophet ence uniis e more 
wo. | tis prod ſt 
Aor is ihisall the dam?ve or miſca= 
4 | nage, ThatozrP.cachirg is In vain 10 


76. | fach menand tbe pood feed lofiiecaute 
we the ftony ground will roc ther ir £9 
ef | take root; 1041 6 may 05 al} mil- 
Ga | Ciefs i:, 11:0 good Ic {+ "r1 the 
r0 ſtony IC PU FECUMS WORE Kuny 5 ROC 
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hardning;nat ſtones FO dl 171 wh "read | 
(as was once expetted trom vur Savi- | 
our) bur here is bread changed into 
Itcnes; the bread of life, and rhe food 
of rhe !0n!, charped into putrrefaCtion, 
and obdurateneiic of ſpirir.And now if 
any wan [hal ask megSir,l pray rtclolve 
me, what 45 you think 1s the reaſon 
why my heart 1s ſorefrattory and im- 
penetrable after the hearing of ſo many 
good ſern;ons:atter ſo many ſolemn ap» 
plications ro the means of grace, &c. 
Traly Sir, my an({wer muſt be, becauſe 
you have h:ard fo much, to (o little 
purpoſe.Every ſermon yon have heard, 


every convincement Jou have checkt | 


& repuiſed, is one b!o'y more upon the 
Anvil of your heart ; and rhe ofrner or 

rhe longer you have been inthe fur- 
race of affi&ion, without refinin [X and 
reforming rhe er:or of vour mind, the 
the more you are harcred ro yeur ovn 
defruction. And thar I Co nor ſpe:k 
this of my ſelf} (hall pive yon authort- 
ry for itz i thall make my inſtance :n 
thoſe Genti!s $ Paul ſresks of, Rom 1, 
who (certainly) were nor withour the 
knowledge of God, {or ir is fone v-21- 
Becauſe when they knew God, ther glort- 
fied him not as God but he by ;he truth of 
God in unrighteouſneſs, v.15. therefore 
God gav: them up unto uncleaneſ;,v. * 

an 


of Spiritual Infatuation. 125 
and even, as they did not like to retain 
Gad in their knowledge, ſo God gav2 
them over to a reprobate mind, v- 28. 
how far their mad was reprobate, we 
learn v+ u/t, Who knowing the judpe- 
menr of God (rhat they which cominir 
ſuch th ngs are worthy of death )ner on- 
Iv eo the iame, bur have pleature in 
them that do chem. The Scribes & ! ha- 
riſees had io great a prejudice agiint 
our Saviours doCtrine and ſuch a mali- 
cious hatred apainſt his perſon, & rh: 
growch of his Goſpel 3 that rhey reſol- 
ved beforehand.if any man ſhould con- 
felſe him ro be the Chriſt, he ſhould John 12, 
be put out of the Synagopue. And this *** 
they execute upon a poor mans who 
(being born blind) was guilty of no 0+ 
ther crime, bur of having theeys of his 
body,and of his mind, both opened to- 
geerher by a miracle. And fo far were 
they from Ecing converted by his gra- 
cious words and miracles ; that ti ey 
reſolve r5 put T.azarus to death (who 
had becn an inflance of his power and 
mercy )for no other reaion, but that bes 
cauſe 0i him,manst of the Jews went a+ 
way,& be!reved on lefuill cannor tina- 
fine Whar ſhovId be the reaſon that 
men are gion fo likeral-.cf tneir ex- 
commun*ications & ex2cutions both in 
England & Scorland,unlcfle it be npon 

H 3 {ome 


A Tre atiſe 
ſome Tr :ith principle, HOY" e they ei 


thicr * "Ti fy ? 4 ©3 = __ 13 $71 {ce their Own | 


blincr.cite an fed! Ct: 'Uils 

Of tc} 43 thee conlrieſs our Savi 
CUr fpC:.x5 160 2-39 -t r MG a;enTt am 
E ceme 126835; woridy lin they which 
[ce ror might ec 5 at ad 1] rey which {e, 
mich bo ae blink Liao is a firange 


Iricic of fomYer taller npon this agea' 


dee Nevp from the Lord (I fear) harh 
ſeized tho, 41:9 brag of nctiing more 
ten of fiange vifious an! revelations 
fomGot Anlmftjully;, for when 
mea are reſo; nll aſg.chant ro rebel a- 
gainlt the (ighr, as 10) prekiy lob 24. 
13.% with the Fhariſces and Lawyers, 
to reje& th2 counts] of God ; ag 
. them ve: 2 Liiks” « 20. Tr 57 0. «yith 
God to {cal [172 ther cysg! ar they (hall 
never receive the berefic of another 
COnyincencntto boy cown their backs 
alway that they ſhall never look up to 
heaven more, with any comforrable af 
ſurance of mercyz& ro make that word 
of hiszy. hich is a piercing worc', Civi- 
ding alunder berween the joyn's & mar- 
row,ro be a hardning word,makirg rhe 
bearr of flefji 25 h.rd & impenerrabic, 
as the&damant ir (clf,50 that ar voiold 
cen nice is in the Colpe! of Chriſt 3 
Cnc a hereof 1 I5 pr er and natvra! \.chat 
1:200 10; Ounk {ie C Way Qi | life and ia! , 
Vt. 
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v:tion, the other is unnatural and acci- 
dental 3 whici 13 ro be the occaſ.on of 
prearer | blindnefle & condemnation, by 
the wilfu!neffe % obKinacy of urbelie- 
vers. 1 his Vc ler TE the eod of this 


wor. qd can707 ef! er. ' the ha Qirs; and 
laares of at ar C\ 4 1 14 rity 5 what TH 


remytcr Cannor wee about by his fe- 
cret in'{i920:018 and ilinfions 3 nor 57- 
mon Mtz:ts ani Bits prophets. by cher 
ſpells ad {orcerteszis ar laſt complered 
by the projunt £ of an holy ordirance. 
This crires the nail ro the lead, and 
without a miracle of mercy, faſten; the 
obſtinate and obgdurate heater, ro his 
eternal {oft condition. | 
And therefore fome ſhort counſel and 
c2ution in a blifr;cifſe of fo much con- 
cernmentc:nnot be ihoughe ſaperiugus 
or unreceiſiry. 1 do nor know any ad- 
moriti'on ſo of en infited on Ly oi:r Sa- 
viour a5 this, He that hath eays t9 hear, 
let him hear Butkelide this general, r:vo 
cations we have from himin paiticn- 
lar concerning hezrins. The one Mat-qs 
24. Take heed what y2 hear ; I he o:her 
Luk 8.18.7 %e hred vow ye hear. Take 
heed what, tor the matter 3 Take heed 
hyw.ſor the roanner The heſt concerns 
my {cif as we'l as yov.arid aityid 7 of 
Clio fur. Rion. For if v e mil take heed 
what ye car, we maſt el.0 take heed 
H 4. what 


Whar ve preach. Bur this being bcfide 
my T ex, | ſhall no: inſti t npon it,only 
I fl:2't lay 
fall fot 
LarCS,ant 
miy Fe iut; 


ployny ts, 
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t he tha; 
tis Palpir) chat and 
'd —uninſited of vi hea!, 
,£ . 
etc) ro receive hi: em-| 
t 1103 the envious Ning Mens | | 
: he that ſhall | 
_—— OO. | 
4ira it LLuIcy rprn | 
z , L} t; | 
i(120107s nail cers 


ec:pate h's wors unto ihe fare 


rhoveh peitiaps lis perion may Le pie: 


{er 7 ve! 
For til. 


our hearingathree 


Cantiozs Fuga b 8 Aa wn re-inforce | 
and explain our Saviou!s cole! 3 Tat 


heed ho ye he. 


77. That 1:>Lake heed 


1.how Ye are prepar d before ye hear. 


2. How 


Ye are Cilpoſcd | 


when ye hear. 


3. How ye arc rc{o!ved and rctormed 


wher: ye hear- 


Firit, Row prepared. "he wort of 


God 15 compared to ſeed 3 
heart to cer 


will rel! 


and mans | 
now the "RT 
s mor? t9 the reap 


an 
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the corn 
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lic beſpake ihe men of Iucah and lern- 


of Spiritual Inftnation. 
{ilem from the Lord, ſaving , Breakup 
your fallow ground, ard ſow not amorg 
thorns; that 15343 He explains himſelt in 
the next verſe,Circunmaſe your ſelu?s to 
the Lord. dy take away the /oreshin from 
off your heart-\er.4+34 And uron this 
ground Iohn the BapiiV was tent ro 
prepare the way of the Lerdby preach: 
ing repentance and amencrrert of }ife, 
that i0 rhe people might be in a capa- 
city t6 receive the bereht of Evangeli- 
ca! prace Elihu telis u5z'when he expo- 
finlared a bufirelle with lob; three 
friend:, he had a certain matrer within 
him, which was [7/2 wine v.hich hath 
no vent, bur is rca.ly to burſt the ney 
bo r'es that contain It 3 andotr Savi- 
onr tels us for certainy hat if men tur 
new wine into 0!d bort'e*, they ft:2!! 
quickly haye an end of rh<&!r winegand 
the Lotrles to 3 for the vice will Le 
(pilied;:nd the Lowes will te marred. 
There are cc:tain ſealonings of grace, 
which are very necetlary t' a Chriſtian 
before the wine of Gods word be recei- 
ved incott:e ſoul. Two rhinjs eſpecially 
the hearr mui be fezſored wichal, 
Firſtyir mult be feaioned with hnmi- 
lity. We kave an exp:riment 1m 1 hy!c- 
ſophy, th:t from the bottom of a dep 
weil, a man may fee the ſtars ar noon 
dayzwh ch he that walks abroad inthe 
tl 5 Or « 
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0n- whence a. Chriitian 


may look into divire myſte; ies, is from 
the valley of hnmiity 3 namcl', irom 
an ku ble frnfe of his own wants, and 
an bumble cftcem of his beſt peiiorm- 
ances I awell in the high and holy places 
faith God Almighty, & ror only tha, 


but with im 


1:11 hat is of 4 contrite 


an: 7 bumbie li hirit ;, ty revive the prrit 


ef the hun 
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'r, Cr tho heart of the con- 


5".15-ihewortd is fo ful 
whai burwcoen 
vt no doGirine thot 
n0/cliv and Rrangereile) 


cjudice: Fat 


anc! Sales and] men reject a | 
GCOunethat makes anaink rhemfelys: 
tu is bitte ho; '& of any reaſorable 
preportion of frait ro te reaped from 
all our pains: v ar 'hough the preach» 
er bc rore of theo ea teh bbins; what 
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, Hen fairbſully Celiver'd) 
c cicer word of God does 
tour el {0quence) I ſaall 
'& 0 will nor _ al 

« ©/42 1115 point with $. 
£-t no man deceive hinm- 
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nothing yet a be cuoht to know. Them Pſa 28.9. 
that be meek » Ged w iReuide i in their 
iudgement; and ſach as are hunSiegtheim 
will he lzayn E-is way, 
Secondly.the heart muſt be ſeaſoned 
by prayer: Gods word is ſpiricual,& we 
Ie carnal;& where is (0 oreat 4 ditkance 
between thee two, that rhe carnal Cor 
natural) man, cannot diſcern the things \ Cor. 2. 
of the ſpirit. And we that ate (piritnal 15: 
hikermen, may al al aiebe, "_ catch 
nthing except Chritt be with us in th2 
ſhip. Faith (the gicar hing* whereon 
ovr ſa!varion corth fo much depend) is 
r,0t a i10*tr that grows in our Own par- 
den, We read of Lycn, that as Faul A&.15, 
preached.God opened hey heart.that ſhe 14. 
attended to the things that were {poken 
of Paul. God keeps rhe kev of every 
mans hear”, h OP ON! *th EN 119 man jout- REV+3-7. 
tthgy tt they 7 no m1 openeth Fut 
[ct 3;e r<!1] yegrt, rc 15100 tle of a Key, 
where the do & is faſt Lo'ted anc! berr 
vlin. 1 prone; hriff can «ner mo the 
ſout;2s he di fro the Aﬀembly of h's 
Cilcip/e; (the "rs Po ; ty he 
trey were af omoled jor jear of the Tews) 
Ir he ein force tho'k i10n Cores 6. Our 
hoart 2 at hizcv.n pica:ore. Pur we 
have fo aflrarc that he will Co all 
he can do, for Ovr hemcur and fati- 
latica- He could have commanded 
ſcones 


2, 


{uln =8., 5 
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foaes into bread, or he could have 


| Cl 

don: a miracle t-tore Hcrol, anl yer } 

we know he wou!a not. W at may be n 

expcaed from lm ve may cleariy un- 2 

der:tani fron har Texts Rev. 3.20, Þ 
Behold I ſt ind at the dove ad *a1cR: If F « 

any 11an hear m, V7 "2 .4N ! "pen the dere, t 

1 will com? in to him, and vi ts with c 
kim.an1 he with me. Chirilt will never 

exclude hinfelt, if we do wor exclnge 8 

him. An4 rherzforc;fince the way of man \ 

Ter, 10. #5 mt in h11ſ-.) ; and fince the prepara- 
20.: tions of th: þ 2art In man. are cleerl) | 
Proj. 16, and entirely fon the Lords what we © | 
I. cannot art4in wr t by hearing;lerns en- | 
aca, our td Fain by prayins. That as a | 


PE: a 1 candle to fnd the ſnuffers, 
an] then ſc:ntis the en hiey har ir may 

tri Clcater 3 that as my bady firſt 
Warms mv clit: an afreriwvaid my 
C1015. iieep warm my body; fo ler our 
prayers cort;ibure an adva tape to our 
I: 4 :n2and Crt Fearing unto our pray- 
RW} uit ict u3 10 prays that we may 
| 45 I;4 al: 'F.yaids [0 (£27915 t [147 We 


PV Pi2y ad Hyeard waik and fave 
Gur G2k intrath and | 'nceritysviuh rc- 
Ver CaCE an d {'C C y {4 I”, 


2. A: we init prepared teſor e, 0 


We 111'3 5 Meriiiny 42. ned vhen we 
hear. Toa: 16131 difpofition, there 15 


ſoxh:og it ve 6 Lied of, Leiore we \) 
cone 
nw” fs. - by . 5 
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of Sy'rinal Tit rtation, 
come ro he1r 3 and cndrt Ter willtel ye 
what #1; (naim*l: tlie | NP @ de all 
malice, and al! pit , ana d BY pecriſes, 
and envies-and evil ſpeiking, ritat 10 as 
new born babes ve may dere the 112+ 
ere milk of the word,that ye 1nay 4 row 
thereby. To tbe!s incorngruitics ant in” 
conſiltcences with religious Acaring: give 
me leave 0 remember ye of rhat wie* 


zyerence and fcandalous deporrment 


which 1s notoriguf:y viſthle in {ome 
men cven 1a the rime of Hearing; who 
by their irre:jgi0us glances, their whil- 
pering, comment; , an.d their impudent 
atiront; ro Chriſts Ambaſſadors, even in 
tie delivery of rh- Ir ſxcred mellepess: {0 
evidently d<clare, thar they Conor only 
ſecretly Lo!t the dores of their hearrs 
againſt the preaching of Gods word;bur 
thar they ſer up a B:!1 of dehance a- 
paint it, even in their conrtmnances I 
know 1 may be thong he by ſome to le 
tv (ſevere (if nor 1 elantick) in this 
particular 3 but publick ſcandals, wail 
have piktick repret.enfion;. Nor Co I 
pre its t1113,0UT Of ny &cſ:,nto aJvrance 
our eiteemn 3 but ro prevert VO if ruin. 
My Zzal an" Indioe n.t.on [il ever 
expreſs it oli Lora ways a5 Well aga'r it 
tole rhar give {candal cur of the pul - 
pit , as 3,7 Ji! nf noſe tet take {cancial 
and exce:: 2210! LW REIC NUR C10 En Aon 
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mult be periormed a{rer an holy man» 
n:r3 Cod 13 very jcalou: of tis honour, 
eſpecially in his Name and \Verſhip; 
And thong! hi; parience and lonp- 
ſunering be highiy provoked every day 
in other things; yet ia this he is quick- 
ly ſtirred up ro an exvrefiiou of anger; 
as appears by the tad hiſtories of vz- 
2.94m-6« >4h; the Bethſh:mit2s; Naded $ Abihu, 


7. the ſons of Aaron; and rhe 257.princes 
+ I-Sam*6- that or.ered incenſe, Nam. 15.God will 
19. be ſanftifed jn all thoſe that draw 


Lev-19-2 near unto him in his worſhip , and be- 
fore all the people will he be glorified: 
LEY-IC, 

Eccl.3 1. Andtherefore , keep thy foot, when 
thou poeſt to the houſe of Gai!(thar is) 
look carefully to thy afie&ions: fee thar 
thy heart be render, and diſpoſed arighr 
ro receive the impreſſions of Grares 
Two properties there are of a r*nder 
h-arr, 1.ir is a'ways fenſih}e; moved 
at What i: proporm{ed ont of the word 
of God, If any thing Le prepounded 
fri52 the promiſes of grace and mercy3a 
Tencer heart is pretently eniluredand 
warmed v 1th tie com!ort of it 1:ke the 
ict; of the ro d.ſcip!es 0:17 ſaviour 

| Luc, 2: orcri00% as they were going 10 E1.4::5, 


2. Jrany ting be propoun!ted from the 
'i kicataings of Gods {uſtice ; there 1s 
prc= 


eſt ludeniun eun ſacris z Holy duties 
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34 wane bo ſen of rerror in rh- render 


* { heart This icr1010r trem'-ling of feat) 
| whea it arifeth from an apprehenſ.on 
's of Gods anger an diſcounrenznce 3 15 
9 of grear eſtcem and accepration ia the 
p 


' ſighe of God. Heaven 15 my thiore In 65.1;- 
©: 1 (faith God) and carth my tocrtiool ur , 


tothis man wil 1 lcok(or have reſpe) * 
Þ exvento him thir 15 pOory, and ofa 


contrire {p'rit, ana thar tremblerh at 

my words And we read ci 004 King 

1 I:frah , that he received an aniwcr of 
peace fron Hu'lah the prozrerefſe up- 

on tis very grevnd. Becanſe thine 

s heart waz rencery and thou didit hum- 

ble thy fe': beioz2 Gol , when thou 
hearcelt h's words againſt this piace, 

) and againſi ric inhabirants rhercof, and 

| hamb'edit :hy {elf Leiore me. and didft 

rend thy clote5,&c. Thou fhall be ga- 
thered ro thy grave in peace y neither 

' fhallthicceeys fee all the eviithar [ 

1 will bring upon this place,4\Chron 344 

27. my heart fiandeti in av of rÞy 
word,faid he-thar was a man af:er Gods Pfſa'.11 5. 
x own heact in wv of thy word; becauſe Io, 
1 the worl of an omniicient Gol, ther 
knoweth evcr v {ocret cranny and creviſe 


c 7 = z _ 
of my {ou!.in aw of tky worc; kecaute 
r -y | 
the word of un OMA; Cont Goil,vho is 
. | abſt ima mcinent of rite , to blaita 
K ') thouſand worlds with the breath of his 
. dlſplez-' 
6 - m_ et eme, > hen : Fi wi _ — 
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diſpleaſure,In aw of thy word; becauſe 
the word Of a jufty and a (in-revenging 


GoJ 3 and in aivof thy word ; becauſe | 
thar word by which 1 muſt be judged at | 


the lat day. 

Secondly , A render heart, as it isa 
ſenfble; to iris alwaves a p'table and 
yeilding heart: Like wax , it may be 
moulger! uo any form , will receive 


_ 


any impreti:on-ir is {.1d of ome lewiſh | 


converts» that upon the hearing of Pe- 


rers ſermon, they were prickee 1! their | 


kearts,and they ſaid :o Verer,and to the * 


reſt of the Apoſtles; Mcnzand trcthreny 
what ſhall we do? They were ready to 
do any thing the Apoſtle; wonu'd ad- 
vife them for the recovery and preſer- 
varion of their own ſouls. And the firſt 
evidence we nave 0 S.Pau!s Conver: 
fon , was in his readineiſc ro be com- 
manded. Demine quid me vis facere! 
Lord;what wilt thou have m2 to dg? we 
ar th:n Audrtores idon2ty, candid, and 
Chriitan-like aud:tors; when the word 
of God hath a kind of operation on our 
ſo1!c5:yhen 17 work» ſuch a ready obe- 
dCiemce in Cui hearts, that we throw 
away thoſe arm: by v.hich we have 
retelled againſt our Lord and maker; 


ciſmantle the ſtrong holds which fn | 


hath made in us;when it ſubdues every 


raigning and rebe!l:ous luſt; and we are + 


cCon- 
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of Spiritual I;fituation. 
c-ntente{{ toreffone up cur felveszro be 
eorerned and regulated according to 
173 wiſdom and direction. 

Laitiyzwe muſt be vejor med, and well 
re elved after Hearing. Fiſt we mutt 
relolve to / We the weard,:s well as hear 
it; nct rccetve it in at one eargzand futicr 


itto p2ife 0:;r at the o:her 3 &, James fam-1, 


concemns fuch a ore, fer a very fruir- 2 
Icife an. nwortiny Heater 3 wl 0 comes 
to ihe wor » as to a looking glatle, 
v hacia he lets Þ1S ugly ſpers and de- 
formirss 3 bur 1mnediatily goirh away, 
and forgerieth v-hat manner of perfon 
le was. No the good feed in good 
ground 1s expoundec robe thoſe , who 
in an honeſt *nd poog hearts Paving 
heard the word, keep irzand bring forth 
fruit with patience. "Ly word have l 
hid within my heart , that | might nor 
fn againit thee, faith David} lat 11c 


11. Bc<ricr no He arins at a!l, ther no 15. 


retainins of what we kear ; : Hiben''um 
and Ten:ndum, To have an1 to hold , is 
the be: rirlce in the Jaw 3 2n4 ro Hear, 
and tO rerain 13 the beſt poflcii'n of 
the Goipe! 

Seco; ''v w2 mult reſolve to Apply 
the ward, Coils word Is a Rule,and his 
Church a ſp'ritual buil:ling 3 3 here 
can be no Build'ag or ſquaring with- 
our a Conſtant application of theRn!e; 
I 


Feel. I 2, 
I'l, 


from one ſhepherd, Not only as goadsyo 


A Tre. ttiſe 


I {ike nor thoſe ſcandalous and parti. 
cular applications;which Nrike at menz 
perions from rhe puipit (which fone 
unwiſe but Cer wake the preatelt pan 

of their i v{.nefies) or Saviour woull 
r,0T : {peak in — reve TENG 3 NO$ north} 
the Tra: tor Tus 5 1 cat the Treaſu 
amcng h1: t Diſcip rand [e:;t every man 
to er,quire iro him'el!, ro fink{ ont the 
Traytor, \hovyhn we av at n mans 
perion trom the Pup its Ver Wee mult 
ſevel at every nuns ns 5 and he that 
hads hiadelf 5 &1;'r> of rhoſ {ins ue 


preach apeinſt ; 11-a'i Faye mv leaveto[ 


concluce the preacher meant him. $4: 
lomon tells ts, The we of the wiſe, 
are 9s goads , and nals faſined by tht 
maſters of ajjemd'ics , which are givn 


prick n en orward unto Chriſtian du- 
ries;bur as nay/s a'fo to faſter, 1nd keep 
them whearerhey ſhould conrinue;nos, 
thovgh the driving of th* nayl belongs 
to 15, yer the clinchirg and faſtning oi 
the pay| c O'g3t9 Yo! x [ orant. that 
preaching wit! our Applications 15 ikea 
nayi withovt a pointzbrt when we have 
ſharpned and c1iven G 'r nav{ £5 the 


head , vet if ic be r.ot c!1gzched on vourt 


perr:,O'!r / coages 20g yo! FMicarirf) 
may be} ori1 in 1 ain 


a% 


Thirdly ,h6 wid rgfolves af to keep bri 


and * 


& 


. f eo 

of Spirittal I; f.i:nation, 
and Apply the word ;, fo in the [aft 
place, to obey It, Nec '0 play fa! and 
looſe with itzas we picalc; ro reſp: &t ir 
when it ſerves Our tnrns 54 and cg crolfe 
ityhon it croiferh us3hur to entertain IT 
always as Our fOvernutc and prices 
and to embrace it a3 our {weet fariiliar 


: Bi | 
friend; to make it a [anihorn into our P.a'el I 9« 
feet, anda light unto our | «ths 3 and to 105. 


vive it the tole ang entre cONuuk of 
oar ſeives and all our at.airs. \Ve ſays 
the meat is well ke:fowed on rtho'es 
thar not only ea'e ir with a good fto- 
- mack, bur ſvch as th;rive and encre: le 


in hea'th and ſtrength by Ic, l kerewe'e \*ath 1 
thar heard the word with joy (inte 21, 


—— of the fower) and Yer their 
eatt3 were n9 beater then ſlony.ground 
and tacir wihic wichttrd away ailcon 
as It was ipriirg vp. The beſt commens 
dation of our pain: at any rime , muſt 
be raken from your pr: Gife: A Sermon 
Is wel{ heard, when there follows ſome 
abatement of fin ; o-Nc improvement of 
Grace , ſome . increaſe of ſpiritual 
ſtrength and nonrifhment in the (oul. 
Such as are truly planted in the houſe 
of the Lord ; arc ſaid rt fiormifh and 

| ſpread like a Cedar in Lohanon 3 to * 
Lring forth Nill more fruir in mer of 
age » and ro be far and well likins, In 
brief, To 4Loneer much is piven.of 
them 
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ti:cm {hall much be required. God ex. 
p<cts our fruir ſhould be proportions 
blero rhe ſeed ſown » to his pains an{ 
Husbandry about us;zand if ir be nor (q; 
1 tremble ro think hoy unſarisfattor} 
our account w.1! be at the general At 
Uit-1 fhall cheretore conclude my coun: 
icl withihar of S. James ; Let ever 
man be ſwift to h::1t,/1;w to ſpeaks lon 
t9 wrath; let 0,5 lay apart all tilt hin? 
and ſuperfluity of naughtine;2 ; andre 
ceive with meenej/e the ingraſted 
word , which js able to ſav? our ſouls. 
And let us be Doers of the word, & mt 
Hearers only, deceiving our own ſelver, 
And thus havisg {lewed rhe natwy 
& degrees of ſpiritual 1:fatuationgope 
ther wi hits znſtrumzntal cauſes ; I an 
now to proceed to the Srgnes & Symp 
tomes of this dangerous dileafe. Phyſt 
trans lay.a difeale is moe then half 
red » when ir is cctia'n'y known. And 
ſure, of a!l &:her , thre cught robea 
particular caic {cd in the diſcovery of 
this 4iſcale;hecanſexhe perſons infedted 
with it;lave the let {ene of 1t- 
Our Saviour harh lens ſince foretoid 
what {ha!l b» the ſnes of his ſecond 


coming t2 \udceincnt 3 and they are let! 
down for our warning and iafrudion 
Mat«2 4. and Lnc.24. And we find him 
reproying the Phariſees and the Sad: 

ducer 


"0! 
(cr 
the 


of Spiritual Infatuation, I41 
duces, in that they con!d diſcover fair 
© or foul weather from the fice of rhe 
ar ſky ; but were not able to diſcern the 
» Times.As th 
th Ggns of thoſe Times. As there are Signa Mie 38 


Temporun 3 certain Signess beionging ro 

cerrain Times : ſo there are S7gna 5" 

Morborums certain S/gns, belonging to 

v2 certain Diſeaſes. The plague of Lepra- 

hw ſender the Law,was diſcerned by wo 
Stgnes; Namely, 7' the hayr within the 

plague were turned white; and the ſpot 

ſee were dzeper then th: Skin - Ir was evi- Lev.12.3 
dence enonph for the prieſt to conciude 

ita Lepreſie,& ro nrononnce the perſon 

ſo infetted,to be unciea.1.'The plagu? of 

peſtilence , (wherewith our land hath 

been fo ofren viſtred ) h-th certain ſnors, 

and (weliing*, whic!1 te comnon ne9- 

ple cali Gods mar\s, or 75:17 +1 which 

when the S2archers vere ve they pre» 

| {ently fle:r up rae 1109s & make 4 red 

And crcileyor writeLorda have mercy upon us 

upon the dre. Thuiz Roo: ihat ly 

concealer in the earthail che Winters 

Reg | Ve cafr v d:icerned 1n tne Spring by 

ſech Trours and ſucker; 25 ariſe {rom 

od thence. There 's a Root of bitterneſſ? m 

v.11 the falſe heart of man, which :+<++2h ir 

| Iv c'o/e & concea'ed from the ey of rhe 

nn, | W271d; ver there are cerrain {p:ont; and 

n | {p1ig>;tbat at ſave ſeaion or other ſhew 

14. \"hnemletves , from whence a man may 

ts) CON * 


Tr-tiſe 


eA 7 


conciulle , thar fuicl) a root there is nat 
far from rhcence. 1 th4!t think ir diſc 
very en0'1'/1 0n nv party ro fhew fy 
evidence is appears avove groundylea; 
ving every Ban to iook farther Intg 
himſe eif, ihen 15 pot ble for me to dd; 
ſince rhe power of diſcerning fp!rits is 
long fine- Cp: recl. 

So rh1:t, as many Lines are drawn 
from th: ine Center, and many poy:- 
fonous t'1-e:ls conc 19: make! upthe 
ſame ſpi {rs webs: forhis Bond of ini 
quity 1s : ct;a'n of divers I:nks, a Cord 
of diver rwiſts; and though the Divel 
appear 97 mm any voly , ſcrmidable 
ſhape; v Cit will benno hard matter (0 
diſcern ris track 0; kis claven foor all 
along tie p4in Ol Hiritual Infatuation 

The 6:8 6: rilence then n-yhicl I tal 
provu 2 4; a Sy 122rome of Infarnarion 
Is, T :© {rare ib 321ence and belief 
whic'1 is cry ord IL ©1VEr. tO 010 
rie'n on? antarnt Lyes ard Dew 
fionz, {or a. it is the policy of men 
(havi9; 15 Go with wil ard 1eiracol 
beat ) :0 wake it their ficlt care tb 
blia ! ©1-r 215, tFat by that means they 
may 7:20 1}:cir hearts, and |! rirg them 
to ih rt oil and lure 3 50 it 15 Tre po- 
licy +: chat pran' Art? 


NS: wa 


Tis * t: pj =o ive, 
frit. 1) c:5 a wi ( before, the eysd 
thoſ: te 1.214; ro abuſe with bs jug 
{ing 
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o frands 3 thaeſo he may carry them 
odwinkd to their o'vn deſtruction, 
Vas it not a firange Deluſion inthe 
| Iſraelites, after ſo long,and ſo remarka- 
tf ble experience of Gods viſible power 
6} and protedticn over them to miſtake a 
1s} Golden Calf,tor the Great Ichovah?To Plal.107, 
| change the glory of their inviſble and 20: 

ma] incorruptible Creator; into the fimilt> 

y-| tude of an Ox that carcth Graſſe? To 

he | Apoſiatize and fall away trom the true 

n-| God ; and to worſhip and fall down ro 

Id | the ſock of a tree ? and yet this is the 

vel | beſt account we have of that infaruated 

ble] people in the propher Ifaichs time) 

10 | whochus cowmplaineth cf them- Tley 

all] havenor knownznor un. {crſiood, for he 

zon | hath flor rieir ys 4 their they canror 

ſhal | fee; an their hearrs , tharthey cannor , 

ion | under fiande ind nore confidereth in his 3244 
Yief] heart, 10% ber is there knowiedee nor 33+ 19) 
ore | underftanding to fas 1 have burar mare <2 

Cu | 0: my Gol in the fre, I have baked 

men | tread pon rite cvals rFereof ; anc fhrall 

om [1 wake to rift ine thereo] an Alomie 

e tation 2 {hall 1 £6 down ro tht Bock 
they} 6ta treo? Bo fcelech of efhieta deceived 
them|Fear hath trred him afide 4 thar he 
» n0-| (arn3t cli ver his foillzror fav.is ther? 
iveh]n97 a it In wy right hand ? And from 
vs djh-vce , the Pſalm} makes rhe 1dol- 
mexeriand the 109!- wor fpinper, and the 


blacks fb- 


Pf, 
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Eloelsſh- 141 it (elf, to) be all of the 
ſame ſenſeicir.ciis and Rup'diry , thy 
have all es a!ive,and ſee not; ears, and 


make Idols are like unto them;and ſo ar: 
all ſuch us pit their truſt in them, 
Bad nat ihis charm of Infatuation a 
Nrange pwer upon the m ns of ihe 
Engliſh Nation » when that notorious 
cheat of King and Parliament began to 
comments; and walk the world with 
ſuch pen 'ral reception ard cnrertain- 


ment? a :{ di. nor the ju;,/ers of this | 


ape belie © as mich2 when men Cid net 
bluſh ro -ceach,and print; That the op: 
poſing tis Kings power, was the julteſ 
way of !-{-nding ic; Thar the fyring 


of Cano : a! hiz Royal perſen;was robe þ By 


underit ©! {or his Cetence and preſer- þ 
varion; "ar an Army was neccifary 
bring h m t0 his Farltaime::r » whente 
was th:;e Þ:ifore (as was pretenced) 
in his .cit ca uciry: and that an Army 
was 45 1.Coeiuary 20 keep lim from fis] 
Parita icrt;1vhen he wonld have bee 
there 5c; foratly forthe int farisfattion} 
cthi: cor co! And now thar n:cn have 
ſeen haw we'! ki; power ard his per 
ſoa hiih been C-iended; now ghar they 
hive teen the rnine cf Relipicn and 
pool ; avs in the rmurther of their 004 
yera "21a te Liberty of the {ubjeth 

re* 


of Spiritual Infatuation. 
relolved into the arbyrrarie pleaſure of 
the Son!dier ; is nor the celuſton as 
firong at this day as ever? Is not our 
Infatuzrion (rogerher with our miſe- 
ries) encreaſed almoſt into a miracle ? 
Is there any man almoſt, that for fear 


of himſelf, Garcs thus expottulate with 


himſelf, what have I been doing now 
theſe 5+ or 8. yeers? what contributions 
havel given to the preſent miſeries and 
confuſion of mv Nation 2 Gods Truth 
is till the ſame 3 bur is not my under- 


ſtanding ſtrangely changed from what 


it was 3 1s there nota ly in my right 
haniTo ſay there are none in this hopes 
ful way of recovery, were Curus ſermoy 
an hard ſaying, which I dare nor own : 


{ But yet let me te!l ye, the paucity of 


thole who own their errors as they 
fou!d be owned, thar is, with repen- 
tance and fariſta&ion.is enuvgh to pro- 
claim tO all the worid ; that the blind- 
nefſe 0* theſe tinies,is nor much unlike 


tothat 0! Sodom; atl,0\d and yorrgall Gen.18.4 


from evcry quarter «almoſt involved; 


| and for Ovehr | know, may teas nigh 


deftruion ro0, though rot by a jJudge- 
ment ſent immiediarel v- from heaven. 
And now | am ſpeaking of Infatuari- 
on; it may fall rnd a queſtion 3 whe- 
ther the r:oſt violent and virulent part 


"1 of the Erg!iſh Rete!s , Co at this day 
- I9F I 


eiſcern 


% 


145 


eA Treatiſe 


diſcern the error of their way,or not. 1 
I:now much may be ſaid on the affirma- 
riveand mol men believe, that how- 
ever they preren1 Gods cauſe, and the 
like, yet they have my a ſecrer click 
within themſelves for what rhey do. Bur 
I am clearly for the Negative, and | 
think I have Scripture grounds for my 
opin on- I ſhall ealily gran:, there was 
a time when they did ſee their error; 
though nov 1 believe they do nat. 
For men are no longer maſters of their 
own eyes, when once the hand of God 


bath cloſed them ; ſuch a3 rebel againſt whe 
the light of Gods word (knowing itt bi 
be fo) it is moſt juſt with God ro ob- JON 


tract rhe way of his truth, and to cloſe |! 


up their ſenſes for ever4leſt rhey ſhould 
ſee with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears.and be conv2rt, xc. 


And that this is not a private pueſſ |) 


of my own, vouched with as lirtk 
warrant, as chatity 3; vou ſhall her 
S. Paul ſpeak ro it. Now the ſpirit 
ſpeateth expreſly,that in the latter time 
ſome ſhall d:part from the faith, giving 
heed to ſeducins ſpirits, and dofrine 0 
divels ; ſp:aking 11:s in bypocriſte, hi- 
vinz their Conſciences ſeared with an 
hot iron. Where 'tis eaſe ro obſerve 


the 


ave 
nurj 


the mcrhod an? p:ogrelſe of Gods ju- 
Rice upon ſuch as do ſce, and _—_ 
Ir 


iccr 


et 
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Firlt, thy ſhall deparr from the fairth 


. twbich they have once profefſed. Se- 
. | condlyzthey ſaall give heed to ſeducing 


ſpirits,and doFrines of divels. Thirdly 
they ſhall ſpeak yes in hypoeriſie, ſpeak 
ſor rrurh what they know to be [yes 
there's the wilfulneſs of their fin ; and 
then ſo!lows (as a juſt reward) their 
conſciences ſhall be ſeared , and there's 


. [the irrecoverablenetſe of the judge- 


ment- And from the firength of this 


elufion ir comes ro paſſe, rhar men 


-04 {ſhall think they do God good ſervice, 
inf [when they ſhall murther his own Am- jp 1 6 .. 


rg [Þ*(adours , according to our Saviours 
oþ. 10#n prediftion.. So that as we read (in 


ofe 


nor 
uſt 


the hyſtory of Henry 7+ of rhar famons 
impoſtor Perkin IWarbeck, thar he co- 
lered rhe world ſo long by perſorating 
a King, that (from. his accuſtomed Ma- 
ſtick garb and deportment) he began 
at length ro believe himſelf ro be ſo in» 
ceed ; til} his high choughrs of him- 
ſelf, were confuted by rhe baſe ſervice 
of the Kings kirchin : And as it fares 
with ſome melancholy conſtitutions, 
who by dwelling over long upon their 


.|own thoughts and Phanrafmes,have be- 


lieved themſelves to be beaſts, and be- 


haved themſelves accorcingly ; fo the 
.Jourirg of a mans ſelf to ſpeak lies 


icerly in Fypocrifie,to promote impo- 
FF flurez 
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2 Theſ. ved, /or this cauſe God ſhail [en then 
2, 10,11, ſtrong deluſion, that th:y ſhould believa 


] 2+ 


A Treatiſe 
ſtare; iz the high way (at long nin: 
ning) to believe in carn2{ chat to be 1 
truth, Waich at-hrſt wis known 20 be 
bura lie For it is not enouvh that the 
intelle:t bz acquaime4l witch Divine 
Truth ; bur char the heart be warmg 
alio w.ch love of that truth 3 the war 
ot which, is rhe caule 0. the groiliſter 
ror and deceprion. Th's 1s cleared al- 
ſo by an exprel affert:on of the ſane 
Apoftle , Becauſe they received nit the 
lov? of th? truth, that thy might be (+ 


ly,that they af might be damned, wha be 
Hieved not the truth, but had pleaſure n 
unrighteouſmeſs. So tha: it rhele men « 
Whoin 1 ſpeaks have advenrared nm 
ſo bold a fin, as to hold the truth of Gil 
mn unrighteouſn?ſs ; that is;by their own 
phari.aical malice and per verinels.hare 
manacled and chained up Godsrun 
rom having any domin on ovcr ther 
ſelves or adti-n+; if their eys hive beet 
fhxe4 more 7 in the {poyl and adrar 
rape that mn pht be gain | by a warthes 
upon any tte Evangelical grounds 
commencing a war; if ihe'r hearts hare 
teen pre-reſo!ved 19 exprnge or abut 
any Tex: of Scriprure that m g/1? itand 
in their way; and ro :11priivn any *pre: 
phet thar ſhall ſeaſonavly _ | 

tne: 


*% 


2r8: 
nill 
he 


of Spiritual Inſatiation, 


| them of the error of ir(al » hich I ſpeak 


by way of ſuppofine,leaving the wor!d 
ro dere! mine of the trurh of my ſupge- 


ions) I ſays it is no wonder at all, if 


theſe n'en (having forfeited the terehr 
of al the fair warnings & convincemrents 
they have had,.-by their wilfulneffe and 
obſtinacy ) at this rime of day, miſiake 
darkneſs for lieht,Belial for Chrijt, an4 
their own whimſeys & deluſ.ons,for the 

ſecrer inipication of the holy Ghoſt, 
Bur leavirg theſe men(with the So- 
domir-s) ro prope at nocn day. and ro 
refe@ a little on our ſelves in this par- 
ticular 1 conld wilh the ſtrorg deſufions 
] ſpeak of, welt only on the other fide 
the falt water ; I do rot intend to med- 
di'e with ovr Corncels, and publike 
Tranſactions (which by many men are 
tFovght ro ſavour ſomthing of infarva- 
tion) 1 ſhall ever pray for Gods bleſ- 
ng upon then;, bur otherwiſe under- 
Rand them to be beth withour.% above 
the ſphere of my profefiion. Bur let us 
refe& tpon our ſe ves,as we are chrifti- 
ans,and upon our converſarions,as they 
are expoſed ro every ey+ls not the world 
frargely cheared and abuſed by falſe 
oe when /ight is ſo ordinarily pur 
or darkneſ;, and darkneſs for light ?! 
Good for evil , and evil for good ? 
When that which is highly efteewed 
I 3 among 
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amona mens an abomination in the ſigh 
of God; and that which is moſt viley 
abcminab!le in the fight of God\is me 
acceptable 8& plauf.ble in the «fceme 
men; To give you an inſtance or wn, 

The muither of A4b5:! by Cainhi 
troiker, was an act (© foul and horrid 
tizat God thought fir ro puniſh it im 
diately,with no lefs then an hell ofha 
ror and rrembling- An4 to prevent 
imitarion & inſcion of fo ſou! a crine 
a law was pre'ent y enatted, Gen. 96 
Why ſo ſhedleth mans blood by man ſh1 
his bloo.l be ſh:d, and the reaſon is ther 
added, /or in the image of God mad: þ 
man The ſhedding of innocent blood! 
Manaflzs, was a fin that the Scriprir 
aeclares God won!d nor parcon. A 
yer the Divel hath pur {ſo fair aglo 
up9n this foul ſf:inzrha*: the world ple 
a necefiiry that this ſcarlet fin be » 
with the Bufti coat; and that man tht! 
not prercſol ved to chaleape rhe held 
there attempt the burchering of hi 
Chriſtian brorhergand perhaps4his | 
friend (and in that ſtab at God him 
in his own image) upen the leaſt dr 
ken or paflionate provecation, 1s nd 
thought f.t to affociate with any gent 
man- Thus by verrue of a wild notiot 
honour (which 1s no more hcnour the 
the mire in the ſtreets is gold) we 


-7 
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are ſent away many rimes to Gods Tri- 
bunal of Juftice-with their blood abcurt 
their ears,and all their murtherous in- 
rendments in their hearts, without the 
allowance of cne hours time to make up 
their accounts with God Thus are men 
hurried away to their erernal ruine, by 
the power of a ſtrorg Yein!on, without 
ever conf:dering or expoſtulating with 
themſelves. Have not I pur my ſelf out 
of the prorettion of my heavenly fa- 
ther ? have norl pur my ſelf irto the 
pofſefiton of rhe divel? Am I nor going 
atout a moſt deſperate and horrid em- 
ployment ? am I able to pray, or be- 
lieve, or perform any a of Chriſtian 
duty,as becoms a Chriſtian ? Is there 
not a ly in my right hand? So that ac- 
cording to this wild princip'e of ho- 
nour, Thar man muſt lie vrder the 
brand of a Coward, that will not be 
damned for company 3 or at leaſt, that 
will rot run a deſpararc hazard to dare 
his own damnation. 

Apain,The Treaſon cf Judas was fo 
deſrerare and atominablegthar the trai- 
tor himſeif was thovrghr f.r ro be his 
own Execut'oner 3 and without rrou- 
bling eithcr Judge or Jury, or witneſs 
in his condemnation-Iadas conveys him 
ſelf ro his own place, AC, 1.25-and yer 
this Trayror Divel is now grown fo 

L 4 plauſible 


” 
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plauſible hoth in the Court,and in thy 
Camp, that a man is thought a weak 
braind ſoo!, that hach not ſo much o 
Judas in him, as ro berray his Lo 
end M:z*%er. Quid dabitis, Co eg te 
dam? what will ye give me,and I will 
beray a Fort, a Gariſon, an Army int 
your hends ? may well be the motto of 
this falſe age, for irs foul Treaſons and 
Confpiracies,Nay fo firong is the delu 
t10n grown, tharwe begin ro difclaim 
the + cry principles of Religion, Fuſtice, 
and Honour ; and think thoſe prophets 
[:ttle lefle then mad men, rHar would 
told usto thoſe ſafezeafie,and unerring 
rulesz as if we were poſT: fed with that 
profane zn1 deſpcrare ſpirit of Fehoran 
the ſon of Ahab, who (in the extremity 
of ſtege & famine )rejeGted rhe Lordyand 
t};c counſe! of his prophet;laying behold 
this evil is of the Lord, what fhou'd 1 
wait for the Lerd any lonerr ? 2 Kin, 

To come yet cloſer i:nr9 our (elves, 
Have we not rcalon to iu. pet we are 
under the powet of an infatuation, « 
deluf:on, when rhoſe firs wh:.ch ar hilt 
we commitred not withone freat rrem- 
bling and h rror, are now by cuſtore 
and acquainrance, g: ow fo: p aufibie 
and fawiiiar, thr we can hog them in 
our boiom+.an4 ly down upon our pil- 
lows,withour the !eaſt difurbance arr 
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ſing from the thought of them? is there 
not zn apparent witchcraft in rhe plca- 
ſures of finz when our very judgements 
becom? changed and perverted, by the 
vileneſs and looſneſs of our atieftions $ 
an! norv:ihſtanding ail the curſes and 
threatzings of Gods werd, denounced 
againſt our be'oved fins,yer we can bleſs 
our ſelv2s in onr own apprehenſtons, 
and ſay-we ſhall have peace. though we 
walk on in the imaginations of our own 
deluded ipirits? 1s it not a ſtrange va- Deurt. 29. 
nity of mind, to believe that God will 19, 
un-God him:elf, and lay afide that g'o- 
rious attribure of his 7uſtice (which is 
eſſential ro his narure) ro indu!ge and 
comoly with vs in our f.nfal erormi- 
ties? I will nop rafhly or ſev: rely con- 
clude of any mans condition fhall rar 
ther entrear you all ro be your on pri- 
vate con-<tiors, and atk your ſelves, 
whather rheie, and ſuch like per (waſt- 
ons are nor lodged in your bo oms. 
What? may I netbe Chriſtian e.icuph 
with ſome fey fecret Fri rete: ved? or,ts 
there not rime enough hereafrer ro !ay 
them ade, when the /ujls of the floſh, 
the luſts of the eys,and the pride of lite 
Have had (heir (eaiona}!e lartisiatii ons; 
muſt 1] account with God for tl ofe 
oaths thar ſ\!p from me unawaresas in- 
ſenf;bly as my kreath patſcch ſrom me ? 

a9 or 
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or for that deliberate Periurie, withon 
which I cannot ſave my Eſtate,myWife, 
and children from extreme miſery? ſhall 
I deprive my (e!f of the benefit of my 
Saviours dearh 3 for living a litle, or a 
licle longer ro my (elf 2 To my proud, | 
envious , and ambitious felf ; To my 
vains ſenſual, and virious ſelf? [amna 
ſor wicked z and debauchedz as many 
o:hers 3 and there are many that paſle 
for eminent, and wiſe nien , that are az 
wicked as my ſelf. TheſcI rake; to be 
the pleaſing dreams , and deluſions of 
our Corrupt and {educed hearts. 

In anſwer wh-re-unto,you mult know; 
that rhe Generality of iniquity,dorh ncr 
leſſen,or abate the guilt of ir. Leprofee, 
is not leſſe Leprofie » becauſe it hath | 
overſpred the who'e body, nor is the 
Peſti!ence of leſſe dangerzand infeftion; 
becauſe every houſe in the ſtrer is infe- 
Aacd w thir Theſe thoughts, iſchey 
were fearclicd ro.the bortom(I telieve,) 
would be fonnd io ariſe from no lee 
then ſeerer Arheiſme. And if men wou'd 
ſ>eak our 3 their language would differ 
Iit'e from him that ſaid, Tuſh,God hath 
Jorgatten 1 ine iniquity, he hid?th awa), | 
his face , and wil! never ſee it» For 
men Prerend r.ever ſo much. ro faith,% 
a good conſcience; wNilft their works are 
opera tentbrarumahe works of darknel:, 
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I cannot believe they do ſeriouſly de- 
ſire ro be acquainted with the light;and 
whilſt mens converſarions are fo 4the- 
iſtical & Divelliſh, 1 cannot think they 
believe. either the 1uſtice of God, or the 
truth of his word,or the vileneſs of their 
fins, or the immertality of their ſou!s. 
They are certainly under the power of 
ſome ſtrong deluſion. And this I take to 
be one ſymprom of irfatuarion; for the 
min4:o be bewirched with blindneſs & 
error. And if the light that is in us, is 
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darkn?ſs,0h hew great is that darkneſs ? 23. 


A lecond ſym; rom of Infatuation, 1 
take ro be a bo'd and daring kind of 
impudence in firnirg, v hen men care 
neither what they do,nor before wt.om 
when there is not only a want of fight 
in the underſtanding to look upon fin in 
its uply nature and complex1ion,a want 
of ſcorrow in the heart, to grieve for it 3 
bur a want of ſhame in the facezto bluth 
for ir. I joyn both theſe roger her, be- 
cauſe an unrelenting beart, and a bra- 
zen brow, impudenc? and 7Tpenitence 


are birds of the ſame hatch and *caiker- 


i find bcth charg'd vpon the houſe of 


I'rze!;by rFe Tropher Ezeckie!, «Al the Ezck. 3. 
houſe of Iſrael are impudent and hard- 3.7. 


hearted We read Nnm-$ of a water Of 
a very ſtrange, bur certain operation. !n 
thole times ir was 'n the power of the 

jca!0ys3 
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hir-ban4, ro bring his w-:fe to a certain 
rya's 4hether ſhe had abuſed his beg, 
& tranſ_refſ:4 thc covenanc of her G4 
by adu 'tery,or nat-1 he manner thuahe 
ſummon 4 hs wife before the Prizſt, & 
there compel!ed her to drink of a bitter 
water hich if the were guilrletſeypro- 
duced no 11! eifect ar a!l, bur was the 
occaſion of ir..irfulnes (which was ever 
thought a preat honour to rhar Sex )bur 
if g1iſty of char foul fin of Aqul- 
tery,then ir would certa nly mike her 
thigh ro ro an. her be\ly to (we!l, and 
that woman became a proverb, and a 
curſe unto her peop!e- 

It w's the ſaine water, how came it 
thento have ſuc!: a different operation? 
certainlvy e was rot from the warergbut 
from the guilt and delinquency of the 
woman; wherein I donot fo much ad- 
mir? the fou! neſs 0: her hnzas the bold- 
nels of her eftinacs z who cnowing the 
dreatlful cre thar would Certainly fol- 
lo y that bi'rer porionsather ethen con- 
ets her grit'tzw onlJ ſtand ont 19 a pub» 
like and pro:uviTed defiance of Gods ju- 
ftic2 It i:no cther:vite with bold an1 
r:!racory ſ.nners z who (thongh they 
h-ar the curſes of God denzunced as 
fa.nit their dear? ff ns) 10 yer ſtand ont 
in a1 open eifrnce of rhetr Lond * and 
Makers making ercry (ermon they heat 
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a witncfle unto their rebellion and a feal 
unto thei: C0::demnationsSo that how, - 
ever nen may. carry their courtcenances 
in the Sanctuary of God, w th ſuch a 
ſmoorh contidence 3 as if thev were no 
way conce ne.| in thoſe accuried f.ns 
wo pre:ch againſt; yer God know: ad 
we know,ant we rremblc ro think, har 
ſecrer Operat:on our deſpiſed metla"es 
have upon their bold and refratiory 
ſpirirs.'l here were many to 1 atomina- 
tions Commirred in 1{rael in the time of 
the Prophet Jeremy 3 and yet behold 
with whar wpndence they carried wa 
themſelves in a! their wickednefle Were 
they aſhamed when they bad Commutted 
abomination ? nay , they were not at all 
aſhamed.neither could the; bluſh ; \er.6. 
15. Bur inſtead of Eluſhingytee how they 
beh-ve them'elves in the next chapter; 
They Rtoley hey murthered, they Come 
mitred Adulrery, they (ware fall'y.they 
burned incenſ: unto Baal , they walked 
after 0:her Go7s,whom cHey knevy nor, 
and yer (norwirhſanding all this) rhey 
came.and ſtood before God,in his hun'ie LO, 
which was calicd by his name 3 {, and , 
ſaid roogzthat rh2y were delivercd ro Co 4 
all rheſe abominations. Bur fee the 
doom of his infarrared people 3 they 
had finned themſelves fo fur our of 
God: fa our3;huc the Prophet is inhib1- | 
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/ Ter.7+15, ted ſo much as to pray for them. There 


Lnc.-22. 
48. 


fore pray nor thou for this peeple, 
neither lifr up a cry , nor prayer fa 
them , neither make iatercefiion ro me, 
for | will not hear thee. 

It was a foul apgravation of Judy 
Iſcariots treaſon,in that he had the ins 
pudence to come before his maſter and 
kifle him,zwhen he meant to berray hia, 
Whar Judas ? betrayeftthou the (on of 
man with a kiffe ? Is it not wickednefe 
cnough, thar frem a diſciple thou pro- 
veit a Traytor ; a Traytor ro methy 
maſter;Thy maſter whom thou knowell 
ro be innocent ; a maſter, whom thou 
knoweſt not to be ignorant of-chis baſe 
conſpiracy 3 bur muſt all this wicked- 
ncfſe be diſguiſed amoris prignore ? mult 
the ſeal of Love be made th- fignald 
thy Treaſon ? berrayeſt thou rhe ſen of 
man with a kifſe ? Was it not wicked 
nefſe enough in ſubje&s to betray and 
falſify the Truſt r epoſed in them, wha 
they were called ro the grear Counce 
of England, and from Councellors., © 
grow up ro be contronlers 3 To pale 
cure with Tongues, and penns , and Ar 
mies, their Roal Lord and maſter : To 
ſtrip him of his eſture , and the near 
comforts of his life ; To impriſon at 
raipn,condemn, and execure the beſt 0l 
mortal Monarckes , before his om 
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Royal pallace? Bur maſt all chis be dore 
under a prerence of I.ſtic: , and Laws 
and the generai good of the Kingoom? 
Certain!ly,This was ſuch a tranſcendent 


"piece of impudence, as fills the world 


with amazement 3 and (which I fear) 
will never find the way to repentance- 
And for this,and the like bold vilanies 
and inſo!encies 3 I know not whether 1 
ſhall call the preſert; The iron-hearred 
or the Brazen forcheaded Generation: 
for certain!y zal rhe bold vilanies which 
have been ae ({:nce the world began) 
(even among the moſt barbarous and 
ſavage kind of peop'e) may be thought 
bur petty- Lareenyes , coinpared with 
what this Age hath produced within 
our own Naricn. And now, with whar 
confidence do theſe men triumph in the 
chains and ſnares , they have made for 
their own unwary ſou!s ? How dothey 
brave it upon thoſe ſlippery piraces 
of advaritage , which the macnefle of 
the people, the caſua'ties of war , and 
their own baſe | ribery and Corruption 


have fer them2with what Impudence co . 


they addretſe rhemſei'ves ro forrain 
Princes,and Stat?s?how do they threa- 
ren if they arc nog aflified? as if all the 
world were obliged ro frike fayl ra 
their preſent power; Or, as if chev were 
maſters of the whole wcrid in their cun 
Wmapinationss In 
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In 1 King, 20. we have a remarka- 

ble ttory of Benhadad Kine of Syria ; 

who (being ifred np with rhethoughts 

of h's own power » ant 4ha5s weak- 

n-il.-) ends a peremprocy meff:- - ro the 

King *} Ifrazl, fav vg T'y jt:ver, and ( 

thy gold is wine; thy wives alj9, and thy 

children , even the gooditejt » are mine. 

Verl. 3- And un !erftanding bv hiz tervants rhat 

V Ahab waz conten« to pay h m this He- 
cr(.6- : RY 

mage;He ſends a fecond m-fuge-laying; 

I will ſend my ſervant» unto tree ro 

morrow about this rime; and they thall 

ſcarch rhine hone , and the hou'es of 

thy (ervints; and it ſhal! be, :hat what- 

ſocver is pleaſant in thine eys,they lhal 

pur it in their hands and take it away. 

(Thar is + in ſhorr) they muſi be ad- 

mitrecl, ro core into the City , and 

plunder whar thev plea'ed ro lay ther 

hands on. Benhadad being refed in 

Keel. 20. this unreaſonabie demand , breaks our 

into a rage,laying, The Gols do fo nnto 

me, and more alio, if the Cuſt of Sama» 

ria ſha!l ſuthce for h.:ndfuls, for all the 

people thar follow me Well (faith 

Ahab) la not him that girdeth on his 


| 
-| 
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Verl. 11- 


harneile , boaſt himſelf as he that put- 
teth ir off. The marter cores to be dif- 
puted by the (word, where 13 ty bat 
rel; the King of Syria is worſted , and 
reduced to {0 low a condiricn 3 thar he 

ſends | 
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i* ( {ends his ſervants urto Ahab with 
$1 » expriefiey rs their tovn: , and ropes Verſ.32+ 
ts . | atour their necks, to Lep for life. I have 
k= | produced this ſtory, only for the refle- 
| Rion it hath upon th« Evldnetle of 
theſe Times z in impoſing upon Kings 
by | according ro their preſcer exrremitiesz 
And although I do nor expe thar any 
at | fuccefſe whatſoever ſhall! ever bring 
* | theKings enemies ro him upontheic _ 
8 | knees, With ropes about their necks; 
tO | andthough I dare nor (as a Prophet) 
ll | f:retel the ifſues of war: Yetl look 
of upon the Boldnefſe, and Tyranny of 
I- |. choſe ar Weſtminſterzzs more then pro» 
al | hab'e rreparatives to the fall of their 
Y-. | power, The wings by which they have 
d- | fownto this heighr, I rake to te unna-* 
nd tura!,like thoſe of Icarus;Thetir moticn 
1 | foviotent and unſteddy, that their fall, 
n | whenere *r comes (1 believe will be as 
ut | ſuddengas irrecoverat'e. 
ro And I am the r-rher induced ro be- 
a" | lieve the pretent power and greatnelle 
he | of thele men nor to te org lived 5 be- 
'h '| cauſe of their great Bo'dneile in profa- 
MW | ning Gods holy ord:nance>; leg: ning 
- | at Gods houſe every day with picach- 
| Ing and Praying, that io they may with 
It” | the better colour and ciſpniſey Rare ard 
nd _ conclude rheir Thefts, and Murth: rs, & 
he | prrjiveies throughour the Kingdom : 
| Nay 
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Nay,they do nor ſtick to ſay tooy inex- 
preffe rerms:that rhey are delivered and 
proſpered to do all their ahominarions, 
Certaini7,if our 'n+. do nor perperually 
obſtru@ rhe way of Gods luttice, he is 
hi:hly concern:d in honour , to rut a 
hook in the noftrils, and a bridle in the 
mourh of theſe impudent ſinners 3 that 
al! the world may know , that the rape 
and ficrcenefſe of man, ſhall turn ro his 
own praiſe? That the Hope of the Hy: 
pocri're ſhall pafſe away like a puff of 
breath; and all his fineſpnn confiden- 
ce3, ſhall be but I 'ke a ſpiders web be- 
fore the beſo of defruftion.And rruly 
I know not in what larguape to ex- 
prefſe this daring wickedneffe, unlefſe 
I ſhall call ir profeſſed Atheiſire ; ner 
where to finda parallel unto this 4: 
theiſme, unleffe ir be Plal.50.21.There 
God expoliulates with ſome, who con» 
cluded from his patience and long ſut- 
fering , that he waseven a5 wicked a 
themſeives ; or themlves as juſt ard 
upright as himſe!f, Theſe things haſl 
thou done (faith God) and 1 kept fr 
Hence; and thou thoughteſt that I was al 
together ſuch a ore as thy ſelf; bur I will 
reproov? thee , end ſt in order before 
thine eys the things that thou haſt dene- 
Conſider this all ye that forget G od: left 
he tear you in pieces,and there be __ 

lis 
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deliver you 3 Conſider this, all ye that 
(nnder gaudy prerenſes) flatter your 
ſelves in your own wickedneſſe , until 
your abominable ſin be found out , Con» 
fider whether you are brovght (at long 
rurning even to down-rig hr Atheiſme; 
not only ro deny, or dizteliere the Iu- 
ſlice of God 3 bur Lis Tnrity and Foli- 
neffe ; and to conclute kim ro be like 
one of the Heathen Gods, or (which is 
worſe) ro be as unclean and filthy as 
your ſelves Nor 1s it any fgrear wonder, 
thar men (having atted all their Hold 
wickednefle againſt Geds Ancy ted.) 
if a: laſt they appear in Blaſphemy & 
defiance ofGod himſelf And this I rake 
to be ar orher Symprom of Infatuaticn, 
when the ſoul hath frred *r (+{f our of 
the ſhame and bluſhes a hich be'ongs to 
notor!ons f1ns\ 

A Third ſymptom of Infaruarion- ic, 
when the mind of man is unconnſe' ia- 
ble; Whena ran is wilfully and in» 


corripibly reſolved ro walk contrary Lev. 26+. 


unto God ; nor only when a tan is not 
reformed ; but when he hates to be re 


formed. It is ſaid of Ahab) that he ſod 77+. 
himſelf ro work wickedrefle in the fight 1 Kg: 
of the Lord. Thar is, his heart was ſo 21» 20» 


ſetupon it, that he rakes E/:;a/ for his 
enemysfor no ocher reaſon, bur becauſe 
he would repiove him for his wicked- 

nefſe; 
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nefſe;and hates Micajah , ſor no other 
reaion, bur becauſe he knew he would 
ſpeak 'Tiuth- This incorrigibleneffe 
of wind wa: ſo hainons and intolerable 
uncer the Lav of Z{-ſes,that ir was pu- 
niſned with deathzas appears Dcurt. 21, 
18. If a man hace a ſtubborn and r:- 
Leilious ſon', which will ror obey the 
voice of his Father, and Vorher ; and 
when they have chaſtned him, will not 
hearken unto them ; then ſhall his Fa- 
ther agd Mo:her lay ho'd on him, and 
bring him unto the Elders of his City, 
and urto the gate of his p'ace;zand they 
ſhall ſay unro the Eldcrs of lis City, 
this our ſon is ſtubLornzand rbellious; 
he will nor otey our voice : he isa 
glurrons and a drunkard. Then a!l the 
men 0i the < ity thall ſtone him with 
ſtoreszthar he dv,&c He was not ſtoned 
for his Glutt ny and &erunkenneſle 
(which might be thought bur petty ve- 
nial C.ns, coinpared with the licentioul- 
neile of rheſe r:m.s) bur {or his incor- 
rigibleneff:, in that he would nor he re 
claimed. And inJced, It is not always 
the greatneflc of the ſin,bur che w.lful- 
ncſ\'e of the {.nrer that aggravates the 
crimezand expoſerh a mail rv the ſevere 
wrath of GoJ. We read of one that 
was ficr.e\! ro death by Gods own im- 
mediate determination, cnly for gathe- 
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rinzga few ſlicks on the Sabbath day. 
What might be the reaſon of ſo much 
ſeverity ro vard ſo flight a tranſgreffion? 
Jt was,becauie God had preciſely com- 
manded,:hat n» man ſhruld go out 9! his 
place on the ſev2nth day. An4 rhere.ore 
whether the rranfarefiion were great or 
ſmall; the law of choſe timz3 was. That 
the ſou! that a1 nught preſurnptauoudly, 
whether h: were born in the land , or « 
ftranzer 3 the ſane reproched the Lord: 
and that ſou! was to be cut off from his 
peop/2, a 4ppra"$4Num, 15.30 

[his { ra;;e ro be rhe only erueEvan- 
gelical proun4 of Excommunication and 
Cenſure 3 as appears by thoſe inftru- 
ions, g1ven by aur Saviour Mar. 18. 
If ty brother (hall ma'.2 « trejpaje, go 
md t-!f hin bis ault b-tween thee and 
him alonz;, If h? wilt not hear th-e, then 
take with thr on? or two more ; and if 
he ſhall n2»125} to h2ar them,rell 7t unto 
th? Church, nt if h- negle& ty hear the 
Church . It him 62 unt» thee as an 
Hat 'eny&c And th fotioms, vrtly I 
ſas unto ; cu, Whatever ye (hail bind on 
earth, (h1/7 52 bound in heaun, &c. Ihe 
thunder of the, Churches cenſures , "as 
nd: wort TO Le diicharged ar every dil- 
arecment In (Oarinery cry, dif; nement 
In matters (perhins) meerly tr.d:tte- 
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have learn24 of the Trſuite y to reduce 
all mattess ad Spiritu 11a, out of parti- 
cular aym3 and fſarisfactions ; making 
their cenſuzes as cheap as cortempti- 
ble, and as ſcandalous as themſelves.) 
Thar ful nen Eccleſie was wont to be 
uſed only in caſes of extreme necefity, 
and with great ccliberation and can- 
dour ; a5 when the matrer was funda- 
mental t » r':e faith;or when rhe perſon 
ſcandalo 15 by his contumacy , and all 
other me :ns ha1 been uſed ro reclaine 
him; In ſuch caſes, Tutzus eff ut pereat 
UnNME qu 1: unitas ; beirer a Hand or a 
Leg be cr oft, rather then the whole 
boly ſhould be endangered by a Gan- 
grene. 

It is ſaid of S. Stephens niutherers, 


A&q.7.57 Thar ti2y Nopped their cars 5 and ran 


1 King. 
23.10, 


upon h 2 a'l at once, and caii him out 
of the -it} ind ſtoned him. When men 
ſtop rh :ir cars 2gainſt the voice of their 
reprov-rS, it is no wonder if they in- 
volve themſelye- in Ceſperare & horrid 
conſe nnences. It was a cuſtome among 
the H:athens, and afterwards (in ima 
tion of them) among the Iſraelites, 
whea rhev ſacrificed their children un- 
roM-: /vchyro wake uſe of drums, & fuch 
like infrunent:, ro deaf the cars , and 
dull che fens of the ſpetetors , leſt 
they {houic be moved ro compa c_ 
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the pitiful Cries of the poor ſacrificed 
childrens From whence the valley of 
Hinnom is thought by (ome to receive 
the name of Tophet ; from Toph, which 
fenifies a Drun. And we read Mar. 8, 
29. Of two Demontacks, that were ex- 
ceedingly rormented ar our Saviours 
preſence » and therefore they cry outs 
Quid nos tecum ? whet have wee to do 
with thee, thou Teſus, ſon of the living 
God? art thou come ta torment ws before 
wr time? of rhe {ame helliſh and infer» 
nal conſticuriongi$ the ſtubborn and in- 
corrigible ſpirit; He is enraged and diſ- 
quieted at the rhoughr of any thing that 
may tend to his converſion; and there- 
fore he ſtops his ears againſt all pious 
md ſober Councels; He will nor go ro 


dvrch, for fear of being awakened our 
of his beloved Neep; wi'l not heat ſuch 
2m:n preach,for fear of being pricked 
n conſcience » which will pur himro 
wore pain then he is willing ro endure; 
He is reſolved upon his courſe, from 
which hee will nor be diverted by any 
eaſonable warnings , no , though one 
ſhould be ſent unto him from the dead, 
0 purpoſe to reclaim him, 

And as is the S'ingſo is the puniſoment; 
The fin wilfu!, and rhe puniſhment in- 
evitable- For when men are reſolved 
that nothing ſhall divert them in their 
{m3 
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fin; God 1; reſoived, thar nothing ſhall 
divert theiriudgement, When men top 
their cars from Hearing , God will nat 
only ſtop the mouthes of his Fropker 
from repr>5'ing 3 but his own gracious 
ears fron Hearing. They ſtop their 
ears at his calls, and he wili Rop his 
ears at t11.ir Cries z inthe day of their 
Extremi-v.Ant for this we have a very 
cleer Text, Prov.1. 24. Becante | have 
called, an ! ve refuſed, 1 hve firerched 
our my hind,and no man regarded; but 
ye have e: a® noughr all my Counſel, 
and would n'ne of my reproof : 1 alſo 
wil lah at Your calamity, I wil mock 
when yo'r ſear comerh;when Your fear 
coinerh a+ a ceſolarion , and your d&- 
frat as whir!-wind, when diſtreſe 
and anzuilh cometh upon vor + then 
ſhall 2-y cal! von mes, Lut Twillng 
anſwer ; they ſail ſeck we carlv,bit 
they h1l: nor find me. And cerrainlyit 
is a \.| condition to periſh, and' ro hart 
none !'/ pity us. For vhat pity can K 
exp:+fron men or Ange!- ; whenthe 
fach-r of mercies,, and the Ged of al 
con;'»larion will fangh ar ovr deſinr 
Aio1? He thar ar one rime wept ove 
Ter 1{a!ems,, becatile ſhee wonld nor re 
pet. 2nd forcſee the Cay of her viſt: 
vid + was at anOther time pleaſed with 
the- de:irn&ion of 'thar incorcigible 
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City, when there was no way »lcft ior repen- 
tance. 

£0 that this deſperate wilfnincfle of mind, 
8 it is the natural «ffc& and conſequent of 
infatuation 3 ſo it is thecer ain forerunner of 
mine and delfirud. on-For the proof ot tis, L 
ſhall only produ e two inftances.' he one 1s 
inthe ſons of Ely, of whom it is faid, They 
harkned not unto the voice of their father, be- 
cauſe the # ord would ſay theim- | he other is 
in Amaz7iah king of Fadahnho(having gain- 
ed a victory over the Edomntes, & raken their 
ods ro be his gods) the Locd (ent a prophee 
to reprove him ſor it; who anſwered rhe pro- 
pher, ſaving, Art thou mad? of the Kings 
Counſel farbear ; why ſhoul.leſt thou be ſmit- 
ten ? Then the prophet forbare, and ſaid.1 know 
that God hath d:termined t» deſtroy thee, be- 
cauſe thou haſt done this, and haſt not hartned 
unto my counſel. And (© it fell out within a 
thor time afrer 

And thcrefore,Go ro now, all ve that deſpiſe 
and reje& the ſeafonable warnings of your 
prophers.T har dare the day of you viſitation, 
and ſay (with thoſe in the prophet Iſaiah) 
Let him make ſpeedaand hajien his work. that we 
may ſee it; and let the counſ2l o' the holy on? of 
Ifrael draw nighthat we i: a- lnow 1t Ve.tha 
wa!” a'ter your own lufts ; ard ye: are vi the 
nun#;er of rthicle ſcoffers $, Peter (perks of, 
laying, where is the premije of is com-ng?for 
ſince the fathers fell aſleep; all things continue 

Ix 
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as they were from the beginning of the creating, 
Yezthat glory in your ſham*and boaſt of your 
wickedneſs, and (ay,our Tongues «re 0ur own, 
we are they that ought to ſpeak; we will nat 
ſubjed our Conſciences to any yoke.Look to 
ity and be affured, that there is evil before you 
though you diſcern ir no: 3 we can fee (from 
the ſacred oraclcs)rhat ſour ſtar that governs, 
and that (ad fate that attends you, withou 
calculating your Nativities And(without the 
help of a prognoſtication )diſcern at a diſtance 
that black cloud of juegement which is ga- 
taeriag over You, wherein the rhunder and 
lightning of the fierce wrath of God is reſer- 
ved for you. And the ground of this confident 
afſerrion,we derive from rhar of Solomon,Þro. 
20.1. He that brine o'ten reproved, hardneth 
his neck, ſhall ſudl:nly be deſtroyed, and that 
without remedy. | 
Fourthly, This incurable evil of Incorrigh 
bleneſs, is ever attended with an-rher evil & 
deſperate and pernicions ro rhe foul. And that 
is ſenſleſne(s and ſecurity, eſpecially in the 
- rime of the preateſt danger. And herein ap 
pears the ſtrenorh and wirchcraft of Infatuaty 
on'n that men are never ſo jo.ly and unap 
prehenſive of dapper,a3 when they are danany 
upon the very brink of che to:romicls pt, 8 
(with Jona:, though a rebel and a fogitive 


from his Lord and maker) their ſeep is then] ſuc 


ſoundeft upon the pillow of ſecurity, when 
riey are in the moſt eminert danger ro be af 
aWaY 
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away, Of ſuch as theſe (coubtle(;) cork the 
Propher Iſaiah complain Jn that day,did the 
Lord God of hoſts call ts weeping.qy to mewn” 
ing,and to baldneſs, and to girding with ſack- 
cloth; and beholdyjoy and gladneſs./aying oxen» 
and killing ſhzep,eating fleſh,&y drinking wines 
L:t-us eat and drink*for ts marrow we ſhall dy 
And it was revealed in mine ears, by the Lord 
of hoſts, ſurely this iniquity ſhah not be purged 
from you till you dy. That 15, it ſhall never be 
purged fiom you,bnr you ſhall dy in its 
And certainly, this canror bur be raken as 
an high provocarion and attrone 'ro Gods ju- 
ſtice-when nor only his threatning-, but his 
immediate extenſions are ſcorn'd and deſpiſed. 
Shall the Lyon roar, and ſhall not the beaſts 
ofthe forreit tremble ? Shall the moſt high 
God thunder our of heaven, and not finful 
pnilty man be afraid ? Will Zimp and Cozbi 
be ſhameleſs at their uncleaneſs, juſt art the 
ſame rime rhe fherce anger of the Lord breaks 
our againſt lirael, when rhe Congreg.r.on is 
weeping before the core of the Tabernacte 2? 
Cenainlv,this is that madrets of heart Solo- 
mon ſpeaks of,when men have no knowledge 
or ſenſe ef the rime of rhbeir yiſttion, bur, as 
the Fiſhrs that are taken in an eviinet and as 
the birds are caught in the ſuarzyſn are the ſons 


| of men ſnared in an evil time, when it falleth 


ſuddenly upon theme. 
Ard therefore our Savionr foreſeeing that 
his Diſcip!es weu!d be found fleeping even in 
KR 2 Hat 
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that very hour when he was to be betrayed, 
givesrhem a caution,which can never be un- 
leaſonable r9 any Chriſtian: Take heed ro you 
ſelves leſt at any time your hearts be overchar- 
ged witb ſur/cttine, and drunkenneſs, and cares 
of this life,and ſo that day come upon you una* 
wares.For, as a ſnare jfall it come on «ll then 
that dwell on the jace of the whole earth. But 
wheretore as a ſnare 4 Bur becauſe it ſhall 
ſurprize men when they are unprepared) and 
rnprovided of any thing to refilt the evil of 
that day 3 like an armed man, that 1wſhe h 
{uddenly upon a men that hath rothing in his 
hand ro Cefend himſelf. I hius cawe the De- 
Irge upon the ol4 world, as 4 ſnare 3 not but 
thar they had an hundred and rwemy yeers 
warning 3 in all which time, the Patriarck 
Noah was the r Chap'ain, a preacher of righ- 
teouſneſs unto them ; bur it came as a ſnare, 
becauſe they were ſpirits (hut up in priſon (a 
S. Peter cals them) thar is, captived and en 
Mmared in thcir own blindneis and ſecurity. 
Would you know the rime when the pcople 
of Latſh were detroyey ? It was then, when 
they dwelt cx elcſr, after the manner of th! 
Zziduntantyquiet,and ſ-cure, when there wed n 
Magiffratc in the land, that .ight put themts 
ſhane in any t!ine. Would you know the t me 
when the 1 hilift.ns received their preatdlt 
tow from the tan of Sa:ypſon? Ir was thery 
when they had caten and ervirken to the full, 
when th:ir hearts were merry; then they called 
fl 
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for Sampſon to ma'g them ſport in the houſe 
of Dagon their God Then a ſudden deſtruion 
came upon them unawaresrgand their ſport and 
jollitic ended in the'r common ruine, would 
you know the Time,when rhe Ifraclites, were 
deſtroved by the ſevere hand of God ? [t was 
juſt then,'vhen the Nuailes were berween therr 
teeth; when they were not eſtranged from their 
luſt; Then the wrath of God came u; on thems 
and ſlew the ſaiteſt of them , and ſinove down 
the choſen mn that were in Iſrael. Would 
yeu know the Tire, when Ieruſalem was 
threatn«dro be ſearched as with caries and 
viſted 2 The Propher Zephany will r:G!ve 
youz't was,when the inhab'rantt thereof were 
ſerled on their Lees, when they ſaid in their 
hearts z The Lord will not do good , neither © 
will he do evil. [3 

So thar, if you ſhall demard of me - when | '", a 
the Time, or when the Day of our 2519875 9 
ſecond coming ro judgemen: ſha} ** * I dargy 
ror ad verture to refolye yor1 , 7? lome have 
done , from the meer D:Ggf -t — | 
phrenſies, and deluſions; fin a ay 43 
hour knoweth no mans no 7©! tlie Angels 4 
which are in heaven : Bu, L ſhall reſl you -.--2Y 
when in the general ; it ſha"! ÞE ada | 
If not in the natura! night Q carkrefle an ob- 
ſcurirv; ver in the black n+ br of perſecution 
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aan wg to flrt of 
nighrjin which therhic. : cOmetnat 15 
hr, when men are 
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in the dead time of the? 3 
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faſt a Neep in fn and (ecurity.Ir ſha!l be in an 
age when Anzichrilt ſhall Le revealed. Vhen 
the world ithatl be haunted with many falſe 
Chiiſtz,and ſedu. ins ſpirits, When the Go. 
ſe! ſna'l be preached to a'l the world, % Vet 
ſo little credit ſha!l be given unto itgthar faith 
ſh31l ſcarce be found upon the earth. It ſhall 
Fe in an Ape, wh-n men ſhall be as ſcnual & 
col amt; a5 (ſecure tn rhoſfe fin-,as they were 
in Nears time 3 and for this I haveexpreſle 
rant from onr Saviour. Bur as the days of 
Woe were, fo hull ;!fſn the co'ring of the Sin 
o” man 62%, for us.in the diys that were before 
the flr-1, they w: 'r2 eatingoan. [ dr inking-marr;- 
in2548 dgiving i 1 marritge, until the diy that 
X21h entred into th? Ar \; andhnew nat until 
the hood came.,ani to5 th:m a/away ; (« (hall 
47-0 4* coming of the Son of man be. And it the 
[e n1 lecure 07pretfor wou!ld know the 
particu! af rim? of his 1 fitarion, [ can puntty- 
aily re{0'7e 
m 3 nan* 'Y, at that very r:ne 
when be hin th te ? hi o 
then neareſt, vl! = ot it 3 Fs evil day Is 
Ar for this to? Pers it fordelt from him. 
| have warrant our of the 


haprer; | | 
ſw in bi ber 3t"d if that evil ſrvaw 
ing-.and ſhall »2gin ti my Lord delayeth his com- 


drink 1 ſeat? his fe; low [- ruUantss 
of- that ſervant [{/F4 with the drunken, the lord 
loakoth wat for bin, t come in a day when he 
war? rf,and ſhall car 4 1 'a 4n Pour b2 3s Not a- 


n aUander; and 1ppoint 
hin his partion with F , 
: P ! Hyp2@11tes, &c- 50 
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that however the 'Tabernacles of robbers may 
proſper for a time, and rhey rhas hate God 
may ſeem ſecure, yer weigh their condition 
truly in the ballance of the Sar.Quary, and 
you ſhall cleerly underfland, thar their pro- 
ſperiry is their greateſt cuiſe; and their ſecuri- 
ty their greateſt Jydgement. 

To all theſe,l ſhall add bur one more ſym- 
prome of rhe infaruared ſpirir ; and thar is, A 
rclolution ro mainrain and juſtifie rhe errors 
and iniquiri2s of his evil doings: And rruly,as 


- perſeverance in the auties of Chrittian Reli- 


gionzis that golden claſp that unites grace 
with glory; ſo perſeverance in rebellion and 
wickedneffe, is the very portal of Fell, the 
neareft Border I can name to the bertomlefle 
pit. There is a rime and fare in fin, when the 
dregs of fin are frozen an1 congealed ; when 
fin is out of meaſure (inful, and the ſinner be- 
yond meaſure deſperare & ſtupid Thus when 
Catiline had fired the City of Rome with his 
horrid p'ors 2nd confpiracies:he had nothing 
elſe ro ſay for himſelf,but rhis, Inc: ndrium me- 
um, ruina extinguam, 1 will quench the fire I 
have kindled;with a fina! ri ine ; or (With the 
heip of a Poer)) The ills that 1 have done can- 
not be ſafebut by attempting greater, 1 wil ad4 
worie unto evil, thirſt unto drunkerrefle.and 
leave the ſuccefſe of my vnpracious 2ions ra 

the exrremeft adventures- 
And certainly, had the Catilines and Ma- 
chiayels of our age and Nationiſteer'd in their 
K 4 black 
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blick dehgrs.by any other princip!egtut tha 
of a neccti.ty of defending themſelves, and 
rain-aming their own ations (how horrid 
and vnconicional;le foever) we might have 
ſeen their ceperrance, & oQr prace and apree- 
mer.t long ere this day 3 Burt rhe witchcrak 
Oi R:bltion is. that it dares not look back- 
variant knows nor how to retreat from what 
tr h.th once darcd to attempt. He that once 
draws his [word in a rebellion,is o-liged (by 
an Inferna! principle) ro. throw away the 
ſcablard ; for, where the doctrine of repen- 
rance is ad niitre!, the rules of policy and ſelf 
preſcrvation are preſently plucked wp by the 
160ts. As I hive not (o little chariry,as ro be- 
lieve theſe men ar firſt intended rhe third part 
ef the wickednceiſe which they have acted,by 
falling from' one wickedneffe ro another , So 
I have not ſo much ch.:riry,as to believe they 
will be ever reclaimed into the dury of good 
ſubjc&;,bur by the hand of power. And this 
belief of minegtak?> its riſe from the bold de- 
ſence they make, in maintaiging themſelves 
in their abominab'e vilanies,and the bold de- 
fiance they bid the whole wor'd ro bring them 
nnro condipne puniſhment. Thus have they 
ca® kehind tFeir backs, rhe wholſom rules of, 
Re!1gion and Conſcience,Neering defperarely 
by that divelliſh princip!-. Per ſcelera ad ſce- 
Ius tutun iter.tdaking one wickedne''e, the 
riſc.znd advantages ang battery nuro anvrhery 
an their unbletted proſperity; an affront and 
dehance 


— — 


of Spiritnal Infaturtion, 197. 


Cehance to the Divine vengeance 3 and will 
rather put themſelves, and the conduct of 
their atiairs, into the hands of che Divelzthen 

kneel either ro God or the King for mercy» 
A man weuid think thoſe Romanifſts in a 
very ſad cordit.cn, who having embarqued 
themſelves in ſom: notorious Treafon cr con- 
ſpiracy (perhaps a, ainſt the See oi Rome, as 
for other Trea\on , here may be a Diſpeniati- 
on.) inſomucÞh rhar rhey durſt nor rruſt their 
holy farther with their confefiion ; for if they 
did confcfſe. they were in datiger ro be hang- 
& ; and :f they conſciled not (by the princi- 
ples of the r own Religior,) they were ſure t0 
be damned 3 and upon this ext:em'ry, ſiould 
re/olve to proſecute their wicked contrivances 
as ſar as power ſhouid crable them : In the 
like Rraights and extremities haie tlice 
wretched men involied rhemfe'ves (ty fore 
of their own confefi.ons) T hev have watiled 
ſo far in ſacriledge and biood-rhar they kr.ow 
nor how ro retire 3 They care ror confelle 
their wickedneffe urro mens for fear of the 
people 3 leſt that peop e which they have 
ſo !ons abuſed and enſnared, 1i.on'd riſe up 
ina ra2e;and fone them. 1 Fey dzrenor con+ 
fefle unto Godsfor then they arc immediately 
0>liped to lay covn thin Arms.and ro Gite 
claim their errors by Repenrince and Sari(- 
fattion. So far are i} ey ren over out of the 
way of Repentance, that ii chey f:nd any of 
thoſe wo have twiſted with them ro repent 
K 5 and 
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ani! abhor rhei'r former wickednefſſe, and to 
deſiie ro redeem their former regur. t.ons by 
any firure {crrices , they preſently look up- 
on them as delinquent, and matipnants, and 
the molt dangero:13 of all their enemie: ; like 
the Jewiſn Lawyers, They ſhut up the King- 


dom of heavzn 424inſt men ; for they will wi- | 


ther go in themſe:v2s, mr ſuFer others that 
would 20 in, So theſe, they will neicherRe- 
pent rhcinſel yes, nor ſuffer others that would 
re-pent» They have made their condition fo 
de[perate, thar they dare not repent ; and fol- 
lowed Achirophe!ls counſct ſo long in wide- 
ning difterences) that like Pyrats, they will 
chute rather to perith ar ſeaz then pur them- 
ſclves ro account with any ſuſpeRed Vert. 
Nay rather then own the guilt of their o'»n 
Foſomz (wh.ch I am ſure they cannor Rifle) 
they will lay all their wickedneſs upon the 
ſhoulders of their pious Soveraign, and he 
mult be ſacrificed and murderedbecauſe their 
ſandity (iforiooch) muſt not be blemiſhed- 
7 hws it ſhall coit them no more bur a little 
breath, ro Vote rhemſelves rhe Sainrs of the 
K irpdom, an1 all men elſe De'inquenrs, but 
theintelves and their adherents 3 and rhe Ju- 
ſtifcarion 0i their bold miſchiefs (by an in 
vincible 1x: of neceflity) mn!\t be the accuſa* 
tiou of al! that 05poſe or diffent from them. 
E't that which (teyoad all this) adds in- 
{nice'y tro the weight of their wickedneils 
is this , 'That (notwithſtanding the wy 
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hath had ſufficient Teſtimony of rheir preva- 
rication with God and man, by falſfyirg 
their oaths, and ſeveral er-8pementss by the 
boldne's ard blcodineſs of their a&tions, ro 
promote the Engl ſh Intereſt (as they call ir, 
that is, their own) yer they think ir no ſtale 
fraud, ſtill 10 make Viety their pretenſe, and 
Reformation their defipne 3 as if they aymec 
at no hing elſe, bur thar the Lords day may 
be better obſerved, the Goſpel better planred, 
the Kingdom better governed. Thus with rhe 
help of their fine ſpun Arts and Hypocriſtes, 
they have made Chriſt, and his Goſpel, the 
Parron of all their horrid undertraking<. 

And kere, I donot ſo much declaim, as 
grieve and tremb'e ro think, whar a de/p:rare 
progreſs theſe men have made toward their 
eternal ruine- We read of Be'raſhazzar, that ' 
he made a Prear feaſt to a thouſand of his 
lords, and drank wine belore the thou'and ; 
and not comrent with this vain-glorious ex-+ 
cefſe 3 he ſends (in his drunken humour) for 
the veiſe!s of Gold and Silver, which Nebu- 
chadnezzar his Father had raken our of rhe 
Sanctuary of Ged, and makes thoſe ho!y 
Urenſ1!s, inftrumenral! ro his pride and /uxu- 
ry 3 and this was ſo high a provccation, that 
God ſent a hand our of the inanimate wall, ro 
write in his preſence , his ccrta'n Ncom and 
judgement, Is it ror wick<dnelſe enonph in 
theie men, to ieaſt themſelve: wi h rhe bicod 
and miferies of their fellow (ibjc& , whom 

. they 
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thy have maZe their Caves ; To inebriate 
themſelves with pride and power, uniels the 
make the Sacred, Oracies of God inltry- 
menral ro main a'n chem in cheir luxury ? 
Was it nor wick =dnef, enough 11 curſed Je- 
zabcl,rod:{patch Natorh ior his inheritance 
ſake, wn'e'S {he procia;m a PFaitro d:ipuile 


and cover that hive bloody Defgne © Is there 


nor guilt enonph in the mu:ther of an Incom- 
parab'e Ktnp, in the ro':binp of a glorious 
 Churchzin the & ibcrar : breaking of [0 minv 
ſacred Carh+ and Enparement:yn the ruine of 
ſo many chouſand families: in the @\inaring 
ſo many thou.and fouls by irrecigious en- 
garcments, 10 maintain theſe men in thicir 
wickedr.els z bur muſt a'l this be diſguiſed 
w.th pretenſions of picty and reformaticn ? 
Can they hind no other aniwer for tiicm elves, 
wken they are preſted with arguments drawn 
from Kkeafonsl.aws & Scripturegbut mun{t they 
farhcr al: their v. ckedneſs apon God himſelf, 
l:y ecriving it irom the direion of his tacred 
Syiru? M it the Dove of peace and love be 
ent mo ro t2:cir vn ercileſs & bloody execuit- 
Cn: T4 the $ oo Fi of 1 wccknelsand conde* 
ſcer rt On ale made tie Fatron of their TT yran- 
nic ard Awb tr on ? the fririt that worketh 
ſorrow and rcii.Cancy for ny be bronpht ro 
COUNICTUNce ter 1.1. Kation and pcriever- 
an'einſn? On let IC never Lero'd in Gathy 
nr "publiſhe. 1 te fircers of Aſcalon 3 
Let 1.or the urtcliering Jews nor the ſens 
ol 
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of Mahorrer nor rhe Savage Indians ever 
come to hear, what 2 pener.r10n of vipertand 
prodigious monſters hatch been hatciied, and 


fomenred inder the ſunſhine of the Gn:pel. . 


Kow will our Enemies abroad reproach and 
Blaſphem * our Religion, when theſe ſhall, be 
under' 00d to [:c the finir; of ir, in it» (ta fly 
pretended ) purit.e and Reformation ? 
Whether thar Blaſphemy which the ſcribes 
that came jrom leruſalen were guilty of , in 
zttriburing the difpofſeſiion of unclean ſpi- 
rits (which they ſaw onr Saviour did by the 
finger of Go4 ) 10 be done by Beelzebub, were 
ſpecifically that irremifhibleBlaſphemy againſl 
the Holy Ghejt,L will nor derermine. Bur this 
L will ſay;That to Atrribure the works of the 
moſt high God.to Bee/xebub; and ro attribure 
the works of Bee/7ebub,to the moſt highGod: 
are Blaſphemzjes ot the ſame Paral?l, if any 
thing make the d'flercnce » its the Luo animo 
of the iniquity. For men ro ſay , when they 
have n-thing elſe ro ſay, (in defence of their 
Enormities) that what they do , they do by 
the diate and direction of Cods holy ſpirit, 
is ſo bold and fearful a Blaſphemy; that 1 am 
ready to tremble ar the naming of it 3 Bur 
whether theſe pretences cerive from mg/ice, 
or objinacy , or a diſſembled Iuſtification , of 
what they know to be Guilr of an high nature, 
I canzot pofi, bly Cercrmine. I ſhall ftrom hence 
a2mire only the power , and prevalency of 
this charm of Infatuation 3 that will neither 
7 ſuker 
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ſuffer men to look upwards towards their 
God-nor inwardly upon themſelves,nor back: 
wards npon their guiity aRions; bur hurries 
them on, (with Corah,Dathan, and Abiram,) 
into a Juſtihcarion cf rheir Rebellion;apainſt 
Moſes, and Aaron, and God himſelf, (o long: 
tilt they are ſwallowed up quick of Death & 
Deſperar ion. 

And therefore my ad viſe ſha'l be the ſame, 
thar Moſes gave the ret of the people thar 
were not of thatC-'nſpiracy Depart Tpray you, 
from the tents of theſe wicked men, and touch 
nothing of theirs . (or touch not with them) 
leſt yee be Conſumed in their ſins. And let eve- 
ry man that would preſerve the life of hiz 
Happinefle, in the comfort and cleernefſe of 
his conſcience-ſay with good old Jacoby0 my 
ſoulzcome not thou into thetr ſecret.mine honor, 
be not thou engaged(or do not ſubſcribe their 
engagement; leſt rhon eare of ſuch rhings as 
pleaſe themzand thy min4 and thy Conſcience 
be defiled » and enſnared ro thine inevitable 
ruin-And (this I conceive) may not be pro- 
pounded unſeaſonably unto fuch , as either 
have twiſted with theſe men , without repen- 
ting all this time;of rhe error of their doings; 
or ſuch, as are ar preſent their ſecret friends 
and Apents; or ſuch as may hereafter be 
tempted inro a Compliance-either for fear of 
their preſent power, or (which is werſe) for 
filthy Lucre iake- 

And far out brethren , and friends of rhe 


Scot- | 


— 


| of Syiritnal I nfatnation, 18 3 
Scottiſh Nat, on; 1 conld wiſhthey would ſe- 
riouſly co:2fider of this one thing. T hat the 
beſt way re ſatisfy the fears and jealouſies, 
which are at preſent upon them , and their 
councel+;and the beſt afſurance they can give 
his Majeſty of their ſincerity unto him 1n all 
reſpe&s; muſt be taken from rhe ſight, and rhe 
Sorrowand the humble owning of thoſe errors 
wherein they were unfortimarly engaged a- 
gainit his Royal Father. I fhall nor hunger 
aſter any of their Confeſſions z whether Pu- 
blikz,or private;nor will I adventure zo Cen- 
ſure their inrendments, Only I hope, I may 
have leave to entertain ſome fears , that rhey 
will nor ſcr this Kinz upon his Fathers 
Throne, till themſelves have {cr themſelves in 
the ſtool of repentance, on arother ſcore rhen 
what hath been lately praftiſed in Scotland. 
The beſt way I can proround, for them to ſer 
a Crown of gold on this Kings head:is ro have 
their hea:rs rhorovghly pricked with thoſe 
thornes they plaited in his Fathers Crown; 8 
ifthey are really ambitions of che honour, of 
reftor ing rhe rights of the Crcwn,and reveng- 
ing the blood of their wartyred Soveraign 
upon lis cruel enemies 3 they need nor be 
alhamed (in ſome meaſure) ro begin with 
themſelves. 

Bur if a profeſſed Recantatren, be roo ſe- 
vere a pennance ſor men thar would te 
thonght they cangor err , yer ler their hearrs 
be bur aficGed with ſuch a clofe ard —_— 

Or- 
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ſorro'w,as that The ſearcher of all hearts may 
accept of it ; and lertheir reſolutions for the 
Time 70 cone be {uch,as that theGodl of Truth 
and mercy may b'et[-, and proſper them into 
on ainp'exripe harveſt of rriie Chriſtian Ho- 
nourz an1 rhat rhe world miy rcad the diſa- 
vowing 01 their former errois, (if in no other 
char i&er) yer inthe ſincerity and gallantry 
of rheir future attions,and archievements. 

Having {hewed che Nature z Cauics, and 
Symprome: of Spiritual Infatuarion; and with 
a fairnfui y and impartial hand ſearched this 
wound-unto the botrom: ſhall I now (with the 
Frieit and the Levires) paile by, an4 leave 2 
ſoul ſtript » and robbed , and wounded unto 
death, and rake no care, no Compaſiion npan 
ſo ſad a ſpettacle? What; Is thire no Balme 
in Gilead, \or this deadly wonnd? Is there no 
oyl of mercy, to be applyed ro the obſtinare 
and 0':durate finner ? Doubtletfe ſo long as 
there is life,chere is Hopezand (0 long as thee 
is Hope » the Phyſician cannot fa rcly deter 
his Parient. 

And becauſe ir is ſafer erring wth roo 
much Charity, then w::a 00 lirrlezB-caule it 
is an inconſiderare Temeriry , to confine the 
boundlefſe Ocean of Gods mercy, to the nar- 
row mouthed bortles,of our 0'yn uncerraing & 
fallible Cenceprion : I hal) open a door of 
Hopezas far as the uneiring Oracles of GoJ 
ſhall authorize me; and the firſt thing I ſhall 
p10201nd 10 the In atuared {pit Is, hs. 
tre 
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there is a poſſibility of being Cured. 

I know well, there is a 1d. cial kind of 
Hardnefſe , when God v ithdrawes the ſweer 
influence of his Grace, ard delivers a man up 
into himſelf, without ever looking more after 
hin. T hat thcre is a fin untoDcarh; hat irikes 
the Church, with Dumbnefle, that ſÞe cannor 
pray for ir;and ſtrikes rhe Soule with Num- 
nefle;thar ſhe cannot fee! the comfort of Gods 
mercy There is a Blaſphcmy againſt rheHoly 
Ghoſt,chat ſhatl never te forgiven , becauſe 
there ſhall never any place be found for re- 
pentance» Bur yer, though we way conclude 
that ſuch a \n there is; yer we carnor withour 
preat raſhnefſe , and vncharitablenefle con- 
clude tha: This , or 1 hart man is tart irreco- 
yerable finner. 

It is (for the moſt part) agreed , that The 
fin againſt the Holy GÞ ol! is a Toral Apoſtacy 
from rhe Goſpel of Chriſt forwer!y acknow- 
ledpged;:nd profetled; rogerther with a verbal 
Calumniaring , and a real Perſec1.ring ofthe 
lame; with a deliberate purpoſe {o to conti- 
nue, and perſevere unto the Death « and then 
to paſſe away in that diſpoſirion. Bur {1:ppo- 
fing this Definition ro be rightly Rated 3 can 
ay man ſay, tÞat this mais Apoſtacy is 1 o- 
tai; thar it is ma'1cious; that ir 1> DetiÞerate; 
| and that it ſha!l be Fnal? Sinr Percr was a 
Blaſphem'er , bur he did rot periecute the 
Church ; Saint Vani was a Blaſphemer, and a 
Perſecuter , bur he did not perſevere; There 

- Was 
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was a perhaps left for Symon Magus his re- 
coverys even at the ſame rime , when he wa 
in the Gall of birterneile, 2nd in the bond of 
Iniquiry ; when his overture was ſo profang, 
and Blaſphemons, that he attempted to pur- 
chaſe the gift of the Holy Ghoſt with mony: 
Repentance, and pray: were preſcribed unto 
hi: by Sairt Teter. The ſchoo!men tell us, 
that there are ſix ns, that are dangerous In- 
rroduGtions into this irrecoverable gulf 3 nx 
mely Precumption, and Deſperation; Impents 
tency, and Hartuefle of heart 3 The refiſting 
of a Tirh afrer Convincerent; and the En- 
vying Go:]: grace in o'her men. But no man 
can conclude a man to be Torally, and finally 
ſwprized withthe e, un'efſe he be perfettly 
acquainted with rhe cloſe of his life, 

We read ii; the Hiſtory of our Saviou 
Cures, that he cured cne woman that had at 
Hue of blood running upon her twelve yeers 
another woman, whom Satan had bound, and 
bowed rogether eighteen yeers; That he cured 
a Cripple at the pool of Betheſda that had 
been there thirty and eight yeers. And if thele 
were bodily infirmities only,and ſo no fit pre 
ſidenr: . for any ſpiritual Cure 3 weread dl 
Mary Migdalene, who had been a nororiow 
ſinners and poſſeſſed along rime by (even Di 
vels;and yer by the mercy of her Saviour,v# 
recovered into a more Evangelical teimpeh 
then many of the Apoltles rnemſelves, as aÞ 


pears L uc. 7. 44, We read allo of wag 
chat 


v_ 
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that (having renounced their Baptiſme, con- 
rated with the Divel,and reſigned up them- 
ſelves ro his entire poſſefſion, and Command 
for many yeersz)have yer keen recovered into 
the Chr:ſtian faith, and a Salvable condition. 


: | That madmen ſhould he poyſoned , Eecaule 


Phyſitians know nor how to cure them; T har 
menſhould take away t] cir lives, becanſe God 


*| hath raken away their underſtancing,is a pro» 
*|ceeding , that favours n ore of Convenience 
*[then Cenſcience 3 for this is ro pur no difie- 


rence at all, Lerween Chriftians,ard Dogs,and 
Cats in times of InfeRion.l know it 15 impefii- 
ble in nature , for a Camel to paſte through 
the ey of a needles ard yer we read thar this 
and a!l tHinps e!s are pofi.ble unio God ; (l 
ay) ali things, that imply rot Contradidtion, 
0 repugnancy tO #33 natures oi? muſt grant, . 
(a'th Auguſtine) that God 4s able to ds ſo:- 
thinz,which we are not able to find out;in ſuch 
worhs , the whole r?aſen of the doine , us the 
power of the doer , It is God that hath done 
them, conſider the author , and all deubts will 
ceaſe. And fince the ſcrip' ure atiures us, that 
neither The inceſtuous Corinthian for the hay- 
nouſneſſe2 of his in » nor the | heiſe 1pon the 
croſle;tor his perſeycrance in fin unto the laſt 
hour, were excluded Heaven ; There 1s little 
Reaſon, and leſfe Grace, for any wan to con- 
clule himfelf Damned, on this fide the prave. 


*| Bur ler nor any m.n miſtake me 4 or deceive 


himſelf, by deriying-an Encouragement unto 
pre* 
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preſumption ſrom that , which I intend only 
for an Artiaoce againt Deſpaire- So that,a 
peſiibiliry of Cure being pranted , our next 
buſineſſe is, ro propound w hat is moſt probe: 
ble,and infirumenta! ro the ſame. 

The far heart, (1 have ſhewed,) is Called 
In ſcripture a ſtony heatt ; if it were a brazen 
Heart , ir might be melted ; or if it were an 
Iron hearr,it might be ma'leable; bur the fur- 
nace has no po'yer over the ſtone; the Ham 
mer of Gods Iudgement is rhe firteſt inftu- 
ment to deale with ir. Nov, as the Stone in 
the kidney, or the Blader, is a diſcaſe of great 
pain,and of no ſmall difficulty in the Cure; (6 
1s it with that diſeaſe which Divines call the 
None inthe Heart,or ſtcnineſſe of hearr-Some 
Analogie, or proportion there is in the Cure 
of both difeafes, which may ſerve only toi 
luſtrate one another. 

Two ways Phyſicians have found ont for 
the Curing of the Stone in the blader,namel), 
either by cutting and drawing it our ofthe 
bladerywhich is a work of pain; or els by dil- 
ſolving ir within the blader, which 1sa work 
of Art. Two wa\s likewiſe Divines are dire 
Qed,in the Cure of :he Stone in the Heart, 
nmelyzto Break it.by the teriors of the Law, 
whichisaCweof;ain; orclsro Diſ.olve! 


by the mercies of che Gofſpel,wh cÞ 1; a Cure 


of gtcar Art.and Excellency. Ard rhough for 
the woſt part. Plures ſunt guos Timor Corr 
git, They are the greater number that are drr- 

yel 
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yen home to God by fear : yer melzores ſunt 
quos Amor dirrigit-They are of a better Cons 
ſtir tion thar are won by Love, Weread in 
in Scripturezol a Broken Heart,and a Burning 
Heart. A Broken Heart, wh:in he watered his 
Couch with his Teares , when he roared day, 
and night for the very diſquietnefſe of his 
heart, upon the (id apprehcni:on of Gods an» 
ger,and di{cyuntenance 3 and a Buriing Heare 
in che rwo diſciples that went ro Emmazg, 
whoſe hcarts are ſaicl co burn with'n them, 
whilſt 12:45 expounded unto tein the My- 
ſteries of rheirSalv4rion.Some mens hardnefle 
is like thar of the finr, which is eafier broken 
upon a Ciiliion » then an Anvil 3 Burmoſt 
mens hearrs are like cracken bels: rhey muſt 
be broken all in pieces , an1 new caſt by the 
Belfounder 4 ere ever they will be made to 
tirp in Tune. 

The ficit porion then, I would preſcribe for 
the reco;ery of an Infatuared Spirits is an Ex- 
cecding bitter one, and yer ir muſt be rakenz 
what it wants 1n ſ. ectneffe , it hath in Salu- 
brity. Ir is compounded of little elſe bur rhe 
Terroi s of the Law; The weight of Gods Ju-* 
Ricezi he ſeparation of rhe ou! from the body 
by the blo.v of Death , T he Separition of 
toth from the preſence of God, by the Doom 
0! [u.!pement; and the view of thoſe rorments, 


{ Which are Endiefle, Fafelefle, Ren:edilefle. 


For the difea/e being L ethargick, and parali- 
tick, (that is,) a dice that iS attended with 
much 
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much droufinefſe, and ftupidiry; It is neceſſ» 
ry the ſoul be frit awakened ro irs own dan- 
ger, by the (marr, and anguiſh of ſome ſeren 
application. I hive known a very g90d Phi- 
firian, that when he coul4 not curethe palfe 
any other way , would ca{t his Patient into a 
Burning Fever ; and then he knew what he 
had ro do with him. Ir is necefſary,that the 
who!e man be di;tempered, and diſordered; 
that the mind may be the better brought into 

an Evangelica\ irame and remaper. 
Apreeable ro this merh01, ſure was S. Pe 
ters pradtife in the recovery of the 3000.ſau's 
weread of At 2 41.7: men of Iſrael, hea 
theſe wards F { 5 of N«zar?th,a man approvd 
of G1d a none 4, by miracles, wonders, and 
frgnes,which G 1 did by bi n in the middeſt of 
J04-as ye your j*'v2s alſo know ; himye hav! 
tahen, an1by wiched hands have crucified and 
ſlain , who n God hath reiſed up, Ke-Rere wa 
a word of no (-nall terror, a word able 
break a Few? 5 heart in pie- es 3 The blood of 
the Son of G-{ is brought kome unto them 
and laif{ at thr own doors, And fce what 1 
kind and pie:cing operation this bitter potion 
had npon th *'r minds ;, it is ſaid, whontthy 
heard this, th-y were pricked in their heath 
and thzy ſailuntn Peter,and the reſt of the 4 
poſes, Men,ind Brethren, What ſhall we a? 
And what '5e5 $. Pet. r preſcribe unto then 
- in fach a1 atlrichkrel rr2mbling condition 
whilſt this Aguz hr wi on them 2 No more 
but 
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but Repentance and Baptiſne,and then imme- 


-| diatly applies an Evangelical Cordial.Repent 


ad be Baptized,and ye ſhall receive the gift of 
the holy Ghoſt 3 for the promiſe is unto youand 
to your children,@&c. Thus the converted Fay- 


| lour being firſt awakened by an Earthquake, 


thar ſhook che very foundation of the priſon, 
and being at his wirs end,. az well as ar his 
ſwords point,!1pon a ſ1ppPaſirtion his priſoners 
were eſcaped ; he cam? trembling, and fell 
down befor? Pau! and Silas. and brought them 


«| out an1 ſaid Quid facram ad Salutem? Sirs; 


what muſt I do to be ſav2d? I refuſe nor ro do 
any thing chat may bring :1e into a Salvable 
Cond iriOns 

Certainly, rhoſe hearts are wiſely, and ſea- 
fonably broken ; that are mou!dedl inro a pre- 
ſent Complyance w:th any thing , thar may 
rend ro their comfort, and Converſion 3 and 
the way ro have a cieery and a Saving Intereſt 
In Chriſt,is ro tee our (elves irrecoverih!y loſt 
wirhout him» There are ſome d ſe.ſcs in the 
body, (contra:d with no leffe guilt of con- 
ſence. then blemiſh of repurarion;z) wherein 
the patient mutt be brought as low io-his con- 
ſtturion, as poflibly can bezand yer Lives his 
ſpirits muſt be exhauſted,his blood evacuated 


-| and change.l, and the nearcr he is browght co 


the pates of Death 3 the better hopes there is 
of life,and a ſafe recovery.And there are ſome 
Uleaſes in the Soul,wherein the unſeaſonable 
application of Cordials ſtrengthens the pec-: 

c eant 
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cant humour , making ir mortal,and irrecove 
rable, We read of a iort of D:yels, that were| ME! 
nct to be caſt our Lur by prayer, and faſting, (po 
And there are fias which (for their long poſe} S© 
ſeflion in the ſou',)) are norco be efected, but) PE 
by ſtrong cries, and teares , by much ſelf de| 3 
n)al,and preat maceration of Spirit. Cordialg| fa 
are then ſeaſon1ble, when the malignity of the 
diſeaſe is ki!lel. Hea!ins plaiſters are then 
ro be applied, when thy wonnd hath been 
hk fearch<d, and clenied- The Apo- 
Nie rite ti,tha' the ofd Leven be ſo purged 
out,that the rez-nerate Man may become 4 new 
Lump. There were ſome in the Ir wher [er 
nie; rime, thar chought chemſetye> perſed 
Clenſed and cured , when th:re was no ſuch 
matrer; for Go re!s them , that tho:gh they 
waſhed themſe! ves with nirregand mvchSope 
yer their iniquty was marked our before him 
ler,2.22. 

- Where ler ns panſ* a little , and enqut 
what theſe (ors migiit be, thar were fo had 
ro be gotren our , an{ they are expreſly 
down ver(.3.1 In thy skirts is found the blo 
of the Sou's of the þyor Innoc-nts , yet tha of 
ſayeſt, becauſe I am inn ocent , ſurely his ang) Y" 
ſhall turn from me. Behold I will plead with] *T 
thee.bereu® thou ſareft, I have nt ſinned. Wh) 
gadd-ſt th1u abit ſo muck to change thy way] 
So thar the Spts which nitre and much Saf C* 
will n»t 2e* oir-are theſe Three (which 1 aſh 
leave our {Iecuſalcin ro crquire after os » 


(Cr 
ou! 
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her own walls.) T here is firſt, the deep fearier 
ſpor of Blood-guiltineſs (eſpecially 'f it be 
Sanguis Animerumsthe blood of ſouls that 
periſh for want of ſharp and fincere reproofs) 
Secohd]y, there is the white (por of pretended 
ſactiry and impugity (norwithſtanding all 
their guilt) and T hirdl{y, there is the change- 
able ipor of gadding Inconſiancy 3 when mea 
reel 00 and froand ſtagger from one excream 
into arotherzand (without fixing npon «ny 
certain princi les) AR, and drive on frri- 
ouſly (like Joby) accord ng as necell;ty Or 
re) advantage [hall dire& them. And would you 
ay know the reaſon how the diſeaſe in this peo* 
ach] ple came ro be thus deſperate ; the fawe 
hey] Propher will inform yes Jer.6-14. They have 

tealed the Eugt of the daughter of my people 
im. ſightly, ſayings Peace, peace, when there is no 

peace. hey $kinned rhe wound, without 
ute learching it ro the quick, and leſt the corru- 
hard] PION In the botrom, which made the weund 
(| © fefter inwardly, and to grow deſperate and 
ox) curable. CO thar, the fff ſtep to the cure 
the of the inſattared ſpirir, is, ro deal impartially 
ng with the diſeaſe; The beſt expedient to bring 
with] man to beliere ard rely on Chriſt for life 
Wh and ſalvation 3 15, tO repreſent clecrly his 
pay! cordirion our of Chriſt, ro be an eftate 
544 Cath and darnation, And the more we arc 
yl #lhamed ard confounded at the Gghr of our 
ih 0wn vgly ſelves, rhe more amiable and acce” 


bw) Prable we ſhall zppear jnthe fgkr cf our Re- 
Cceemcr- L God 
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Go1 hath ereQec rwo Tribunals, unto which | this | 
all men living are ſummoned tro appear,there unpd 
ro give an accoun! of themſelves ; The one ig |! 
within -our oun wa's, (aSI way 0 ſpeaks) lelve 
within our own Sou's, and thar is the Tribunal |of ot 
of Conſcience 3 In which F::buna!, there is an lan 
undoubred power of 2cquitring,:nd ccndemn- ſhall 
ing, as the D2!/inquent ſhail be found more or [01+ 
lefſe guilty. Which I take to be very cleer |"! 
from thar of S. John. If our Heart Condemn ut, | 98" 
God is greater then our heart. and knoweth all | ing 
things; (that iS) he knowerh more by us, then [40 1 
w- door can know by our ſelves. Bur if our Iudg 
Heart cond:mn us not, then have we confidence |'*©*! 
towards God. 1 Joh 20.21. that 
Ihe orlicr is tÞar grand Tribunal of Indge- S Io 
ment , whereinro atl che world ſhall be ſum-|6*4 
menecd at theGenorai ReſurreFion,which ſhal | 9? 
be in that place which God ſhall chuſe for |7# 
the wanife?arion of his mctcy and Juſtice | © 
upon all men accoriling a3 their works (hall book. 
be IKow in {ecolar and Judicial Proceedings, | Ti? 
for a men ro have leave to make choice of his Book 
oun ludicatoryghis own Tudge,nis own Jury, { he 
witn?jſes, 13 fo high an indu'gence, & advar Look 
tage 3 that it canncr he expetted from anf The 
carthiv power;S& Yer the grear Judge of Heavt ſoit] 
and Earth,men & Angels,vath given this pri: | '* 
viledge nnto mn; ie may take his choile Ie 
whether he wil! be jaded Here,or Hereefter | 5: \ 
by kirſelf , «r by another 5 God hirh made The 
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receive the things done in his body,accord:ng to 
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this proviſo; That if we wi:l ceal truly and 
impartial:y with our felyc£, rhar 15,if we will 
Sunm-n our ſelves ro @ppear be'ore cur 
ſelves, arraign our ſelves before the Tribunal 
of our own Conſciencess and thcre-Examines 
Iadires convi& , and condemn Our le{ ves; we 
ſhall not comme imo any further concemna- 
tion- If we would judge our ſelves, we ſhould 
wt be judged of the Trd. But if we will nor 
judge cur ſelves, we muſt iznd or fall accor- 
ding rothe Sentence of another, Moſt Cers 
ninit is, th:t we muſt al! appear befrre the 
Iudgement ſeat of Chriſt , that every cn? may 


that he hath done, whether 7t be geod, cr 65d. 
$ lohn in a vi'cn, ſaw the dead ſmaT ond 
great , ſtand before Gnd , anc the books were 
opened, and another beak was 5pened » which 
was the book of life, anc the dead were judged 
out of tle things which were written 11 the 
bookg.according to their 1:1 kg. They are Pooks 
nthe pimal , that fli- {| a erent. Fhe 
Book o Nature, ihe Book of tt (57h ture, 
The Book of Conſerence no wit ive 
Looks ſeveral acti. ins ol 3p frunitd, 
The Dive! , ihar C:and wrt fir: ty nnd 
ſoith and picag paint tits 1 he wont Coeds 
twre w;l} accarſe uo of exit Fe, an 1uSh7ie 3 ; 
1.e fou's of the / vey Warts WH af 

ls. wit epprefion ard ficonghr in ig 5 
The Scrred Graties i Cog volta icys 
Eich infdet ey » or6& Cerrent ts; ory 037 
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own guilty Conſciences, inſtead of pleading | en 
for us, will give up a verdi@ apainſt us. ed 

The only way rH fo ſuperiece the judpe | be 
ment ot that day, is, ro cail our (elves toan| di 
account beforehand, To agree with our adver-| th: 
ſary quickly, whilſt we are in the w.7)z leſt we | thu 
be delivered wp unto the Indge,and the Iudge| are 
ſend 113 ro thar priſon, from whence there | ey 
no Redewpriom-. Torifie every cranny and 
co"rer of our hearrs.To bring forth our mur-} uw 
thering !ufts, our boſom Tra\tors;and to uſe] po 
them as Iothua &1d the hve Kings that were] of 
hid in the cave of Makkedzh ; that is, ſet] (el 
onr feer upon their necks, and Nay them in| ey; 
the Fohr of at! the world. Ard this if we d0,| foi 
we fha!l not fail of ſuch a part in the firſt Re-| hy 
ſarrection, as will ſecurens from the blow] ar 
beth of the fecond death, and ſecond judge| bl 
went alſo. Sothat it is in our cwn choiſe who| mi 
ſha!l paſs ſenrence npon 1253 wherher ovr own 
tees, or ciſe ſome oh: perion. And what 
ſhall! we be abl&to fay for our elvess in that 
great and rerrtble day of the Lord, why the 
ſentence of erernal death fhould nor pals 

\ npcn 11%, Wien God hath piven us the 

ſoace of 10, 20, ZO, 40, 50, £o years ſor the 

performance Of fo cafe 4 ra$k.fo realonable a 

ſervice,and we have ror done its 

We fee with whar walic;ous dexterity and 
bo'dneſs, Llood-thirſty and cCeceirſul mean 
rarage the Tryal:,and Cefn; the executions 
of perſons of the hight qualiry and = 
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but how cold, how dull, and indiſpoſed in 
enquiring afrer the gnilr of their own wretch- 
ed ſouls ? Certainly, ſuch men as they way 
be tho ought to be Nrongly infetted with this 
difeaſe of infatuation 3; ſo ir may be fearsd 


* | they are very far removed our of the way of 


their recoverys who have ſo mnch of other 
mens, (0 little of their own puile before their 
eyes. 

A Cure then (ye (ce) there is for the Infa- 
vated ſon!, and the firſt Rep to that Betheſda 
pool which c:reth all diſeaſes,is by a deſore 
of hamiliation » Bur Co mot miſtake your 
ſelves, It is not every feh;,or ſad !ock, nonor 
every rear, that concludes a {clid hum! lation 
for fn. There 1s a great ditierence berween an 
humble man,and a man that is humbled;there 
are many of us (God help us) thar are hum- 
bled, and driven into great Rrairs and extre- 
mities, perſons that have lived in their own 
Countries wich great char .ty and hoſpitality 
towards others,tbar have ncither w har to eats 
nor wFerewithal ro be c!cthed themſelves. 
And ye”, | fear, were our purſes as full of fit- 
very as our hearts are full of fing we ſhouſd 
ſoon find rhe way ro our former pride and 
Imevry. Phyl'cians are wont tocure vomit ing 
by a vomir;and b!eedirg, by lerrirg of blood; 
And truly,the beſt cure I can preſcribe for all 
our ſecular forrows 3 is by addirg more for- 
row and compnr&tion for our {ni, then I fear 
refides in our dejeted ſpirits, 

L-.23 I 
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[ hare dwe'r 'ong enough upon the ſevere 
part of rh*Cu:ez% it may be deinanded of ny, 
what? are the :»effages of rhe Goſpel ro be de 
livered by Boanerges:the ſons of thunder? Sure, 
the world has notre then cnow of ſuch » that 


take a great deal of pains ro bring en unto! 


Hell gate +y repreter:ring unto them the hor- 
rors of a damned Con\l:tion 4 and the ir:rewg 
verable Eſtate of al! :he world Lefides rhen- 
{eles, bur then their Art fails chem in bring- 
ing them back ag3in; 'i hey can bring the ſoul 
into a deep dejettiony but they know nor how 
ro raiſe it again; They are good at the Corr: 
ſruzbut ro leet in the application of tl e Cor- 
dial. L.ike our R:{@r mers in England, they ae 
Cexrerons in p4! ing dovn » but they knov 
not hoy , or hat to bn1ld in the p'ace ofir. 
ihef are ipnorant (if nor +1! natnred,) Phyſe 
tians?, that pleaſe rhemfelves with wounding 
when they know not how to heal , & make 
work for their own mercinary and adu'terat 
Art to prattiſe on ; ſhaping their Cures 100 
often accord ng ro their incouragements » 2nd 
though th:y will nor ſell the gifts , yet they 
can fnd a way to fell the Co: forts of the 
Holy Ghoſt;for mony and advantage. 

Now in the Samaritans Cure of the wour: 
d:d man that fell amorg h'eyes,as he journied 
fiom Jerujalem to Tericho, we fhnd rwo ingre 
dienrs; winezand ole; not w.ne alone, or oyie 
a'oney.vr both; firlt wine to ſearch, & after- 
wards ol to {upple.T hus whenS. Peter =_ 

; 
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his auditory pricked in their hearts, he pre» 
ſently applies an Evangelical: Cordial, and 
telis them, rhar the promiſe ws mad? unto 
them,and unto their children, even as many as 
the Lord ſbould call. Thus 5. Yaul direQs the 
Church at Corinth, ro deliver up the inceſtu- 
0:5 perſon to Satan for the deſtrufion of the 
f-; bur it was for no other end,hut that the 
ſprrix might be ſaved in the day of the Lord 
Feſus For the Churches cenſure having hum- 
bled him, he writes a ſecond Epiſtle ro the 
ſame Church,both to forgiv: him-and to com- 
fort him, leſt perhaps he be ſwallowed up with 
overmuch ſorrow. a 
And indeed, the more 've are brokeg with 
ſorrow and contri tion, the more frm ard com- 
patted ſhall we fd our corhide ice and ailu- 
rance in Gods mercy, For thongh ſeli-hum- 
bling be the certain fruit and eftc& of faith 3 
yet faith is nor ſo clear and conſpictous, pill - 
repentance hath ſcoured oft the ruſt, but lies 
likea coal raked up in an heap of afkes, or 
like fire in a flint,which is there before, but is 
nor diſcernable before the Riroke of the ſteel 
hath made ir ſo. Wirhovr doubr, the light of 
fai h burns c'e:reſt in the dark and ſolirzry 
chamber of ovr ſaddeſt rerirement,and rhe Le- 
lieving ey hath never ſo clcer a proſpect into 
heaven-as when it is full of penicent rears. 
An inſtance whereof we have in the di- 
ſireſſed condition of the Church of Iſrael 
in the Prophet: Mi-ahs time; When good 
4 men 
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men were 92rifn:d out of the earth, ani evil 
and corrupt men were m1!tiplyed,and rwiſt- 
ed in mifchievons deſigns, when the beſt man 
was 45 irk({om as a briar ; *aad the moſt ap- 
right, ſharper then a thorn-hedge ; when a 
friend mighrenot be rrufled.nor confi encere+ 
poſed in a gnide ror a ſecret commirted to her 
that lay inthe byſo.n;zwhen the ſon diſhonou- 
red the facher, & the daughter roſe u7 againſt 
her mother, and a mans en2mics were the 
men of his own hon'e And yer inthi; dark & 
diſmal niphr of atAiftion, fee wich whar an 
humbl* confilence the Church addref{h 
Irer ſe'f ro rh= ſtrong Gol of her ſalvation. 
Therefore will I 109% unto the Lord.I will wait 
Jor the God of my [alvation, my God will hear 
m2. Remyce not again} m2,0 mine enem/ when 
T falk1 ſhallariſe; when I fit in darkneſs, the 
Lord ſhallhe a light unto me, I willbear the 
indienation of the Lord, becauſe I have finurd 
againſt him, until he plead my equſe, and exe- 
cute judgement for me, he willbring me forth 
ro light.and 1jnall behold his righteouſneſs: 
Now thonph in chaftainoor ſorrow,or what- 
foever, for che preſent ſeemerh je70us, bur 
orievouns z nevertheleſs.afterward it yeilderh 
the peaceab'e fruit of rightcouſneſs unto rhem 
thar are exerciſed thereby The Law (ſaith Sx 
Pau!) is our ſchaolmaſter, to bring us unto 
Chrijt, that we might be juſtifled by faith ; but 
after that faith is com2,we are no longer under 
« Schoolmaſter, Prop; and Supporters we 
know 
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know, are neceflary in the building of an 
Archand (cattolds are neceilary in the build- 
ing of a Spire, but when once theſe fabricks 
are fnifheds th. fe helps ard advantages are 
laid aſide 3 The heyr, as long as he i a childe, 
differeth nothing from a ſervant, though lt be 
lord of af, but is under Tutors and Gevernours, 
until the time appornted of the father, Bur 
w hen he comes to fuli ages he underſtands his 
Tirle to his «ſtate,and is underitood to be Su? 
Juris, at his own liberty in the diſpoſing of ir. 

There is arime when the Chriſtian 1s dil- 


charged from the Terrors of the Law, from 


the Bondage of fin and Satan; an reſtoreds» 
the glorious liberty of the ſons of Gad. 
Which is oor ſuch a liberty as our Anaba- 
priſts dream; of a liberry ro live as they lith, 1 
liberty to deny all manner of obedience £5 
ſpiritual and remroral Governours. As there 
iS an Evangelical liberty, fo there is an Evan- 
gelical yoke, and rio man can prerend to the 
one,thar does nor ſubje& himſelf ro the other. 
Omnia ſunt libera nobj;s per fidem, g5 tamen 
emnib4s ſervi ſumus per charitatem , ut ſimul 
conſyjtet ſervitus [ibertatis, Cy libertas ſer vi- 
Fut is. 

The Goſpel gives me an eyemprion from 
the Curſe of the Laws For ther? is no cance: 
nation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, provi- 
ded always, that they walk nit after the fleſh, 
but after the ſpirit» | pives me the libcny of 
my pcr.0),norwithftanding all wy <br: be- , 
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cauſe rhey have been ſarisfied by my ſurety; | 
bur then { minit underſtand my perſon to be | | 
a con'ecrated iemple,whica 1 may not defile | - 
or diſpoſe of ar my pleaſure-It gives me liber- | * 
tv and irce acces unro my Creat-1, a liberty 
r9 preſent my ſuits unto himwhenſoever Iam 
in want Or extremity ; 4 liberty to ſerve him 
without the Londapeot fear 3 bur it miſt be 
according 10 good old Zachariah: rule,in ho- 
lineſs & righreouſneſ; a'l che days of my life. * 
Tr give; mea liberty; ron ec hs goud creatures, 
(a priviledge winchwas loft in Adam, and is 
reſtored by Chriſt) bur then it muſt be wiſe- ; 
ly, ſoLerly, juſtly, chaii:ably,thankfully,and | 
ccnmenredly. | 

Nays! ſhall ever think it agreeable ro Chri- | 
ſtian wiſdom) to have my caricelled oblipari- | 
ons ſtill kefore mire eysrhar 1 may know my 
greater Obligat.ens of cury and gratitude to 
my Redceiner» And if from a chanpeling, or 
brat of hei!, I am regencrared and formed a- 
new, according to the glorious image of my 
maker, yer 4 will till have an humbie ey up- 
on my former ne!ine's and deformiry; if from 
a crooked,brui:e !,.n* decrepid Cripple Iam 
reſtored ro p: rie(t ftrength and ſorndne(s, ] 
will hang up my crutches inthe Temp/e,nat 
only as memoriais of ny pratitude,bur as mo- 
nitors againſt any fuure relapſe. And though ; 
kno'y my fins are forg'ven ang forgotten 
my Redeemer, when } kave my pardon unde 
f.a!z vet 1 will ever retain the memory of 

them) 
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them to aw,and humble me into an holy fear, 
int0 a conſtant warines & circumſpettion how 
Ibecoin again entangled in thoſe ſnares our of 
which by the mcrcy of God J have eſcaped. 
Thus ye ſee, The Law, and the Goſpel, 
Moſe; and Chiiſt, are nor oppoſire and divi- 
del, Lutſubo:tinate and ferviceab'e one tO 
the other. The Law was given by Moſes, but 
Grace and Truth came by Feſus Chriſt, The 
Law was delivered with thuncers, and light- 
nings, and carihquakes : The Goſpel de- 
ſcends into tle ſoul, Ike rain into a fleece of 
wool z like Elij.hs {mall fil! voice thar ſ:c- 
ceeded the wh'r'wind and the carrhquake 3 
like the voice oſihe Turtle, and the ſinging 
of birds,atrer the winter is pa? and rhe rain 
15 over and gone. Moſes rakes his ſtand upon 
mount Ebal, and from thence proclaims the 
curles of God ; Chriſt rakes his ſtand upon 
mo'nt Gerezim, and from thence proclaims 
his bearitudes,as appears, Mat $3. & The 
hiſt ſo!emn ſermon thar ever be p:eachidto 
his diſciples, was a ſermon of mercy.T he firſt 
Text ri:ar ever he preached upony was a Text 
of mercy 3 which he did not light upon by 
chance(as S. Auſtin did uron that of $ Paul, 
Rom. 13. 13. ) bur (the 590k, of the Prophet 
Iſaiah b-ing delivired ty him) it is faid, that 
he opened the book, and found (that is, turned 
ro) th? plac? whore it was written » Th: 
ſprrit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he 
hath Anoynted me to Preach the Gofpel 
to 
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to the prov heY 54th ſent me to feale the broken 
h-arte.l, topreach d:livirance to the captiver, 
and r2c1v2 in» of ſtaht to the blind, to ſet at li- 
berty then that are bruiſed , to preach the ac- 


. eeptabe yeer of th2 Lord Ana fure we that are 


employed as his Embaſſadours for peace and 
Recon:ili;tion z Onght ro follow him in this 
chile; to underſtand ir onr main bufin:fle ro 
Heal, and ro recver,and to {er ar |:berty, and 
ro preach the acceptable yeer of the Lord. 
And if at any rime wee fall upon fevercr 
theames;ir is bur in order uno this end which 
is the grand defipre of or profefiion 

And thereiorezif there be here any drooping 
or dejeted Soul.that groane: and !abours un- 
cer the weight of any burthen either ofGuilr, 
or milery 3 1 ſhall fay unto rhar Soul, as was 
ſaid ro blind Bar times + Be of good Comfort, 
riſe, Jeſus th! Saviour calfeth thee. His invita- 
ron 15 moſt Gracious and Parhetical Come 
wntom-?ayee that are weaty,: nd heavy ladens 
and 1 willrefr-jh yze. Come unto me all 1ec 
thar have h:cherto rejefted my mefſages of 
peace and Love, minding » our farmes , your 
oxen,Your Wive3,+ that is) your pieaiure, and 
your prokt more then my ſeaſonable invita- 
rions. Yee, that have forgotten me in rhe day 
of your peace and profperiry;zand denyed,and 


abjured mezand myCGotpel in rhe day of your - 


Tryal and periec rion. Come unto megall vers 
that have wearicd me w.th your Iniquities;/% 
mye me To ferve wi:h vor fins , yee that 

have 


ef Spiritual Inſatuation, 20g 
have peirced, and ſconrged, and crucified me 
again afre!h by your bac ki.iding and impenit- 
rency;vee Thar have (0 o'ten grieve my good 
ſpirit, thar would have ;cal-d you unto the 
day of your R<dempr on. Come vnto mee aff 
yeeyhat have mangled an({ torn the ſeamleffe 
coare of imyChurchzto carve untO your ſelves 
your O'yn baſe cnds and advantages z yee that 
have ma.le wy honſe of pray'r aden of thieves, 
yee that have perfecured , and wornded we in 
my poor members;vee i hat Þave impriſoned; 
and impoveriſhed my Embafladours; and de- 
throned, and murttered mine own Ar.ointed; 
yer com? unto me however , you ſhall nor be 
upbraided wirh the fonltneffe of your fins, 
enly come with broken hearts, with bleeding 
Souls,with the ſ:ghs, and greanes of Labour- 
ing and heavy laden Conſciences , agdT will 
retreſh you. If you ſhall ſtill obſcure and ju- 
ſify your fins, you ſhall nor proſper; but if 
yo1 ſhall Conicfle;and forſake rhem you ſhall 
hand mercy- 

Are you ftung with the guilt you have Con* 
trafted by your voluntary-preſympruous fins? 
B<cho!d.1 am that brazen Serpent that healerh 
all that look up unro me. He rhar believeth in 
me,ſhall not periſh; bur have life everlaſting» 
Are your fouls full ofLeproſv,and uncleancls? 
your viral ſpirits ſurprized bv the plague of . 
the Hearr? your Conſcicnces ſtabbed to decth, 
by your own deliberate wounds ? Behotd,1 
am thar Lamb of God that rakerh away the 

fins 
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ſins of the world, My biood is that fountain 
which w.is opened pur poily for fi1 » and for 
uncleancfſe ; 1 hat B:cheſda pool that curah 
all diſcates wharſoever. Are your hearts as 
hard a> the ncther iniifione or as the Ada+ 
mant? Ir is faid rar che Adamwant it ſell is 
broken '+ th goates h:00d z Buho! 44 Lam rhar 
Scape Gates that ear on m1, head aloe the 
Iniquite> and trarvpretiions of the whole 
world- | neve- 1d reject any that © ain to be 
healec oi rher boal ) Infhrm't!c>zand [| never 
will r<jc& any thar thall coe ro me for any 
Spiritual Cure 

Burt the wounded ſpirit will perhaps re- 
ply, Tis true, 1 knows | am fairely Invited by 
my Saviour,bur with thts proviſo,that I bring 
a true faith , a ſincere repenrance along with 
me; And theſe jewels are not lodged within 
my Cabinet ; T heſe flowers groy not within 
' the garden of my Soul. I deſire ro repent with 
all my hearr,but I cannot;and I would gladly 
believe, but I find I am nor able. 

Well; however be nor-diſcouraged. There 
is ſome life even in this deadnefle of ſpirit ; 
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There is ſome ſecrer ſparke of Grace evenin - 


this ſmoaking flaxe , which hath a promile it 
ſhall nor be quenched. He that hath promiſed 


ro accept of a willing mind according te what ' 


a man hath, and not according ro whar he 
hathnor ; will entertain and reward evena 
Cup of cold water given in the naine of a diſci- 
ple He that had reſpe& unto the ſhort my 
0 
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of the yoor dejeRed Publican » will have re- 
ſped a!'o uno thee thou be bur as hamble = 
as that {'tb'icar-». He chat raiieth in the Soul 7 
a blefſed hunper an ! rhiift afrer 1ig,hicoutnels, 
hath a!'o prin {-d + that Hunger and Thirſt 
ſhal nct be un 7: hedgbur that he will givero 
him that i- ati rityro drink of the water of 
life irceiy. He rhar giveth both ro will,and to 
perform,according ro hi own goo.! pleaſure 
will in hi. own good time, fulh! the Cefire of 
thoſe that tear him. So that ict this be layd 
for a ſolid ground , and founcat on of Chit- 
tian Con.fort: 'i har the Defve of mercy , in 
the wan: of mercVv.is a real mercy3 and the de- 
fire of Grace,'n the want of Grace, is Grace it 
ſelf. And if thcu donot quench theſe inchoa- 
tions of Gracezand obſtruct irs operat.on, aud 
progretle; whenioever the ſpirit of God ſhall 
blow upon theſe litrle ſparks , thou ſhalt find 
them grow and increaſe into a Coale , inroa 
flame  enovygh ro chear and warm the foul 
with Celeſtial Comfort: 

Hence it is that the Kingdom of God is 
coimpa'ed to a grain of muſtard ſeed, which is 3 
repured ro bt one of rhe leaſt of all ſeeds, and * 
yer the Kingdom ofGod is entirely contained 
in this ſingle Grain. Hence it is that Grace is 
compared ro a little leven in three m aſures 
of meal,» hich in rime witl leven the whole 
lump There is a time when Holy purpoſes 
are taken and accepted for good performan- 
ces; Lw.1l} go unto my father luith the prodi- 


gal; 
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galzand beh0' his farher comes out to meat 
hi> fon«- 1 ſaid, I wilt cn foſe wy ſin unto the 
Lord, (iaid Dav.id,) and jo thou forgav:ſt the | 
iniquity of my ſin. And the ſ:me gvad Kir 
did but purpoſe in his heart ro bu:14 God an 

Jouſe ; and ir was accented as well as if it 

ad been donezand in acknowledgement here- 
d', Co4 promiſed ro eſtabliſh his houſ? and 
his Kingd»n upon his poſterity for ever. God 
accepts ol ſuch payment as we are able to 
make.tho'yh it be in {mall pieces,or perhaps 
in coyn that is cracked,or clipped, and wants 
rs full weight; yer if ir be nor fa'ic and coun- 
terfekt , it ſhal{ norbe curned back upon us, 
And truly , hethat grieves , and bemoanes 
hamſelf becauſe he cannot prieve for his fins, 
or becauſe he cannot grieve ſo much 8&5 he 
& fires 3 is in a Certain way unto that repen- 
t: ncewhich 3s never to be repented of- 

Nay; pive me leave to go one degree far- 
ther. Doe thou find thy ſoul enfnared with 
the Cords, and Cuſtomes of thine own tw;- 
fiing , or art rhou ſo much a ſtranger ro thy 
ſel{zrhat rhou dareſt not look irto thy dange- - 
raus and ſuſpe&ted Condition2doeft rhou teel |: 
the throbs and horrors of a wounded Cop- 
ference, the pangs of Hell and Deſpair grow- 
ing upon rhy Soul? yer give me lea-e 10 abke 
rhee this one Qnefrion Doeit thou (notwith- 
ſtanding rhy preſent fear,and horror, Loverhy $ 
Lard and maker? or if thou canft not cleerly 
zeply ro that 3 Canſt rhou bur reſolve wy | 

my 
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thy Love ro thy neighbour, not becauſe he is 
thy neighbour, or thy friend, or perhaps thy 
Companion in evil wayes; bur becauſe he is a 
Chriſtian,z Child of God,a member ofChrit, 
one that makes Conſcience of his waves 2 
Dozſt thau love him for the pious and gra- 
cio''s Enclinarions rhon fkndeſt in him2if thau 
doeſt; Be of good Comfort. Here 1s a Comfor- 
table reftimony, that God tharh ſer his Love 
upon thee; chough rhou diſcern 't not: Hereby 
(faith $. John,) do we know that we aretran- 
flated/rom d-ath to life ;, becauſe we love the 
Brethren. Where, Love is northe cauſe, bur 
the Evidenc?2, and refic (tion of Gods fayour, 
an! Benign'ty rowards us. 

And Certainly this tribure of Love whe- 
ther ir be ro God,or our nerghbours's burLeve 
onus facile jugum.\ here is no:hing wore eaſie 
then Love ; noching more acceprable then 
love;nothing more 2:nple & difufivein irs di- 


lating and ſpreading Qna'tity rhen Love. Ir 
wil abſcure and hide.a multitud? of (ins, from 


the ſevere wrath of God. It is the fulfillinz of 
the Law. It beareth all thines , believ?th alt 


' things .hopeth all things, Endureth allthmgs. It 


hath a flame that neither wen nor Divels:nei- 
ther Sin, nor D-ath, is able ro exringurſh. A 
wicked world may firip me of my Eſtate;Im- 
priſon, & Conkne my perton; Take away my 
ife; 'r cannot rake away my Love. Withour 
we, were { furni{hed with Angelicel know+ 
ge » and exprefi.an 3 Had | faith enough 
1d 
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galzand beho'd his farher comes out to meat th 
hi, ſons* 1 ſaid, I wilt cnfofſe ry ſin unto the ry 
Lord, (iaid David,) and jo thou forgav:ſt the | Ci 
iniquity of my ſin. And the ſ:me guad Kirg | 
d1d but purpolc in his heart ro bu:l4 God an | 1, 
Jouſe ; and ir was accepted as well as if ir ( py 
ad been donezand in acknowledgement here. | ; 
of, Cod promiſed ro eſtabliſh his houſ” » and | ag 
his Kingdo'n upon his poſterity for ever. God | ,y 
accepts ot ſuch payment as we are able to up 
make.tho'yyh it be in {mall pieces,or perhaps | (| 
in coyn that is cracked,or clipped, and wants [7 
irs fuil weight; yer if i be nor fa'iſe and coun- | *, 
terfelt , it ſhal{ norbe turned back upon us, | 
And traly , hethat prieves , and bemoanes | ,, 
himſelf becauſe he cannot prieve for his fins, 
os becauſe he cannor grieve ſo much 8s he | þ, 
& fires 3 is in a Certain way unto that repen- | ,, 
t: neegwhich 3s never to be repented of- , th 
Nay; pive me leave to go one degree far- | ,, 
ther. Doeſt thou find thy ſoul enſnared with | |, 
the Cords, and Cuſtomes of thine own tw;- wy 
fiing , or art rhou ſo much a ſtranger ro thy | th 
ſelfzrhat rhou dareſt not look irto thy dange- | 
raus and ſuſpeted Condition2doeft rhou teel | 5 
the throbs and horrors of a wounded Cop- | þ, 
feience, the pangs of Hell and Deſpair grow- 
ing upon rhy Soul? yer give me Jea-e 10 abke 
rhee this one Qneftion Doeit thou (notwith- 
ſtanding thy preſent fear,and horror, Love rhy 
Lord and maker? or if rhou canft not cleerly 
reply ro that 3 Canlſt thou but reſolve =_y 
my 
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& | thy Love ro thy neighbour, not becauſe he is 
he thy neighbour, or thy triend, or perhaps thy 
be | Companion in evil wayes; bur becauſe he is a 
'8 | Chriſtian,x Child of God,a member ofChrit, 
n | one that makes Conſcience of his waves 2? 
| Dozſt thou {9ve him for the pious and gra- 
- | cio's Enclinations thou kndeſt in him?if thau 
d | doeſt;Be af good Comfort. Here is a Comfor- 
4 | tablereftimony, that God harh ſer his Love 
0 | upon thee; rhoungh rhon diſcern it nor: Hereby 
3 | (faith $S. Johns) do we lnowthat we are tran- 
* | fated/rom death to life; becauſe we love the 
* | Brethren. Where, Love is norrhe cauſe, bur 
* | the Evidence, and refic (tion of Gods fayour, 
$ | an! Benipn'ty rowards us. 
, And Certainly this tribure of Love whe- 
* | ther irb@ ro Godzor our neighbour;'s burLeve 
on +facile jugum.\ here is no:hing more caſte 
- then Love; norhing more acceptable then 
Inve;nothing more 2:nple & difufivezin its di- 
| | lating and ſpreading Quna'ity then Love. Ir 
wil abſcure and hide.a multitud? of ſins, from 
the ſevere wrath of God. 1t is the fulfillins of 
the Law. It beareth all things , believeth all 
' things. hop?th all things, Endureth allthings. lt 
hath a flame that neither wen nor Divels:nei- 
ther Sin, nor D-athy is able to exringurſh. A 
wicked world may ſtrip me of my Eſtate;lm- 
mp 8& Conkne my perton; Take away my 
fe; !r cannot rake away my Love. Withour 
Le, were { furniſhed with Angelicel know+ 
ledge , and expreſi.on 3 Had | faith enough 
[0 
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to remove mountaine:, & Compaſſion enough 
0 (ell all I had ro feed the poor , and Con. 


Raney enough ro endure the tlaines of Mar-[* 


tyrdome. yer without Loveall this would pros 
fir me nothing.Nay; when other Graces ſhall 
explire,and be no longer ſerviceable unto me; 
my Love, ſhall laſt and abide w th me for 
ever» For when my faith fhall be reſolved 
into viſion; my Hope into fruirion; my Lore 
ſhall follow me beyond the pgares of Death, 
and be my Companion unto all Erernity« 

So taar Love being the pulſe that repre- 
ſents 13 ſpiritually alive or cead; The Crifis 
thar deterinines of our diſeaſes, whether rhey 
be Curable or not;ler us ever hive a wary eye 
upan'all ſuch things , az ezeR and deftroy 
Love, and therefore (as grievances unto the 
Holy ſpiritof Love) Lerall bircernefle, ard 
wrath,and anzer,and clamourgand evil fpeak- 
inp be pat avay with all malice. Eph-4. 31, 
For f.ns of Ignorance; or fins of Infirmity y a 
pardon of Courſe may be eafily obtained 
from the Throne of mercy ; bur for fins of 
malice and perverſnefle, mercy is reſtrained, 
and ſhir upz God will nor be mercifull unto 
ſuch as oftead of maliciou; wickednefſe. H: 
thar will not pay o eafie a Tribute as that of 


Loie , is an irrecoverable rebel , and not fit 
tote owned for a ſabjeR of Chriſts King: | 
dom» 
Secondly, whilſt the ſon! is upon its rec0- | 
rery from a diſcaſe of Senſleinefle , and ftp! 
diry; 
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diry; let 1s ever hare an eſpecial care to a» 
void thoſe ſins which do Devaſtare Conſcien- 


' tams%emoliſhdifmant'c.ard makeShipwrack 


of Conſcience. For Cor ſ{c::nce is Leth the eye 
and the Aw e of t'1& Sou! , the Mcnitor inthe 
School of the inward margthe Superintendent 
or tuptrviſcr of rhoug! r*, w ords,and ations, 
withoat which te Soal is like a Ship with- 
out irs Ruddery thar carr.or put ro Sea wirh- 
out inevitable lofſe and hazard ; Great fins 
(like Da vids murther , and Adultery) caſt a 
man into a Ceep 1icep-or rather into a Swoenz 
They deprive a man of all ſenſe and motion. 
T here is north ing ſo peinicious as aRelapſezto 
a mn thar is ina hopeful way of recovery. 
1 hirdly, being recovered into forte rea'O- 
nable Ccepree of Heairh and firenpth ; Ler us 
be ſure to have a conſt-n: recourſe & appli» 
cation to thole meane: oi Grace, whereby rhe 
inward man re-eives his fayly growth , and 
nouriſhment. We read Mark- 5. Thar when 
our Saviour had reccvercd te ru'er of the 
S) nagogues daughter fiom dearhro Life he 
Commanded that ſomthing ſhould b* given her 
to eate.Sure I amy ke to: | that 's once recon e= 
red from the death of fin r9 the | fe of Grace, 
hath grear need of Spirit! nouriſhmers of 
Sermons,and Sacraments,0' Minifterial A4'(:» 
lution, and all Evangelical he pe, ard cr mn- 
forts, thar may promote the affur-ncc o+ our 
Eleflion , and mav enzb'e us 10 work out our 
Salvation with fear and Trembling. = 
: 4(t- 
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Laſtly. To theſe, pive me leave to recon- 
mend 70 your Care and prattiſe » thoſe grand 
helpes, a"d afliſtances af Prayer , and Almes 
givings Which are as the props and burtrefles 


whereon the Sonl ſtands firme and unſhaken, + 


inthe day of her viſitation. Ic is faid of Z4- 
cheus the Publican, that he fiood foith , and 
(aid unto Chriſt, Behold Lord, the halfe of ny 
goods | give to the pcor , and if Ihave taken 
env thing (rom any man, by falſe accuſation; 1 
reſtore him ſoure fold A reſolntion(doubleike) 
of one that had entertained Chriſt in hisHeart, 
a+ well as in his Horſe. And upon the growth 
of rhe Goſpel in the Apoſtles Times, we read 
of divers which formerly uſed Cnrions Arts, 
thar brought their books rogether,and burned 
them before all men , to the value of fifty 
thouſand pieces of Silver. When the Artiſts 
of this jugling Ape will dilclaime tefore all 
men , the Curious and fine ſpun Ares they 
have aſed for the gaining of their ends , and 
advantag*s 3 I know nor- Or when the Pu- 
blicans and notorious Sinners of our Narion, 
will have fo much Char'ty, as to give the 
halfe of their goods » ro thoſe poor which 
rhemſelves have made ; or fo much Honeſty 
ro reſtore in any proportion, what they have 
taken from rh*ir brethren by falſe acoularion, 
I cannot fay- Surelam, a day wi'l come, 
when they ſhall nor carry all rhings by vo- 
ring » as they pleaſe ; when all their uſurped 
power and greainefſe , will bur any = 
inc 
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fink and naftineffe of their unſavory Me- 
mor y;zwhen rhe Spirits which theſe Chymiſts 
haye extrafted from Sacriledge, Rapine, and 
Innocent blood 3 will ferve only to pur them 
into a Condirion ro be more Capable » and 


'ſenfible of Torment. In the prevention of 


which ail that ein he done by them. or further 
adviſed by me is bnt this. Thar rhey would 
ſeaſonablv entertain that councel which the 
proy:het Danie! gave ro King Nebuchadnez« 
zar, when a judgement was fone ont againſt 
him, namcl vs 1o break of 1heir fins by right- 
eouſneſſe,and their Iniquities bv |s ewing mercy 
to the poor | hat cthey wonld according 19 our 
Saviour radvice, make them(-lves friends of 
the Aamingn of unrightecuſneſſe. har they 
would nt thirk ir a piece of Popery, to- de- 
monſtrate their Repenrance , by Reſtirntion, 
and Saris!: &10:1,28 farre as may be. And if a 
Compenſat.on cannot be wade in Species as 
to particular injuries , and opprefiions ; yer 
they have an objiet large enovgh if they 
p'cafe (0 look uron It ; Indeecl » I know not 
well! how they ſhould be able to look of its» 
Sire they canror hut underſtand , rheir bre- 
threa wiiom they have driven into exilement 
and extremities at road, are ready to ſtarve in 
the firecrs of ſtrangers. They canncr remove 
themſe!vcs (1 me (ure) from the Cries and 
Complaints of the fatherlcfſe and widdow 
at hore 3 1he Sorrowful Fghing of poor 
priſoners cannot but come before them», And 
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f all cheſe co1!4 he obſcured; yer I ſha'l de- 
fire ther ro believe; Thart do not rementher 
them of theſe obje&;, and inlucemerts unto 
Charity, our of auy other reſpett , more then 
pur of p;tty , and Charity to their immortal 
Souls. Ler thein therefore render unro Ceſar, 
the things th:r .r: Ce2ſars 3 and unto Godghe 
: things that are Gods:;and unto ihem{ielves and 
their own Conſc ences, rhe Care that Lelongs 
to their crern4. p'eſervat On- 

I ſhall Cloſe up this d:ſcourſe with the ob- 
ervation of a Comma: wh ch 1 hnd in the 
Tevitical law. And it 1s this [What (o-ver un- 
cleaneſe it be that a man is d"f/cd withal, and 
zt ve hid from h12 when he inoweth of it:then 
he jballbe guiltz. Or if a ſoul ſwear, pronoun- 
cing with h;; (1ps to do evil, or to do good; 
' Whatſoever it be that a » an ſha?! pronounce 

with an 1ath, arid it 6e kid from him «hen he 


theſe. Ard it ſhall be when ke ſhall be gw !ty in 
one of the things, that he ſnall Crnjeſſe that he 
hath ſinn-1 in t*at thins, Vh rt poiluiion, and 
defr'eme:r of wir | arid Conicieiice, rhe world 
is gnilt, +. in its pre:ear General Netect:0n 
from &t. © oh! or how far, revs ſon's are 
taimed ww 1s Db. of fpr, tal Infatuar 
tron. linow rr Vhat C:ikis and ergiget 
Vents win hike be rr God ant their IK ng 
and v its! Conſcrne? ard Int 67ity, they 
have key T5 ing (0. {ira liner to know 
from thamnoive, int) when } 75's ride 


" 


knoweth of ', i". n he ſhillbs pui'ty in one of + 
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* | papers of = ſhall come. If rhis Treatiſe A : 
t | (by che good bl: fling of God, ) ſhall be fo * 
0 fortunare, a5 70 {hew urit9 any the errors, and 
n iq! iiries of their Blind and Bed/am wayes : 
l FF ſhali bnnibly and carnefrly defire,that Imay 
" | reape the brnefit of rheir prayers, and God the 

© | Honour of theic Converſion. 


| 7X HM. 


Soli Deo Gloria, 


